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CONDITIONAL COMMITMENT LETTER
September 18, 2009

Fisker Automotive, Inc.
19 Corporate Park
Irvine, CA 92606

Re:  Loan Application of Fisker Automotive, Inc. (the “Application™)
ATVM Loan Number: A1005

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Fisker Automotive, Inc. (“you” or the “Applicant”) has submitted an application (the
“Application’) for a term loan authorized and approved by the United States Department of
Energy (“DOE”) and made by and through the Federal Financing Bank, an instrumentality of the
United States government created by the Federal Financing Bank Act of 1973 that is under the
general supervision of the Secretary of the Treasury (the “FFB”), pursuant to DOE’s Advanced
Technology Vehicles Manufacturing Incentive Program (the “A4TFAM Program’) authorized by
section 136 of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007, as amended from time to time
(“Section 136™).

This conditional commitment letter (together with all attachments hereto, including the
Terms and Conditions for the Loans under the ATVM Program (the “Term Sheer”) attached as
Appendix A hereto, the “Conditional Commitment Letter’”) will confirm the understanding and
agreement between DOE and the Applicant in connection with the proposed financing for the
Karma Engineering Works and the Kx Facility (as such terms are defined in the Term Sheet).
Capitalized terms used but not defined herein have the meanings given to such terms in (i) the
Term Sheet or (i) 10 CFR Part 611 and any other new or amended regulations promulgated by
DOE to implement Section 136 (the “Applicable Regulations,” and together with Section 136,
the “Program Requirements”). All provisions of this Conditional Commitment Letter are subject
to the Program Requirements.

l. Facilities, etc.

You have advised us that you wish to obtain the direct loan(s) described in the Term
Sheet to finance (i) the cost of certain Karma Engineering Works in an aggregate amount of up
to $169,300,000 (the “Karma Loan™) and (ii) the cost of establishing the Kx Facility in an
aggregate amount of up to $359,360,000 (the “Kx Loan”, and together with the Karma Loan, the
“Loans™).

2. Conditional Commitment

In connection with the foregoing, we are pleased to advise you that DOE is willing to (i)
arrange the Loans, (i) designate the Applicant as a borrower under the Program Financing
Agreement and (iii) cause FFB to enter into a Note Purchase Agreement with the Applicant for
the purchase of one or more notes issued by the Applicant as more particularly set out in the
Term Sheet. DOE’s commitment hereunder is subject to (a) the preparation, execution and
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delivery of definitive Transaction Documents (as defined in the Term Sheet) incorporating the
terms and conditions set forth in this Conditional Commitment Letter, satisfactory to DOE; ()
the absence of a Material Adverse Effect (as defined in the Term Sheet); (c¢) DOE’s satisfaction
with all legal, tax and accounting matters with respect to the Applicant; (d) DOE’s satisfaction
with the capital, corporate and organizational structure of the Applicant; (e) your receipt to
DOE’s satisfaction of all governmental and third party consents necessary to permit the Loans
and the borrowings thereunder; and (/) those conditions precedent specified in the Term Sheet.

As an inducement to DOE to enter into this Conditional Commitment Letter, the
Applicant represents and warrants to and agrees with DOE that:

(1) the Applicant will use the proceeds of the Karma Loan to perform
engineering integration work in the United States related to the development, commercial
production, sale and marketing of Fisker’s Karma high performance plug-in hybrid
electric vehicle (such development, commercial production, sale and marketing, together
with the related engineering integration work, the “Karma Project™);

(i)  the Applicant will use the proceeds of the Kx Loan to establish and
complete the construction and development of a manufacturing facility in the United
States to be used in the development, commercial production, sale and marketing of
Fisker’s Kx plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (such development, commercial production,
sale and marketing, together with the establishment and construction of such
manufacturing facility, the “Kx Project” and, together with the Karma Project, the
“Projects”), all as contemplated by the Application;

(iif)  the Applicant and its affiliates are not seeking (and will not seek prior to
the earlier of the occurrence of the Financial Closing Date (as defined in the Term Sheet)
or the expiration of the conditional commitments of DOE contemplated hereby pursuant
to Section 13 of this Conditional Commitment Letter) alternative financing arrangements
for the uses contemplated for the Loans, it being understood that the Applicant may seek
supplemental funding from states or other non-federal governmental entities in the United
States in connection with any part of the Projects (“Supplemental Funding”), provided
that such Supplemental Funding is permitted by the Program Requirements; and

(iv)  the transactions contemplated hereby have been duly authorized by all
corporate action required on the part of the Applicant (including all approvals of holders
of any equity interests in the Applicant that may be necessary or desirable for the
execution, delivery and performance of this Conditional Commitment Letter and the
undertaking of the obligations set forth in Section 7 of this Conditional Commitment
Letter with respect to the definitive Transaction Documents, including incurring the
indebtedness under the Loans and undertaking the Projects, by the Applicant).

3. True and Complete Disclosure
The Applicant hereby certifies as follows:

) The information, reports, financial statements, exhibits and schedules
furnished by or on behalf of the Applicant or any subsidiary of the Applicant to DOE,
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FFB or their respective designees, agents or representatives in connection with the
negotiation, preparation or delivery of this Conditional Commitment Letter, including the
Application, the Term Sheet, and the Information Certificate delivered by the Applicant
on the date hereof (the “Information Certificate”) or'included herein or therein or
delivered pursuant hereto or thereto, when taken as a whole, do not contain any untrue
statement of material fact or omit to state any material fact necessary to make the
statements herein and therein, in light of the circumstances under which they were made,
not misleading (it being understood that in the case of projections, such projections are
based on estimates which Applicant believes to be reasonable as of the date such
projections are stated or certified).

(ity  All information furnished after the date hereof by or on behalf of the
Applicant or any other subsidiary of the Applicant to DOE, FFB or their respective
designees, agents or representatives in connection with this Conditional Commitment
Letter, including the Term Sheet, or the Transaction Documents and the transactions
contemplated hereby and thereby will be, when taken as a whole, true, complete and
accurate in every material respect and not contain any untrue statement of material fact or
omit to state any material fact necessary to make the statements herein and therein, in
light of the circumstances under which they were made, not misleading (it being
understood that in the case of projections, such projections are based on estimates which
Applicant believes to be reasonable as of the date such projections are stated or certified).

(it  There is no fact known to the Applicant (other than facts generally known
to the public that relate to changes in the automotive industry or to conditions in the U.S.
or global economy or capital or financial markets generally or to changes in general legal,
tax, regulatory, political or business conditions) that, after due inquiry, could reasonably
be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect that has not been disclosed herein or in a
report, financial statement, exhibit, schedule, disclosure letter or other writing furnished
to DOE or FFB for use in connection with the transactions contemplated hereby.

