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ABOUT CAUSE OF ACTION

Cause of Action is a non-profit, Cause of Action exists because the
nonpartisan government accountability Executive Branch's discretionary power
organization that fights to protect in spending our dollars, regulating our
economic opportunity when federal sources of livelihood, and making
regulations, spending and cronyism choices that shape our country must be
threaten it. limited.

GET INVOLVED Email Address First Name SIGN UP

CLIENT APPROVAL DATE




@CAUSE ABOUT OUR WORK BLOG
\ “ACTION ]

Advocates for Government Accountability

WHO WE ARE

MEDIA GET INVOLVED CL

Cause of Action is a non-profit, nonpartisan government accountability

organization that fights to protect economic opportunity when federal regulations,
spending and cronyism threaten it.

CONTACT WORK WI

What We Are About:

Cause of Action exists because the Executive Branch's discretionary power in
spending our dollars, regulating our sources of livelihood, and making choices that
chape our country must be limited

Three principles guide Cause of Action’s educational mission:

Americans have the right to know about how Washington spends their
money

L

Americans deserve an efficient, effective federal government that works for
them, not the politically powerful

Americans have an interest in living free and prosperous lives without the
interference of arbitrary and abusive executive power.

What We Do:

Cause of Action uses investigative, legal and communications tools to educate the
public on how government transparency and accountability protects economic
opportunity for American taxpayers

Secondary Heading Style

Cause of Action uses investigative, legal and communications tools to educate the
public on how government transparency and accountability protects economic
opportunity for American taxpayers

“This is a pull quote, investigative, legal and communications tools to

educate the public on how government transparency and accountability
protects economic opportunity for American taxpayers.”

Cause of Action uses investigative, Icgal and communications tools to educate the
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MEDIA CONTACT

Mary Beth Hutchins

Communications Director
Office: 202-499-4232
Email: mary.beth@causeofaction.org
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secret Pentagon policy may delay responses

to Freedom of Information Act requests
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The Hill: Dan Epstein: Who should be holding
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Cause of Action is a non-profit, nonpartisan government accountability

organization that fights to protect economic opportunity when federal regulations,
spending and cronyism threaten it.
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Media Contacts

Mary Beth Hutchins, Communications Director
Office: 202-499-4232 = ==
Email: mary.beth@causeofaction.org A
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Jamie Morris, Communications Specialist
Office: 202-499-2425

Email: jamie.morris@causeofaction.org FOLLOW US Yy f

If you are reporting federal government corruption, waste, or fraud, please consider MEDIA CONTACT
using our Blow the Whistle form. If this is a general inquiry, please fill out the form
below. Mary Beth Hutchins

Communications Director

Fll‘St Name Last Name Office: 202-499-4237
A-five Email: mary. beth{@mcauseofaction.org
Email Address RECENT NEWS

secret Pentagon policy may delay responses
to Freedom of Information Act requests
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Cause of Action is a non-profit, nonpartisan government accountability

organization that fights to protect economic opportunity when federal regulations,
spending and cronyism threaten it.
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Dan Epstein

Executive Director

Prior to joining Cause of Action, Epstein served at the
U.5. House of Representatives for several years as a
Counsel for Oversight and Investigations at the
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform. He
was the lead counsel on tax, labor, nonprofit and federal
grant spending investigations and oversight and his
prominent investigations concerned the Association o..

VIEW FULL BIO

Mary Beth Hutchins

Communications Director

Prior to joining Cause of Action, Hutchins spent several
vears at an Alexandria, VA-based public relations firm
where she managed press outreach for a number of
national non-profit groups. Her accounts included
multiple books on the New York Times bestseller list, a
variety of issue-specific organizations, and high-profile
crisis management. From strategic planning to social..

VIEW FULL BIO
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Cause of Action is a non-profit, nonpartisan government accountability

organization that fights to protect economic opportunity when federal regulations,
spending and cronyism threaten it.

