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From: Marie Connelly
To: chiefcounseldisclosure@tigta.treas.gov
Bcc:
Subject: Status of FOIA Request F13286-0081?
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 5:15:54 PM
Attachments: 2013 3 4 IRS Final Response WH.pdf

To Whom It May Concern:
 
On March 4, 2013, Bertrand Tzeng, Disclosure Manager for the HQ Disclosure Program Operations
& FOIA, transferred a portion of Cause of Action’s FOIA Request to your office.  As you will see on
page three of the attached letter, Mr. Tzeng states:
 

“In response to Item 7, you asked for all documents pertaining to any investigation
by the
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) into the unauthorized
disclosure of IRC section 6103 return information to anyone in the Executive Office
of
the President. We have transferred this portion of your request to TIGTA. That
office
has jurisdiction over the records you requested and will respond to your request.”
 

I write to determine the status of this FOIA request, case number F13286-0081.  Would you please
call me at  to discuss its status?
 
Marie A. Connelly | Staff Counsel | Cause of Action
1919 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 650
Washington, D.C. 20006

Admitted in the District of Columbia & New York
 
Click here to subscribe to our alerts!
Click here to subscribe to our alerts!
 

           
 
Confidentiality:
The information contained in, and attached to, this communication may be confidential,  and is intended only for the use
of the recipient named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited.  If you have
received this communication in error, please re-send this communication to the sender and delete the original message
and any copy of it from your computer system.  Thank you.

Ber
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From: Bowers Diane K TIGTA
To: Marie Connelly
Subject: RE: Status of FOIA Request F13286-0081?
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 4:08:43 PM

Hi Marie,
 
Yes, for appeal purposes, you may consider our response as being received today as
you do not have a record of it being received previously.
 
Diane
 
 
From:  Marie Connelly  
Sent:  Wednesday, May 22, 2013 2:00 PM
To:  Bowers Diane K TIGTA
Subject:  RE: Status of FOIA Request F13286-0081?
 
Dear Diane,

Thank you kindly for your quick response and for talking to me on the phone regarding CoA’s FOIA
Request, 2013-FOI-00017. 
 
After reading TIGTA’s November 30, 2012 letter, Cause of Action would like to appeal this
determination.  We realize that the 35-day deadline to submit an appeal has passed, but considering
that Cause of Action did not receive the appeal because of the address change, we respectfully
request an opportunity to submit an appeal with the 35-day period beginning today.  Our appeal
would therefore be due on or by June 26, 2013. 
 
Alternatively, we could submit the same FOIA request to TIGTA, receive the same response from
TIGTA, and start the process anew.  However, this is inefficient for both TIGTA and for Cause of
Action.
 
With your confirmation, the clock for CoA’s appeal of the November 30, 2012 letter begins today. 
Please contact me at  or at this email address if you have any question or would like
any additional information.
 
Sincerely,
Marie
 
 

From:  Bowers Diane K TIGTA [mailto:Diane.Bowers@tigta.treas.gov] 
Sent:  Wednesday, May 22, 2013 10:57 AM
To:  Marie Connelly
Subject:  RE: Status of FOIA Request F13286-0081?
 
Hi Marie,
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Here is our response to Ms. Groen.  I looked into whether we had sent an
acknowledgment to Ms. Groen.  I determined we did not send an acknowledgment to
her as the IRS said to wait until they had officially referred it to us.  In the meantime
(waiting for them to do the “official” referral), we went ahead and processed it and
responded to our portion of the request. 
 
Please call me if you have any other questions.  Thank you.
 
Diane K. Bowers
Government Information Specialist
TIGTA/Chief Counsel/Disclosure Branch
Phone 202-927-7043
Fax 202-622-3339
 
From:  Marie Connelly  
Sent:  Tuesday, May 21, 2013 5:16 PM
To:  &TIGTA Chief Counsel Disclosure
Subject:  Status of FOIA Request F13286-0081?
 