4, Indemnity

The Applicant hereby indemnifies and holds harmless the United States, including DOE
and FFB, and each other governmental agency or instrumentality of the United States, their
respective designees, agents, and contractors, and all of their respective directors, officers and
employees (each, an “Indemnified Person) from and against (and will reimburse each
Indemnified Person for) any and all losses, claims, damages, liabilities or other expenses
(including the reasonable fees, disbursements and other charges of counsel, but not including the
expenses incurred by DOE in connection with the preparation, negotiation, execution and
delivery of this Conditional Commitment Letter, Term Sheet and any Transaction Documents),
as the same are incurred, to which such Indemnified Person may become subject arising out of or
relating to (i) the execution or delivery of this Conditional Commitment Letter, Term Sheet, any
Transaction Document or any agreement or instrument contemplated hereby or thereby, or the
performance by the parties hereto or thereto of their respective obligations hereunder or
thereunder or the consummation of the transactions contemplated hereby or thereby, (ii) the
enforcement or preservation of any rights under this Conditional Commitment Letter, Term
Sheet, any Transaction Document or any agreement or instrument prepared in connection
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herewith or therewith, (iii) the Loans or the use or proposed use of the proceeds thereof, (iv) any
actual or alleged presence or release of any substance of any kind defined as hazardous or toxic
under the environmental laws of the United States, any foreign government or international
organization, or of any state, local, municipal or other governmental authority, on or from any
property owned, occupied or operated by the Applicant or any of its affiliates, or any
environmental liability related in any way to the Applicant or any of its affiliates or any of its
properties, or (v) any actual or prospective claim, litigation, investigation or proceeding relating
to any of the foregoing, whether based on contract, tort or any other theory, whether brought by
any third party or by the Applicant or any of its affiliates or otherwise, and regardless of whether
any Indemnified Person is a party thereto, provided that such indemnity shall not apply to the
extent the loss, claim, damage, liability or other expense results from the gross negligence or
willful misconduct of the Indemnified Person, in each case as determined by a court of
competent jurisdiction in a final, non-appealable order. This indemnity obligation shall survive
the execution of the Loan Documents and the expiration or other termination of the Loans.

5. Cooperation

The Applicant will cooperate fully with DOE and its representatives and advisors with
respect to its due diligence investigation of the Projects, including providing prompt and
complete access to employees, engineers, accountants, facilities, books and records and contracts
of the Applicant, as well as such other information as may be requested by DOE or its
representatives or advisors, subject to reasonable measures implemented to ensure confidentiality
of the information provided (consistent with the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act,
5 U.S.C. § 552 (“FOIA) and any regulations promulgated thereunder, and other applicable law).

6. Reporting Requirements

The Applicant will provide the following documents and information to DOE beginning
on the date on which a conditional commitment exists up to and including the Financial Closing
Date (at which point the Applicant will comply with the various reporting requirements set forth
in the Loan Documents) or, if this Conditional Commitment Letter is terminated as provided
herein, through this Conditional Commitment Letter’s termination date:

(a) within five business days of the Applicant obtaining knowledge of such change,
notice of any previously unreported change to the information contained in the
Applicant’s Application for the Loans which could reasonably be expected to
have a material adverse effect on either Project or Fisker or on the value of any
collateral valued in the Collateral Value Certificate, including any material
change in (i) the description of the Projects and related plans and contractors; (ii)
the status of each Project’s related applications or approvals for governmental
permits and authorizations; and (iii) the potential environmental impact of each
Project; and

(b) at all times, any other information requested by DOE in its reasonable judgment
regarding the Applicant or the Projects.
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7. Definitive Loan Documents

As soon as practicable following the execution and delivery of this Conditional
Commitment Letter, DOE and the Applicant will negotiate in good faith to enter into definitive
Transaction Documents with respect to the transactions described in the Term Sheet to be on
such terms and conditions as DOE and the Applicant mutually agree. The definitive Transaction
Documents will include (3) the terms contained herein, including those terms set forth in the
Applicable Regulations and Term Sheet, and (ii) such other terms and conditions as DOE and the
Applicant mutually agree. Each of DOE and the Applicant will use its reasonable best efforts to
prepare such Transaction Documents, and agree to take all such actions as may be required to
consummate the transactions described in the Term Sheet on the terms and conditions set forth
therein. However, the failure of DOE to execute and deliver the definitive Transaction
Documents will not affect the binding effect or enforceability of Sections 3, 4, 8, 11 and 12 of
this Conditional Commitment Letter.

8. Assignment; Entire Agreement

This Conditional Commitment Letter shall not be assignable by the Applicant without the
prior written consent of DOE (and any such purported assignment shall be void) and may not be
amended or waived except by a written instrument signed by DOE and Applicant. By executing
this Conditional Commitment Letter, DOE and Applicant acknowledge that this Conditional
Commitment Letter, including the Term Sheet, is the only agreement between the Applicant and
DOE with respect to the Loans and sets forth the entire understanding of the parties with respect
thereto. This Conditional Commitment Letter is intended to be solely for the benefit of the
parties hereto and is not intended to confer any benefits upon, or create any rights in favor of,
any person other than the parties hereto.

9. Binding Nature; Survival

The provisions of this Conditional Commitment Letter are binding on the parties hereto,
and Sections 3, 4, 8, 11 and 12 of this Conditional Commitment Letter shall survive any
termination or expiration of this Conditional Commitment Letter, provided that you will be
released from your indemnification obligations hereunder upon the execution of the Loan
Documents and the occurrence of the Financial Closing Date thereunder.

10. Counterparts

This Conditional Commitment Letter may be executed in separate counterparts, each of
which shall be an original and all of which taken together shall constitute one and the same
agreement. Such executed counterparts may be delivered electronically, with the original to be
delivered promptly thereafter.

11. Public Statements

Neither the Applicant nor any subsidiary of the Applicant, nor any director, officer,
employee or other agent affiliated with the Applicant or any person affiliated with any of the
foregoing, shall make any press announcements or public statement about the Projects or the
Loans without the prior written approval of the Director of the ATVM program at DOE.
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12.  Governing Law

This Conditional Commitment Letter shall be governed by the federal laws of the United
States of America and not the law of the several states.

13.  Acceptance of Term Sheet; Expiration of Commitment

If you are in agreement with the foregoing, please indicate your acceptance of the terms
and conditions of this Conditional Commitment Letter, including the Term Sheet, by signing in
the appropriate space below and returning to DOE (whether by way of manual or electronic
delivery) an executed counterpart of this Conditional Commitment Letter not later than 5:00 p.m.,
Washington D.C. time, on September 18, 2009. DOE’s commitment hereunder will expire at
such time in the event DOE has not received such executed counterpart in accordance with the
preceding sentence. Hereafter, this Conditional Commitment Letter and DOE’s commitments
hereunder shall terminate on the earlier of (i) February 15, 2010 (unless the Secretary or his
appointed designee agrees to an extension, with such modifications of the terms hereof as he may
require in his discretion), and (i) the date on which the Loan Documents have been executed and

delivered.

[Signatures Appear on Next Two Pages]
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Yery truly yours,

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Lachlan Seward,
as Director of the Advanced Technology
Vehicles Manufacturing Incentive Program
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ACCEPTED AND AGREED TO
as of the date of this Conditional Commitment Letter:

FISKER AUTOMOTIYE INC.

4‘@

& Jrtiee THORBuRN
CFO
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APPENDIX A
to the Conditional Commitment Letter

TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE LOANS UNDER THE ATVM PROGRAM

This Term Sheet outlines the material terms and conditions of the transactions
contemplated herein, but is not intended to be a comprehensive list of all relevant terms and
conditions. The Transaction Documents will contain the terms and conditions set forth in this
Term Sheet, in addition to other standard provisions and such other terms and conditions as DOE,
in its discretion, may require. DOE reserves the right to propose such further terms and
conditions as it deems necessary in the course of further due diligence and receipt of related
approvals satisfactory to DOE, in its discretion, and any other approval procedures customary for
a transaction of this nature.

Facility
1. Facility

Two multi-draw term loan facilities consisting of the Loans in an aggregate amount of up
to $528,660,000 that are full recourse to the Borrower (as defined below), consisting of (i) the
Karma Loan facility, in an aggregate amount of up to $169,300,000, and (i) the Kx Loan facility,
in an aggregate amount of up to $359,360,000.