ABOU] CONTACT

Work With Us:

Cause of Action, 2 nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that uses investigative, legal,

and communications tools to educate the public on how government accountability
and transparency protects taxpayer interests and economic opportunity is looking
for extremely motivated, excellence-oriented professionals to join the team in the
following roles. Cause of Action addresses key threats to economic freedom
through "sunshine advocacy” in the form of information requests under the
Freedom of Information Act, regulatory comments and strategic, direct litigation
Cause of Action’s boutique-sized staff and expertise in investigative advocacy
enables it to offer premier legal services to individuals and organizations of all
sizes in local and national matters. We offer innovative and challenging work, a
friendly environment and excellent benefits. We are looking for individuals with
diverse backgrounds and experience to complement our strengths and become
part of our exciting future

Now Accepting Applications For:

Law Clerk

Essential Responsibilities

0 Format and organize website content in preparation for redesigned website
launch

O Assist the Communications staff in monitoring and researching news.
O Assist with booking interview for the organization’'s spokespeople.
O Draft written materials for the website and outreach purposes

O Update website content as directed
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Dan Epstein discusses the corruption within the Department of
Homeland Security Office of Inspector General with Jake Tapper on

CNN's The Lead.
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THIS IS THE NAME OF THE TOPIC

These are a couple of paragraphs explaining this topic, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et
dolore magna aligua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliguip ex ea commodo conseguat.
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat
non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremqgue laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eagque ipsa
guae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit
aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed guia conseguuntur magni dolores eos gui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro
guisquam est, qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit amet, consectetur, adipisci velit, sed quia non numguam eius modi tempora incidunt
ut labore et dolore magnam aliguam quaerat voluptatem.

n This 1s a Heading that Has to do With this
Particular Topic. There Are Two Other featured
News items. But They Aren’t Shown right away.

Dan Epstein discusses the corruption within the Department of
Homeland Security Office of Inspector General with Jake Tapper on
CNN’'s The Lead

TITLEfINFOGRAPHIC

This Is the Title of the Infographic to do With this Particular
Topic. It could by Numerous Lines long, but hopefully only a
couple or three if absolutely neccessary.

RELATED CONTENT

Amicus Brief, McCutcheon v. FEC

In 2010, the Associated Press (AP) uncovered that the Department of Homeland Security FOLLOW US w ¥
(DHS) was blatantly politicizing the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) process by having
senior political appointees review requests. Additionally, it was lorem ipsum duspus...

FILING 12 May 2013 DOWNLOAD PDF MEDIA CONTACT
Mary Beth Hutchins

Cause of Action Files IRS Cr}mplaint Against Enroll America For Communications Director

Violating the Internal Revenue Code s

Email: mary.beth@causeofaction.org
A watchdog group accused a real-estate developer of greasing its way to silly nilly government

subsidies by filling the campaign coffers of public officials

PRESS RELEASE 12 May 2013 DOWNLOAD PDF R T ;
% RECENT NEWS
: : secret Pentagon policy may delay responses
IRS FOIA Cﬂmplalnt to Freedom of Information Act requests
Department of Defense FOIA offices are prohibited from responding to “significant” FOIA 12 Jan 2013 Filings [EARN MORI

requests having "departmental level interest” without approval from the... Pentagon,

according to a policy document obtained by Cause of Action from... process by having senior The Hill: Dan Epstein: Who should be holding
whom accountable?

-1 013 DOWNLOAD PDF cE

The Hill: Dan Epstein: Who should be helding
Cause of Action Files IRS Cﬂmplamt Against Enroll America For whom accountable?

Violating the Internal Revenue Code 12 Jan 2013 Filings EARN MORE

Cause of Action has conducted previous investigations into how non-profit groups are
nandling federal grant money as well as how the |IRS monitors...

NEWSLETTER 12 May 2013 LEARN MORE

The Hill: Dan Epstein: Who should be holding whom accountable?

In 2010, the Associated Press (AP) uncovered that the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
was blatantly politicizing the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) process by having senior
political appointees review requests.