To Whom It May Concern:
 
On March 4, 2013, Bertrand Tzeng, Disclosure Manager for the HQ Disclosure Program Operations
& FOIA, transferred a portion of Cause of Action’s FOIA Request to your office.  As you will see on
page three of the attached letter, Mr. Tzeng states:
 

“In response to Item 7, you asked for all documents pertaining to any investigation
by the
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) into the unauthorized
disclosure of IRC section 6103 return information to anyone in the Executive Office
of
the President. We have transferred this portion of your request to TIGTA. That
office
has jurisdiction over the records you requested and will respond to your request.”
 

I write to determine the status of this FOIA request, case number F13286-0081.  Would you please
call me at  to discuss its status?
 
Marie A. Connelly | Staff Counsel | Cause of Action
1919 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 650
Washington, D.C. 20006

Admitted in the District of Columbia & New York
 
Click here to subscribe to our alerts!
Click here to subscribe to our alerts!
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 DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

                WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005 
 

 
 
 
             INSPECTOR GENERAL 
                                         FOR TAX 
                               ADMINISTRATION  

 
July 3, 2013 

 
 
 
The Honorable Charles Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Grassley: 
 

This letter responds to your June 3, 2013 letter requesting information on TIGTA 
investigations.  On June 21, 2013, we held an in-person briefing with your staff, which 
generated a follow-up e-mail on June 25, 2013 that clarified and supplemented your 
original request.   

 
You requested information on TIGTA investigations involving audits of political 

candidates and unauthorized accesses to tax records of political candidates or donors.  
In our briefing with staff, we noted that we do not track statistically by category whether 
cases involve political candidates or donors.  However, we have conducted a search of 
our records to identify the cases in which the political activity of a complainant or victim 
was noted in the case tracking system as relevant to the matter under review.  This 
includes cases involving candidates or donors themselves, as well as their spouses and 
entities associated with political donors and candidates.  We have identified the 
following information as responsive to your request. 

 
Question One: 
 
Since 2006, in how many instances has TIGTA found evidence that the IRS targeted for 
audit any candidates for public office?  In our meeting, your staff expanded this request 
to include allegations and investigations on this topic. 
 

We did not identify any closed cases from 2006 to the present involving 
allegations that the IRS targeted for audit candidates for public office.  We are currently 
reviewing two allegations on this topic. 
 
Question Two: 
 
Since 2006, in how many instances has TIGTA found evidence that the confidential tax 
records of any political donor or candidate for public office were inappropriately 
accessed by any IRS employee or other Federal or State government officials?  In our  
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meeting, your staff expanded this request to include allegations and investigations on 
this topic. 
 

We identified eight items involving allegations of unauthorized access or 
disclosure of tax records of political donors or candidates.   
 

Our reviews determined that in four of these eight cases, the allegations were not 
substantiated by evidence.  In one case, we determined that no access occurred, and, 
in three cases, access occurred, but there were legitimate business reasons for the 
access.   
 

In the other four of the eight cases, we found evidence that unauthorized access 
or disclosure occurred.  In three of these cases, we determined that the unauthorized 
access or disclosure occurred, but was inadvertent and there was no evidence of 
willfulness.  We referred one of these three cases to the Department of Justice for 
additional review, and the Department of Justice concurred with our assessment that 
there was no willfulness and declined prosecution.  In the fourth case, we presented 
evidence of a willful unauthorized access to the Department of Justice, but the case was 
declined for prosecution. 
 

As we have discussed, we believe this is the level of detail that we are able to 
provide on these cases consistent with the confidentiality restrictions of 26 U.S.C. § 
6103.  We can provide additional details on these cases if authorized by the Chairman 
of the Committee on Finance. 
 

I hope this information is helpful.  If you or your staff has any questions, please 
contact me at 202-622-6500 or Deputy Inspector General for Investigations Tim Camus 
at 202-927-7160. 
 
 
                                                             Sincerely, 

 

                         
 

                                                       J. Russell George 
                                                       Inspector General 
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