The Loans will be secured by a first priority lien or security interest on all of the assets
acquired with proceeds of the Loans and substantially all of the other assets of the Borrower as
described in Section 15 of this Term Sheet.

2. Borrower

The borrower for the Loans will be Fisker Automotive, Inc., a corporation organized
under the laws of Delaware (“Fisker” or the “Borrower”). Prior to the Financial Closing Date
(as defined in Section 20 below), the current shareholders of Fisker will establish a new legal
entity (“Holding™) for the sole purpose of owning 100% of Fisker.

Projects and Eligible Project Costs

3. Projects

The projects to be financed with the Loans consist of (i) the engineering integration work
performed in the United States (and related tooling and engineering integration) with respect to
the Karma Project (the “Karma Engineering Works™) and (ii) the establishment of a
manufacturing facility in the United States with respect to the Kx Project (the “Kx Facility”),
each as described in more detail in the Application and in the Milestones to be developed
pursuant to Section 4 below.

4, Business Plan

(a) The Borrower will, no later than 15 business days prior to the Financial Closing
Date (as defined in Section 22 of this Term Sheet), and at specified intervals during the terms of
the Loans, provide to DOE an updated business plan for the Projects containing, in each case, as
may be acceptable to DOE in its discretion (unless set forth otherwise below):

23033514v10



Case 1:13-cv-00037-KBJ Document 23-4 Filed 07/30/13 Page 14 of 128

=

i) a reasonably detailed list of milestones (the “Milestones”), in
chronological order, that the Borrower will need to satisfy in order to fully complete each
Project, together with the anticipated completion date for each of the Milestones (each, a
“Milestone Completion Date”y and, to the extent they can be identified as of such date,
the anticipated costs and expenses that the Borrower expects will be incurred and paid for
each Project in connection with, and through the completion of, each of the Milestones,

(i1) financial statements as of June 30, 2009, for the Borrower, together with a
financial model presenting projected financial statements, quarterly for 2009, 2010 and
2011 and annually thereafter, for the Borrower for the proposed term of the obligations,
including, inter alia, income statements, balance sheets and cash flow statements,

(iii)  adetailed description of the overall financing plan for each Project and all
other projected cash needs of the Borrower for the same period, including all projected
sources and uses of funding, a detailed schedule of proposed Loan advances for each
fiscal quarter and the applicable Eligible Project Costs (as such term is defined in Section
5(a)(ii) of this Term Sheet) to be reimbursed with such proceeds,

(iv)  separate operating and capital expenditure budget forecasts for each
Project’, including (4) a detailed line item breakdown of the total costs of each Project
(including, but not limited to, the costs of the Karma Engineering Works and the Kx
Facility, as applicable), in each case at a level of detail satisfactory to DOE, and (B) a
detailed description of the methodology and all material assumptions used to produce
such estimates and the projected financial statements referred to in clause (ii) above (the
“Karma Budger” or the “Kx Budget”, as applicable, and together, the “Budger”), and

W) such other information as may be required by DOE in its reasonable
discretion.

The items described in clauses (i) through (v) above, inclusive, as approved from time to time by
DOE, are referred to herein as the “Business Plan”.

(b)  The Borrower has submitted a proposed set of Milestones to DOE as of the date
hereof which DOE is currently reviewing. While the Business Plan may be periodically updated
in accordance with the terms of this Term Sheet, once approved by DOE (i) the Milestones and
the Milestone Completion Dates may only be updated or otherwise amended with the written
consent of the DOE and (ii) no Budget line item may be increased in a material amount (to be
defined more precisely in the Loan Documents) unless DOE has approved an equivalent
decrease in another Budget line item or the Borrower has obtained additional equity investment
commitments equal to the amount of such increase for the purpose of funding the cost thereof on
terms and conditions satisfactory to DOE. The Milestones to be included in the Business Plan
will in any event include:

: The capital expenditure budget should reflect an estimated $42 million site acquisition cost (which has been

used in Kx Facility Loan sizing) and a separate $33 million contingency available solely for site acquisition
expenses.
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(1) with respect to the Karma Project, (4) completion of the Karma
Engineering Works, (B) completion of all other engineering integration work required for
the Karma Project, (C) a schedule for completion of all vehicle certification requirements
in the United States and the European Union related to vehicle safety and environmental
matters; (D) commencement of commercial production of the Karma vehicle and
satisfaction of mutually agreed performance and quality assurance tests, (E) achieving
Karma vehicle sales of 11,000 units by September 30, 2011 at an average price of not less
than $87,900, and (F) creation of a satisfactory dealer network for sales of Karma
vehicles,

(i) with respect to the Kx Project, (4) purchase of the site required for the Kx
Facility (to be completed no later than April 30, 2010) (B) completion of construction
and/or re-equipping of the manufacturing facility for the Fisker Kx vehicle and all related
tooling work required for assembly thereof, (C) completion of all engineering integration
work required for tooling related to Kx vehicle assembly; (D) a schedule for completion
of all vehicle certification requirements related to safety and environmental matters for
retail sales of the Kx vehicle in the United States and European Union; (E)
commencement of commercial production of the Kx vehicle at the Kx Facility in
quantities to be mutually agreed and satisfaction of mutually agreed performance and
quality assurance tests and (F) creation of a satisfactory dealer network for sales of Kx
vehicles and

(i)  funding of all necessary equity capital required to achieve each Milestone
by the related Milestone Completion Date (such equity capital shall include at least $235
million of additional equity (the “Minimum Additional Equity”) to be raised by the
Milestone Completion Dates set forth on Schedule 2 hereto).

5. Use of Proceeds; Eligible Project Costs

(a) Eligible Project Costs

(i) The proceeds of the Karma Loan may be used from time to time solely for
the purpose of reimbursing the Borrower for costs or expenses of the Karma Engineering
Works specified in the relevant advance request that (4) qualify as eligible costs within
the meaning of Section 611.102 of the Applicable Regulations and that have not been
funded with proceeds (other than proceeds of the Karma Loan) obtained by the Borrower
from the United States or any instrumentality thereof (other than the Karma Loan),
including under the Troubled Asset Relief Program or any grant program, (B) are
provided for in the Karma Budget, (C) do not constitute Cost Overruns (as defined in
Section 8 of this Term Sheet), and (D) were not paid on or prior to December 31, 2008
(“Eligible Karma Engineering Costs”).

(ii)  The proceeds of the Kx Loan may be used from time to time solely for the
purpose of reimbursing the Borrower for costs or expenses of the Kx Facility specified in
the relevant advance request that (4) qualify as eligible costs within the meaning of
Section 611.102 of the Applicable Regulations and that have not been funded with
proceeds (other than proceeds of the Kx Loan) obtained by the Borrower from the United
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States or any instrumentality thereof (other than the Kx Loan), including under the
Troubled Asset Relief Program or any grant program, (B) are provided for in the Kx
Budget, (C) do not constitute Cost Overruns (as defined in Section 8 of this Term Sheet),
and (D) were not paid on or prior to December 31, 2008 (“Eligible Kx Facility Costs”,
and together with Eligible Karma Engineering Costs, the “Eligible Project Costs™).

(b) Projected Eligible Project Costs.