PRESS RELEASE 12 May 2013

Wall Street Journal: Watchdog Group Accuses Developer of Massive
Pay-to-Play Scheme

A watchdog group accused a real-estate developer of greasing its way to silly nilly government
subsidies by filling the campaign coffers of public officials

FILING 12 May 2013 DOWMNLOAD PDF LEARN MORE

Secret Pentagon policy may delay responses to Freedom of Information
Act requests

Department of Defense FOIA offices are prohibited from responding to "significant”™ FOIA
requests having "departmental level interest” without approval from the... Pentagon,

INVESTIGATION 12 May 2013 DOWNLOAD PDF
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INVESTIGATIONS

This i1s a short blurb about what exactly an Investigation is. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad
minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum. Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis i1ste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque
laudantium, totam rem aperiam.
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White House and Treasury Department Politicize FOIA

In 2010, the Associated Press (AP) uncovered that the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) was blatantly politicizing the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) process by having
senior political appointees review requests. Additionally, it was lorem ipsum duspus...
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White House and Treasury Department Politicize FOIA

In 2010, the Associated Press (AP) uncovered that the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) was blatantly politicizing the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
process by having senior political appointees review requests. Additionally, it...
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Wall Street Journal: Watchdog Group Accuses Developer of
Massive Pay-to-Play Scheme

04/20/13 A watchdog group accused a real-estate developer of greasing its way to silly nilly

government subsidies by filling the campaign coffers of public officials
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Cause of Action Files IRS Complaint Against Enroll America For
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02/02/13 Cause of Action has conducted previous investigations into how non-profit groups
are handling federal grant money as well as how the IRS monitors. ..
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In 2010, the Associated Press (AP) uncovered that the Department of Homeland
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Cause of Action Files IRS Complaint Against Enroll
America For Violating the Internal Revenue Code

Jamie Morris 12 May 2013 Press Releases

WASHINGTON - Today, Cause of Action (CoA), a government accountability
organization, filed a complaint before the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) asking for
the IRS to revoke the charitable status of Enroll America, the nonprofit whose mission
is to enroll individuals in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act's insurance
exchanges. Enroll America is, the complaint alleges, improperly classified as a
501(c)(3) organization and therefore in violation of the Internal Revenue Code.

“If Enroll America iIs designed to benefit insurance companies instead of the
American public, then its charitable status no longer applies,” said Dan Epstein,
executive director of Cause of Action. "An organization that has been granted tax
deductible status but is actually depriving the American people of taxable revenue
warrants an investigation’”

Cause of Action has conducted previous investigations into how non-profit groups
are handling federal grant money as well as how the IRS monitors tax-exempt groups.
Their report on potential violations of the law concerning stimulus funds that went
to a program called Communities Putting Prevention to Work can be found here. A
report released last month delves into a little known provision of the tax code called
fiscal sponsorship, which is ripe for abuse and not being monitored well by the IRS.
The report can be found here. This Enroll America complaint is the latest in CoA's
work to ensure that organizations benefiting from taxpayer dollars and tax exemption
are adhering to the law.

Cause of Action is requesting an immediate investigation to address the following:

Enroll America does not operate as a 501(c)(2) charity; it 15 organized more
like a trade association for the healthcare industry, employing marketing and
political tactics to sell health insurance. Accordingly, Enroll America is not
organized and operating exclusively for a charitable purpose

The for-profit healthcare providers represented on EA's board of directors and

o advisory board stand to reap a substantial private benefit from EA that is not
shared by its intended beneficiaries, meaning Enroll America fails the private
inurement and private benefit doctrines.

Cause of Action will also be sending a letter to Covered California, California’s state
health exchange, to alert them of liabilities under federal and state laws and
guidelines. Enroll America will be a liaison to state health exchanges across the
country, such as Covered California, who manage the sale of health insurance
policies.

“The risk of spending federal money in wasteful, fraudulent or abusive ways as
they fund outreach activities to enroll the uninsured should put state
exchanges on high alert,” said Dan Epstein. “Covered California creates a
one-stop insurance marketplace, while conducting outreach similar to that of
Enroll America, and we want these exchanges to be aware of the numerous
laws and regulations that could present multiple liabilities for them as
enrollment begins.”

The complaint can be found here

The liability alert letter to the General Counsel of Covered California is here.

Tags: Enroll America, IRS, tax-exempt
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DCBabyBoy wrote: I

Again, another wonderful story | didn't know about from the civil rights era. Man...these people had some
nerve, challenging America to live up to her creed while risking punishment by the law. In many ways, the
work continues....

- brwntrt wrote:

Thank you Ms. Johnson for standing up to prejudice and doing the right thing. | admire your courage and it is
an example for others to follow. Our nation is a better place because of your courage.

Darrellfb wrote:

Beautiful article.
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