
In upstate New York, it's a different story. For reasons that remain unclear, Customs and Border 
Protection has had an aggressive presence away from the immediate border, especially around the 
northern city of Potsdam or in central New York cities like Rochester and Syracuse, which are relatively 
far from the nearest border crossings. Area residents say Border Patrol officers maintain a near-constant 
presence at Rochester's bus station and frequently question passengers at the airport. They regularly 
board domestic Amtrak trains passing through the area en route from Chicago to New York, where they 
shine flashlights in sleeping passengers' faces. 

"We've had hundreds of students questioned and stopped and inconvenienced, and perhaps a dozen 
students, scholars, or family members who've been detained or jailed," says Cary M. Jensen, director of 
the International Services Office at the University of Rochester. "For international visitors who see 
people boarding trains, pulling people off, asking for documents, it feels a lot like East Germany did 
when I visited in 1980." 

Foreign students and scholars are often reticent to speak with reporters, but college officials and 
immigration attorneys in the region described several hair-raising examples of what they regard as 
inappropriate and worrisome detentions of members of their community in the past four years. These 
include: 

• A Pakistani undergraduate at the University of Rochester was pulled off a Trail ways bus to Albany in 
2007, who thought carrying his student photo ID was sufficient for a short domestic trip. Mr. Jensen says 
the studen.t was held for two weeks at a detention facility before he and his family could appear before a 
judge and prove they were in the country legally, with an asylum application pending. 

• A Chinese student at the State University of New York at Potsdam's Crane School of Music was seized on 
a domestic Adirondack Trailways bus for lack of original immigration documents. He was released after a 
few hours, but a few days later agents came to campus, arrested him, and locked him up for three weeks at 
a detention facility several hours away, where inmates nicknamed him Smart Boy. Although the student's 
change-of-status paperwork was in order-and was approved while he was in detention-he missed the 
start of classes and had to leave the institution. "He was very scared, and by the end of it, his whole 
demeanor had changed," says Potsdam's international-programs coordinator, Bethany A. Parker-Goeke. 
"He ended up leaving the country. His parents wouldn't let him go back to the U.S." 

• A University of Rochester doctoral student bound for a conference at Cornell University was taken from a 
bus and detained for hours at a police station even though he had all his documentation and was in legal 
status. Mr. �J�e�n�~�e�n� says the Border Patrol agent didn't understand the student's paperwork, although it was 
typical for someone who had changed from a two-year master's degree to a seven-year doctoral program. 
"We helped clear it up, but he missed the conference," Mr. Jensen recalls. 

• A scholar at an undisclosed institution in Rochester was arrested at the airport while on his way to visit his 
wife, a student at an institution out of state. Both had Hl B visas, had applied for permanent residence 
status, and had permission from Citizenship and Immigration Services to live, work, and travel while their 
applications were adjudicated, according to their attorney, Mr. Novak. But Customs and Border Protection 
officers "treated him like a criminal and threw him in the clink. The wife didn't dare come to pay the bond 
to get him out because they would throw her in jail, too." 

• A Potsdam student was briefly detained last summer while doing turtle research with her professor in a 
local swamp. "Border Patrol was there asking for documents," Ms. Parker-Goeke says. "She's in a 
swamp--she doesn't have her documents." The professor was able to persuade the agents to call the 
university to clear up the student's status. 

"I have concerns for people who are legally here and making a great contribution but could get stuck in 
the system," says Brendan P. O'Brien, director of the International Students and Scholars Office at 
Cornell University. Recently a foreign visiting-faculty member at the university missed a conference in 
Chicago because customs agents didn't understand his change-of-status papers. "What's happening is 
more than just a minor inconvenience." 