As of the date of this Term Sheet, Fisker estimates that:

1) the aggregate expenses for the Karma Engineering Works that qualify as
Eligible Karma Engineering Costs (including Historical Costs (as defined in Section 9(b)
of this Term Sheet) that would otherwise qualify as Eligible Karma Engineering Costs if
they had been incurred after December 31, 2008) will not exceed $213,700,000; and

(i)  the aggregate expenses for the Kx Facility that qualify as Eligible Kx
Facility Costs (including Historical Costs (as defined in Section 9(b) of this Term Sheet)
that would otherwise qualify as Eligible Kx Facility Costs if they had been incurred after
December 31, 2008) will not exceed $449,200,000.%

6. Applicant Commitment
Fisker will commit to pay all costs and expenses necessary for timely completion of:

1 the Karma Project (including the Karma Engineering Works and each
Milestone related to the Karma Project) to the extent such costs and expenses exceed the
amounts available from time to time under the terms of the Loan Documents (as defined
in Section 19) (such payments, the “Applicant Karma Project Payments”). Without
limiting the generality of the foregoing, immediately prior to FFB making any Advance
(as defined in Section 10(a) of this Term Sheet) related to the Karma Loan, Fisker will
make Applicant Karma Project Payments or provide evidence of Applicant Karma
Project Payments in a manner satisfactory to DOE of all expenses of the Karma
Engineering Works and incurred on or before the date of such Advance to the extent such
expenses exceed the Maximum Karma Loan Amount (as defined in Section 9(a)(i) of this
Term Sheet) as of the date of such Advance; and

(i)  the Kx Project (including each Milestone related to the Kx Project) to the
extent such costs and expenses exceed the amounts available from time to time under the
terms of the Loan Documents (such payments, the “Applicant Kx Project Paymenis”™).
Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, immediately prior to FFB making any
Advance related to the Kx Loan, Fisker will make Applicant Kx Project Payments or
provide evidence of Applicant Kx Project Payments in a manner satisfactory to DOE of
all expenses of the Kx Facility incurred on or before the date of such Advance to the
extent such expenses exceed the Maximum Kx Loan Amount (as defined in
Section 9(a)(ii) of this Term Sheet) as of the date of such Advance.

This assumes a Kx site acquisition cost of $42 million.
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7. Committed Equity Condition

The obligation to make any Advance will be subject to the condition (the “Committed
Equity Condition”) that the amount to be Advanced, together with (i) any remaining undisbursed
amount under the Loans, and (ii) Fisker's financial resources in the form of () cash and cash
equivalents on hand, (x) additional equity funding committed on terms satisfactory to DOE, ()
reasonable projections of future retained earnings satisfactory to DOE, and (z) available undrawn
commitments under the permitted working capital facility referred to in Section 28(c) (but
specifically excluding any cash or commitments that Fisker is restricted from using to fund costs
and expenses of the Projects, whether by contract, legal requirement or otherwise), will be
sufficient to:

(1) achieve each Milestone on or before the relevant Milestone Completion
Date,

(i)  provide all working capital contemplated in the Business Plan or otherwise
required for the Projects, including for commercial production of the Karma and Kx
vehicles at levels not less than those contemplated in the Business Plan, and

(iii)  fund any contingencies or cost overruns that might arise in connection
with the Projects.

8. Cost Overruns

In the event that the Borrower incurs costs and expenses in excess of any amount
specified in a specific line item of the Business Plan in respect of the Karma Engineering Works
or the Kx Facility (a “Cost Overrun”), the Borrower shall be required to pay such Cost Overrun
out of its own funds or with additional equity and not with the proceeds of any Loans.

Loans
9. The Loans, Historical Costs

(a) The Loans are to be made in one or more Advances by and through FFB, and
authorized, approved and arranged by DOE pursuant to the terms and conditions of the ATVM
Program, Section 136 and the Applicable Regulations, in an aggregate principal amount at no
time exceeding the lesser of:

) with respect to the Karma Loan, (x) 100% of Eligible Karma Engineering
Costs incurred and paid on or before the date of such Advance, (y) 80% of the sum of the
Eligible Karma Engineering Costs plus the applicable Historical Costs incurred and paid
on or before the date of such Advance (not counting for this purpose any such costs paid
with the proceeds of indebtedness other than the Karma Loan or indebtedness that has
been repaid or converted to equity prior to the Financial Closing Date (as defined in
Section 20)), and (z) $169,300,000 (such lesser amount, the “Maximum Karma Loan
Amount™), and
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(i)  with respect to the Kx Loan, provided that all conditions precedent under
Section 21 to the initial Advance of the Kx Loan have been satisfied, (x) 100% of
Eligible Kx Facility Costs incurred and paid on or before the date of such Advance, ()
80% of the sum of the Eligible Kx Facility Costs plus the applicable Historical Costs
incurred and paid on or before the date of such Advance (not counting for this purpose
any such costs paid with the proceeds of indebtedness other than the Kx Loan or
indebtedness that has been repaid or converted to equity prior to the Financial Closing
Date), and (z) $359,360,000 (such lesser amount, the “Maximum Kx Loan Amount™).

(b) The term “Hisrtorical Costs” means (i) with respect to the Karma Project those
costs of the Karma Engineering Works paid on or prior to December 31, 2008 that would have
been considered Eligible Karma Engineering Costs if they had instead been paid after December
31, 2008, and (ii) with respect to the Kx Project, those costs of the Kx Facility paid on or prior to
December 31, 2008 that would have been considered Eligible Kx Facility Costs if they had
instead been paid after December 31, 2008. For purposes of applying the limitations contained
in Section 9(a), the parties have assumed that the Historical Costs are equal to $44,300,000, in
the case of the Karma Project, and that there were no Historical Costs incurred in the case of the
Kx Project (in each case, the “Historical Costs Assumption”). In the event DOE determines that
the Historical Costs Assumption with respect to the Karma Project does not accurately reflect the
actual Historical Costs paid by Fisker with respect to the Karma Project, (x) DOE’s
determination of actual Historical Costs for such Project shall thereafter be used for purposes of
Section 9(a), (y) the next Advance(s) under the Karma Loan shall be reduced in an amount equal
to (/) the aggregate amount of Advances theretofore made under the Karma Loan (as determined
in accordance with the incorrect Historical Costs Assumption) minus (2) the aggregate amount of
such Advances that would have been made had they been determined in accordance with the
actual Historical Costs, and (z) Fisker shall certify that the Committed Equity Condition can be
satisfied notwithstanding the effects of the foregoing clauses (x) and (y).

10.  Availability

(a) Subject to the terms of the Funding Agreements (as defined in Section 19(b)
below), disbursements of the Loans (each, an “4dvance”) may be requested from time to time
(but no more frequently than twice during any calendar month) during the period (the “Loan
Availability Period”) from (x) the Financial Closing Date to (y) the date that is 16 months
following the Financial Closing Date with respect to the Karma Loan, or the date that is 33
months following Financial Closing Date with respect to the Kx Loan.

(b) Subject to satisfaction of the conditions precedent set forth in the Loan
Documents, the proceeds of (x) Karma Loan Advances will be used to reimburse the Borrower
for the payment of Eligible Karma Engineering Costs and (3) Kx Loan Advances will be used to
reimburse the Borrower for the payment of Eligible Kx Facility Costs, in each case in accordance
with the then current Business Plan. Subject to the terms of the Funding Agreements and other
Transaction Documents, Advances to Fisker will be made in accordance with the following
procedures:

)] no less than ten business days prior to any Advance Date (as defined in
Section 23 of this Term Sheet), Fisker shall provide DOE for its review and approval
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with (/) an advance request in accordance with Section 24(a), in sufficient detail and
including wire transfer instructions and copies of invoices or other reasonable
documentation evidencing the applicable Eligible Project Costs to be reimbursed, (2) a
certificate executed by an authorized officer of Fisker certifying that (4) the proceeds of
the Advance will be used solely to reimburse Fisker for applicable Eligible Project Costs
paid by Fisker on or before the date of such Advance request, in accordance with the then
current Business Plan and (B) the Eligible Project Costs being reimbursed, together with
all other costs related to the Projects incurred during the current year (whether or not
Eligible Project Costs), will not exceed the budgeted amounts for such year in the
relevant line items of the Budget, (3) an updated Budget satisfactory to DOE, and (4)
such other applicable documentation, certificates and information specified in this Term
Sheet (including in Section 24, Section 23, where applicable, and, prior to the Financial
Closing Date, Section 22);

(i)  subject to satisfaction by Fisker of all necessary conditions precedent
specified in this Term Sheet, no less than three business days prior to any Advance Date,
DOE shall provide the FFB with (1) the applicable advance request from Fisker described
in clause (i) above and (2) an advance approval notice from DOE; and

(iii)  pursuant to the foregoing, FFB will make Advances to Fisker to reimburse
Fisker for the relevant Eligible Project Costs, as soon as commercially practicable, and in
any event within three business days following receipt from DOE of the applicable
advance request and advance approval notice specified above.

Fisker agrees that DOE shall only be required to use reasonable efforts to provide the
FFB with the necessary Advance requests and advance approval notices within the time-frames
specified above, but DOE shall in any event ensure that the FFB receives all such Advance
requests and Advance approval notices as soon as practicable following receipt from Fisker of
the applicable Advance requests and necessary certificates specified above (subject to Fisker
satisfying all necessary conditions precedent specified in this Term Sheet, including in Section
24, Section 23, where applicable, and, prior to the Financial Closing Date, Section 22).

Fisker acknowledges and agrees that notwithstanding any other provision of this Term
Sheet to the contrary, DOE shall not be required to approve any Advance unless the same has
been requested and will be applied to reimburse Fisker for the applicable Eligible Project Costs
previously paid by Fisker.

DOE reserves the right to retain, after consultation with Fisker and at Fisker's sole cost
and expense, an independent engineer to review Advance requests, verify Fisker’s application of
the proceeds of the Loans, confirm Fisker’s completion of the Milestones and perform such other
similar tasks in connection with the administration of the Loans as may be required by DOE.

11. Interest Rate

Subject to the terms of the Funding Agreements (as defined in Section 19 of this Term
Sheet), each Advance shall have its own interest rate (the “Interest Rate”), which rate will be
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury as of the date the respective Advance is made. The
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Interest Rate for each Advance will be a rate per annum equal to the single equivalent rate for the
payment stream on the Advance under the terms of the Funding Agreements. The single
equivalent rate will be determined first by envisioning the payment stream on the Advance under
the Funding Agreements as a payment stream on a series of bonds in which each bond has a
principal amount equal to the level principal installment due on each payment date on the
Advance, and each bond matures on the same date as a payment date on the Advance, and then
by assigning to each serial bond a separate interest rate derived from the daily U. S. Treasury
yield curve corresponding to each bond’s maturity date. Then, a single equivalent rate is
calculated and given to the Advance that produces the same payment stream that the sum of the
payments on the individual serial bonds produces.

All overdue amounts on the Loans will accrue interest at the Late Charge Rate (as such
term is defined in the promissory notes evidencing the Loans) to be determined, and be payable
by the Borrower, in accordance with the Funding Agreements.

12. Interest Payments

Interest will accrue from the first Advance and thereafter be payable in cash in arrears on
each quarterly payment date as specified in the Funding Agreements (each such date, a “Payment
Date™).

13.  Principal Amortization and Maturity

The outstanding principal amount of the Karma Loan will be payable in equal quarterly
installments commencing on the first Payment Date occurring not less than 36 months following
the Financial Closing Date.

The final maturity of the Karma Loan will be the date that is the seventh anniversary of
the Financial Closing Date.

The outstanding principal amount of the Kx Loan will be payable in equal quarterly
installments commencing on the first Project Payment Date occurring not less than 39 months
following the Financial Closing Date.

The final maturity of the Kx Loan will be the date that is the sixteenth anniversary of the
Financial Closing Date.

14, Prepayments of the Loans

(a) Voluntary Prepayments.

) Subject to clause (c) below, any Advance may be prepaid in whole or in
part at any time.

(ii) With respect to the Loans, the Borrower may prepay the Loans, in whole
or in part, in an aggregate minimum amount of $100,000 and integral multiples of
$100.000 in excess of that amount.
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(b) Mandatory Prepayments. Subject to clause (c) below, and unless waived by DOE
Fisker will make mandatory prepayments of borrowings under the Loans as follows:

(1) - with any net proceeds received upon the permitted sale of any Collateral
(as defined in Section 15) or other assets, except:

(1) inventory, including refurbished prototypes, sold in the ordinary
course of business;

(2) non-exclusive licenses of intellectual property in the ordinary
course of business on customary terms that do not impair the value of such
intellectual property or any other assets as Collateral; and

3) certain other limited customary exceptions to be agreed;

(i)  with any net casualty insurance proceeds received in connection with a
fire or other casualty loss and any net condemnation proceeds from a taking of all or any
portion of any property of the Borrower, in each case to the extent such proceeds are not
applied to effect a complete restoration of the applicable property on terms and
conditions customary for the handling of casualty or condemnation proceeds;

(iii)  with the net proceeds of any warranty claims or other extraordinary
receipts (e.g., cash received by or paid to the account of Fisker not in the ordinary course
of business from, for example, damage claims under purchase or construction contracts)
with respect to any property of the Borrower, in each case to the extent such proceeds are
not used to restore, repair or replace the affected property, or to pay or reimburse costs
arising from the events giving rise to the payment of such proceeds or other receipts, all
on terms and conditions customary for the handling of such proceeds or receipts;

(iv)  with proceeds of any excess draws (x) under the Karma Loan to the extent
an Agreed-Upon Procedures Report (as defined in Section 27(r) of this Term Sheet)
provides that the proceeds of any Karma Loan Advance were not applied to pay Eligible
Karma Engineering Costs or () under the Kx Loan to the extent an Agreed-Upon
Procedures Report provides that the proceeds of any Kx Loan Advance were not applied
to pay Eligible Kx Facility Costs;

(v)  to the extent the outstanding principal amount of (x) the Karma Loan
exceeds the then applicable Maximum Karma Loan Amount or (y) the Kx Loan exceeds
the then applicable Maximum Kx Loan Amount; and

(vi)  annually, commencing with FY 2013, in an amount equal to 20% of any
Excess Cash Flow for such year, to be paid no later than March 31 of the following year
(“Excess Cash Flow” shall be calculated as EBITDA (as defined in Schedule 1) minus
any increases in non-cash working capital, minus interest and taxes paid, mirnus capital
expenditures, minus scheduled debt amortization payments minus the number (if greater
than zero) resulting from subtracting the amount of cash and cash equivalents held by the
Borrower as of the end of such year from $200 million p/us any decreases in non-cash
working capital).
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(c) All Prepayments. All prepayments of the Loans:

(1) are subject to the terms of the Funding Agreements and the Arrangement
Agreement (as defined in Section 19 of this Term Sheet); and

(ii)  will be applied:

¢)) in each case of prepayments pursuant to clause (a) above, to
remaining scheduled amortization payments, in the inverse order of maturity,
under any of the outstanding Advances selected by the Borrower, as set forth in
the Funding Agreements and the Arrangement Agreement; and

(2) in each case of prepayments pursuant to clause (b)(i), (ii), (iii) and
(vi) above to remaining scheduled amortization payments, in the inverse order of
maturity, under any of the Advances selected by DOE and outstanding in respect
of the Kx Loan until such Loan is repaid in full, then in respect of the Karma
Loan until such Loan is repaid in full, as set forth in the Funding Agreements and
the Arrangement Agreement; and

3) in each case of prepayments pursuant to clauses (b)(iv) and (v)
above to remaining scheduled amortization payments, in the inverse order of
maturity, under any of the Advances selected by DOE in its sole discretion and
outstanding in respect of the relevant Loan, as set forth in the Funding
Agreements and the Arrangement Agreement.

Any outstanding Loan amounts prepaid may not be re-borrowed, nor create availability
for further borrowings during the applicable Loan Availability Period. Prepayments shall be
made at a price equal to (i) in the event of a prepayment in whole of an Advance, the sum of (x)
the price for such Advance that would, if such Advance (including all unpaid interest accrued
thereon through the intended prepayment date) were purchased by a third party and held until
maturity, produce a yield to such third party purchaser, for the period between the date of
purchase and maturity substantially equal to the interest rate that would be set on a loan from the
Secretary of the Treasury to FFB to purchase an obligation having a payment schedule identical
to the payment schedule of such Advance for the period from the intended prepayment date to
maturity, plus () all unpaid late charges accrued on such Advance through the intended
prepayment date (the “Prepayment Price”), (ii) in the event of a partial prepayment of an
Advance, a pro rata share of the Prepayment Price that would be required for a prepayment of
the entire principal amount of such Advance, and (iii) in the event of a repayment in full of all
outstanding Advances, the sum of the Prepayment Prices for all such outstanding Advances.’

15. Collateral.

The Loans will be secured prior to the Financial Closing Date, subject to limited
exceptions as may be agreed in the Loan Documents, by a first priority security interest in and
lien on all real, personal and intangible assets, all material contracts and all other rights of the

’ Prepayment Price formulation subject to change to conform to final form of FFB documents.
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Borrower and all of the equity interest in the Borrower (collectively, the “Collateral”) in which a
security interest can be created, including the following:

(a) assignment of all revenues and account receivables;

(b) assignment of all of the Borrower’s rights under any material project agreement,
including agreements for the production of the Karma and Kx vehicles and dealer agreements;

(c) all assignable governmental approvals held by the Borrower;

(d) each of the Borrower’s bank accounts;

(e) all permitted investments made with the deposits in any bank account;
® the equity interests in the Borrower;

(g)  proceeds of insurance policies not required to be paid to a third party with DOE
being named as additional loss payee and as additional insured;

(h)  all of the Borrower’s intellectual property, technical data including software,
licenses, general intangibles and goodwill (subject to certain limited ordinary course exceptions
to be agreed);

(1) all real estate and leasehold interests of the Borrower (other than Borrower’s
existing leasehold interests in certain office space in Pontiac, Michigan and Irvine, California),

) all of the Borrower’s other assets, including all equipment, inventory, assets in the
custody of Valmet or other third parties in the course of assembly, fabrication or manufacturing,
receivables, investment property, contract rights, books and records and all other property of the
Borrower (subject to certain limited ordinary course exceptions to be agreed); and

(k)  all proceeds of the foregoing.

For the avoidance of doubt, it is understood that all of the assets described in clauses (a)
through (k) of this Section 15 shall be included in the Collateral whether or not financed or
acquired with the proceeds of the Loans and the Applicant Commitments. The security interests
granted in the Collateral will be made in favor of the United States of America, acting by and
through DOE (and including FFB) or agents designated by them to act.

16. Debt Service Reserve

The Company will create a special debt service reserve account (the “Debr Service
Reserve Account™) that will be under the sole control of DOE and will at all times maintain a
balance in that account equal to the principal and interest payments scheduled to come due on the
Loans in the next six months (the “Required Debt Service Reserve™).
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17.  Facility Fee

On the Financial Closing Date, the Borrower will pay to DOE a facility fee (the “Faczlzry
Fee™) equal to 0.10% of $528,660,000:

18. Loan Administration

Servicing and monitoring duties with respect to the Loans will be performed by DOE in
accordance with the Arrangement Agreement.

Transaction Documents

19, Loan Documents

The agreements to be entered into with DOE and FFB in connection with the Loans are
expected to include the following, each of which must be satisfactory in form and substance to
DOE (collectively, the “Loan Documents™):

(a) a Loan Arrangement and Reimbursement Agreement (the “Arrangement
Agreement”) between the Borrower and DOE, setting forth, inter alia, (i) an undertaking by
DOE to arrange for the Loans to be made by and through FFB, (ii) conditions to funding of the
Loans, (iii) representations, warranties and covenants to be made by the Borrower in favor of
DOE, (iv) events of default that will trigger exercise of remedies under the Loan Documents and

(v) reimbursement obligations;

(b) all documents and agreements necessary or desirable in connection with the
making by FFB of the Loans (the “Funding Agreements”), including:

(1) the Program Financing Agreement between DOE and FFB (the “Program
Financing Agreement”), in substantially the form attached as Exhibit A hereto;

(i)  the Note Purchase Agreement among the Borrower, DOE and FFB, in
substantially the form attached as Exhibit B hereto;

(ii))  future advance promissory notes evidencing the Loans issued by the
Borrower and payable to FFB (the “Project Promissory Note”), in substantially the form
attached as Exhibit C hereto;

(iv)  any other agreements required in connection with the funding of the Loans
by FFB;

(c) Security Documents (as defined in Section 20 below); and

(d)  such other documents and agreements as may be required under the Program
Requirements.
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20. Security Documents

The Security Documents to be entered into in connection with the Loans are expected to
include the following, each of which must be satisfactory to DOE in form and substance and
include detailed terms and conditions necessary and appropriate to protect the interests of the
United States, including DOE and FFB, in the Collateral in the case of any default or event of
default, including ensuring availability (and delivery, in the case of technical data including
software and any other applicable assets) of all the intellectual property rights, technical data
including software, other books and records, real property, physical assets and all other rights
necessary for any person or entity, including DOE, to complete, operate, convey, and dispose of
any part of the Collateral (collectively, the “Security Documents™):

(a) agreements collaterally assigning the Project Documents (as defined in Section 21
of this Term Sheet);

(b)  agreements collaterally assigning all governmental approvals, licenses and
permits for the Projects;

(c) (i) consents or recognition agreements from (x) counterparties to the Project
Documents (as defined in Section 21 below) requested by DOE, and () any applicable
governmental authorities, as appropriate, with respect to the collateral assignment of any
governmental approvals and licenses and the transfer thereof following an event of default and
(1i) landlord estoppel certificates and lien waiver and collateral access agreements from
applicable landlords, vendors and warehouse owners to permit DOE to exercise remedies against
and take possession of the applicable Collateral,;

(d)  agreements collaterally assigning all intellectual property, licenses, technical data
including software, general intangibles and goodwill of the Borrower;

(e) agreements mortgaging all real property owned, or leasehold interests held, by the
Borrower (except as provided in Section 15(i)) and providing access, easements and other rights
with respect to all real property owned or leased by the Borrower;

® deposit and securities account control agreements under which, inter alia, DOE
will have sole control over the relevant accounts upon the occurrence and during continuance of
an Event of Default;

(g)  an agreement establishing the Debt Service Reserve Account with a collateral
trustee (the “Collateral Trustee”) selected by DOE and requiring that the Company maintain a
balance in such account equal to the Required Debt Service Reserve.

(h) any agreements or instruments required to perfect a security interest in any
Collateral located in Finland or elsewhere outside the United States;

1) a pledge agreement by Holding of its shares in Fisker and a guarantee by Holding
of all of Fisker’s obligations under the Loan Documents; and
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)] all other agreements and instruments necessary to create a first priority perfected
security interest under applicable law in the Collateral.

The Borrower will pay all costs in connection with the pledge, perfection and
maintenance of the Collateral and the Security Documents, including registration, recording
taxes, notarization, and filing fees and charges. All costs associated with the use of a Collateral
Trustee will be paid by the Borrower. In addition to acting as a holder of the Debt Service
Reserve Account, DOE may require the Collateral Trustee to perform other functions under the
Loan Documents. In such event, the Loan Documents will be modified to so provide.

21.  Project Documents

The Borrower will give DOE reasonable advance notice before entering into, or agreeing
to any material amendment or modification to, any of the following agreements (the “Project
Documents™):

(a) the Assembly Agreement related to the Karma vehicle with Valmet Automotive,
Inc.;

(b)  the Powertrain Development Agreement related to the development by Quantum
Fuel Systems Technologies of the powertrain for Fisker vehicles;

(c) the Design Development Agreement related to the design responsibilities of
Fisker Coachbuild, LLC with respect to Fisker vehicles;

(d)  the license with Fisker Coachbuild, LLC relating to the Fisker trademark;

(e)  purchase orders with contractors satisfactory to DOE for engineering and tooling
relating to the Karma and Kx vehicles and their components (including such purchase orders and
engineering services contracts as are necessary for the Karma Engineering Works and the Kx

Facility);

® agreements with contractors satisfactory to DOE to manufacture each component
required for the Karma and Kx vehicles;

(g) leases for office space in Irvine, California and Pontiac, Michigan;

(h) purchase agreements satisfactory to DOE with respect to real property to be
acquired for the manufacturing of the Kx vehicle;

(1) construction or re-equipping contracts in connection with the establishment of the
Kx vehicle manufacturing facility;

§)] other agreements as may be identified by DOE’s further due diligence; and

(k)  all other material agreements necessary for the consummation of the Projects.
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The terms of each Project Document that relate to DOE’s security interest therein must be
on terms and conditions satisfactory to DOE. In addition, with respect to the other terms and
conditions of such Project Documents, Fisker will not enter into such Project Document unless
DOE shall have been given a reasonable period within which to-object to such other terms and
such objections, if any, shall have been addressed to the reasonable satisfaction of DOE. All
Project Documents shall contain provisions consenting to their assignment to DOE or a
representative as collateral for the Loans, allowing DOE or its representative to exercise and
enforce all of Fisker’s rights thereunder, give DOE satisfactory inspection rights, require that
DOE be given notice of Fisker defaults and an opportunity to cure the defaults, and such other
provisions for DOE’s benefit as it may reasonably request. In the alternative, Fisker may arrange
for the relevant supplier to enter into a separate agreement with DOE to the foregoing effect.

The Loan Documents and the Project Documents are collectively referred to as the
“Transaction Documents”.

Financial Closing, Project Loan Advances and Conditions Precedent
22.  Conditions Precedent to Financial Closing Date

The financial closing of the Loans is subject to closing conditions as are usual and
customary for financings of this type, as are required under the Program Requirements or as are
otherwise deemed appropriate by DOE for this transaction in particular, including satisfaction as
of the date of such financial closing (the “Financial Closing Date) of the following conditions
precedent (with respect to such Financial Closing Date, the “Initial Conditions Precedent”), each
of which must be to the satisfaction of DOE:

(a) Due Diligence Review. DOE shall have completed its due diligence review of the
Projects and all other matters related thereto, and the results thereof shall be satisfactory to DOE,
including that no material issues exist with respect to the Projects under the laws of the States of
Michigan, California and the state in which the Kx Project manufacturing facility will be located
or any subdivision or local jurisdiction thereof;

(b) Organization of Borrower and Holding. Delivery of organizational documents in
form and substance satisfactory to DOE of the Borrower and Holding;

(©) Receipt of Corporate Approvals; Company Certificates. Delivery, in form and
substance satisfactory to DOE of (i) certificates and documents evidencing the Borrower’s and
Holding’s receipt of all board, stockholder and other corporate approvals to enter into any
Transaction Document to which it is a party and fully implement and perform the terms thereof,
and (i) a secretary’s certificate of the Borrower and Holding to which resolutions and good
standing certificates are attached;

(d) Information. Delivery of a certificate of the Borrower certifying that, as of the
Financial Closing Date, the information contained in the Application, together with all other
information delivered by or on behalf of the Borrower in connection with such Application and
the negotiation of the Transaction Documents, including the Information Certificate delivered by
the Applicant to DOE on the date hereof is true and complete in all material respects and does
not contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state a material fact necessary in
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order to make the statement contained therein not misleading in light of the circumstances under
which such statements were made (it being understood that in the case of projections, such
projections are based on estimates which are reasonable as of the date such projections are stated

or certified); '

(e) Transaction Documents. Execution and delivery of all Transaction Documents, in
form and substance satisfactory to DOE together with evidence that such Transaction Documents
(i) contain all terms and conditions DOE deems necessary or desirable to protect the interests of
the United States, including DOE and FFB and (ii) are in full force and effect;

® Security Interests. Perfection of all requisite security interests in the Collateral
and delivery all necessary waivers, amendments, approvals and consents authorizing the pledge
of such Collateral;

(g) Debt Service Reserve. Funding of the Debt Service Reserve Account in an
amount of not less than the Required Debt Service Reserve;

(h)  Lien Searches. Receipt of lien searches, satisfactory to DOE in each of the
jurisdictions in which the Uniform Commercial Code financial statements or other filings should
be made, revealing no liens on the Collateral, aside from permitted liens;

(1) Existing Debt. Repayment or redemption of all other outstanding debt, past due
accounts payable or mandatorily redeemable stock except as approved by DOE;

) Existing Collateral. Releases of all liens on any Collateral in favor of any other
person except for customary ordinary course permitted liens not securing indebtedness (other
than certain limited ordinary course permitted indebtedness to be agreed);

(k)  Legal Opinions and Similar Documents. Delivery of such legal opinions as are
usual and customary in secured financings rendered by counsel to Borrower, as well as any
additional legal opinions, bring-down certificates, reliance letters and similar documents as DOE

may request;

{)) Financial Statements. Delivery of any financial statements and compliance
certificates then required to be delivered by the Borrower, not later than 15 business days prior to
the Financial Closing Date;,

(m)  Business Plan. Delivery of an updated Business Plan in form and substance
satisfactory to DOE, including the information provided for in Section 4 of this Term Sheet;

(n)  Eligible Project Costs. Receipt of all information with respect to Eligible Project
Costs incurred and paid by the Borrower as of the date 10 business days prior to the Financial
Closing Date, including breakdowns of such information as DOE may request, all certified by an
authorized officer of the Borrower;

(0) Permits. All environmental, regulatory, construction and other permits and
approvals then required for the Karma Project shall be in place and not be subject to waiting
periods or appeal;
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(p) Consents. Receipt of all consents and waivers required pursuant to any
contractual obligation that would prohibit the Borrower or Holding from executing and
performing its obligations under the Transaction Documents;

(@ Insurance. Receipt of a satisfactory report and associated closing certificate from
the Borrower’s insurance advisor to the effect that the Borrower has obtained the Required
Insurance (as defined in Section 31 below);

)] Karma Project Intellectual Property. The Borrower owns or has licensed all
intellectual property rights necessary for the Karma Project and has resolved in a manner
satisfactory to DOE all of the trademark infringement claims described in the Information
Certificate;

(s) Exchange Risk. The Borrower has demonstrated to DOE that it has a
commercially reasonable strategy with respect to its foreign exchange exposures, including
satisfactory arrangements to hedge FX exposure under the Valmet Assembly Agreement.;

® Collateral Value. DOE has determined that there has been no material
impairment in the value of the Collateral, as set forth in the Collateral Value Certificate, attached

hereto as Exhibit D;

(u) Payment of the Facility Fee. Payment of the Facility Fee due and payable on the
Financial Closing Date;

W) Status as Eligible Applicant; Eligible Project. Certification of the Borrower that
since execution of the Conditional Commitment Letter no event has occurred that affects or
alters (i) Borrower’s status as an Eligible Applicant, as described in the Applicable Regulations
and (7i) each Project’s designation as an Eligible Project, as defined in the Applicable
Regulations;

(w)  Evidence of No Judgment Liens. Delivery of satisfactory lien searches showing
that no judgment liens exist against any of Fisker’s properties for a debt owed to the United
States of America;

(x)  Lobbying Certification. Certification of Fisker that is required to be filed by
recipients of federal loans regarding lobbying, in the form set forth in Appendix A to 31 CFR
Part 21 and, if required under 31 CFR Part 21, disclosure forms to report lobbying, in the form
set forth in Appendix B to 31 CFR Part 21,

) Liquidity Commitments. Evidence of satisfactory commitments to provide Fisker
with an aggregate of $50,000,000 in cash liquidity as contemplated in the Business Plan from
one or more financing sources acceptable to DOE which may be in the form of: (i) a revolving
credit facility (or facilities) in form and substance satisfactory to DOE, (ii) commitments to make
equity investments in form and substance satisfactory to DOE, or (iii) such other arrangements as
shall be in form and substance satisfactory to DOE;

(2) Additional Equity. Receipt of not less than $157.8 million in proceeds from the
Minimum Additional Equity; and
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(aa)  Other Documents and Information. Receipt by DOE and FFB of any other
certificates, documents, agreements and information respecting the Borrower or Holding as may
have been requested.

23. Conditions Precedent to Initial Advance Under the Kx Loan

The making of the first Advance under the Kx Loan is subject to conditions as are usual
and customary for financings of this type, as are required under the Program Requirements or as
are otherwise deemed appropriate by DOE for this transaction in particular, including
satisfaction as of the date of the related Advance Date (as defined in Section 22) of the following
conditions precedent, each of which must be to the satisfaction of DOE:

(a) Kx Site Acquisition. The Borrower shall have acquired a site in the United States
(the “Kx Facility Site””) on which the manufacturing and assembly facility for the Fisker Kx
vehicle will be located together with all necessary easements and other real property interests
related thereto;

(b) Environmental Review. Delivery of Phase I environmental site assessment
prepared in accordance with ASTM standards (and delivery of a Phase II environmental site
assessment prepared in accordance with ASTM standards if required by DOE) and associated
reliance letters requested by DOE and satisfaction of any additional environmental requirements
then required for the Kx Facility and Kx Facility Site (including required mitigations and
completion of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (“NEPA”) process and any
applicable state environmental review process);

(c) Permits. All environmental, regulatory, construction and other permits and
approvals then required for the Kx Facility Site and its use in the manufacturing and assembly of
the Kx vehicle shall be in place and not be subject to waiting periods or appeal;

(d) Kx Project Intellectual Property. The Borrower owns or has licensed all
intellectual property rights necessary for the Kx Project;

(e) Mortgage. The Borrower shall have executed and delivered a mortgage or deed
of trust in favor of DOE for the Kx Facility Site and all related real property interests, together
with a fixture filing, and delivered to DOE an ALTA survey of such real property, evidence of
zoning and legal compliance, a structural engineer's report (if applicable), and ALTA
mortgagee's policy with applicable endorsements and any other customary deliveries, all of the
foregoing in form and substance satisfactory to DOE;

® Receipt of Corporate Approvals: Company Certificates. Delivery, in form and
substance satisfactory to DOE of (i) certificates and documents evidencing the Borrower’s and
Holding’s receipt of all board, stockholder and other corporate approvals to acquire the Facility
Site, enter into any Project Documents related thereto and any Security Documents required by
this Section 21, and (i) a secretary’s certificate of the Borrower and Holding to which
resolutions and good standing certificates are attached;
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(g)  Legal Opinions and Similar Documents. Delivery of such legal opinions as are
usual and customary in real estate and mortgage acquisitions, as well as any additional legal
opinions, bring-down certificates, reliance letters and similar documents as DOE may request;

(h)  Appraisal. Delivery of an appraisal of the Kx Facility Site which is consistent
with the “Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice,” promulgated by the Appraisal
Standards Board of the Appraisal Foundation, and performed by licensed or certified appraisers
approved by DOE; and

) Other Conditions. Such other conditions as DOE may deem appropriate.

24, Conditions Precedent to Each Advance Date

Each Advance of the Loans, including the initial Advance, is subject to the satisfaction as
of the date of such Advance (the “Advance Date”) of the following conditions precedent, which
must be to the satisfaction of DOE:

(a) Advance Request and Invoices. Receipt, no later than ten business days prior to
such Advance Date, of an advance request, substantially in the form attached as Exhibit E, from
the Borrower, in sufficient detail and including wire transfer instructions and copies of invoices,
together with Borrower certification as to the satisfaction of all conditions precedent to such
Advance, together with an updated Budget;

(b) Representations and Warranties. All representations and warranties shall be true
and correct in all material respects, provided that any representation and warranty relating solely
to an earlier date shall be true and correct in all material respects as of such date;

(¢)  No Default. No default or event of default shall have occwred and be continuing,
before and after giving effect to the subject Advance;

(d) No Material Adverse Change. No event shall have occurred or could reasonably
be expected to occur with respect to either Project, Fisker or any of its subsidiaries or the
Collateral that could reasonably be expected to have a material adverse effect on either Project,
Fisker or any of its subsidiaries, taken together as a whole, or the value of the Collateral, or the
enforceability of any Transaction Documents (a “Material Adverse Effect”),

(e) Availability of Funds. (i) the Committed Equity Condition has been met as of
such Advance Date and (ii) the Borrower has satisfied the requirements of Section 10 of this
Term Sheet with respect to the related Advance;

(H Prior Advances. The most recent Agreed-Upon Procedures Report (as defined in
Section 27(r)) demonstrates that all Advances made during the immediately preceding calendar
quarter under each Loan (or, if no Advances under a given Loan were made during the
immediately preceding calendar quarter, the most recently preceding calendar quarter in respect
of which Advances were made under such Loan) have been applied to reimburse the Borrower
for Eligible Karma Project Costs or Eligible Kx Project Costs, as the case may be;
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() Aggregate Advances. The aggregate principal amount of (i) all outstanding
Karma Loan Advances, after giving effect to such Advance, will not exceed the Maximum
Karma Loan Amount and (ii) all outstanding Kx Loan Advances, after giving effect to such
Advance, will not exceed the Maximum Kx Loan Amount;

(h)  Applicant Project Payments and Cost Overruns. (i) The Borrower has paid with
Applicant Karma Project Payments or Applicant Kx Project Payments the amount of Eligible
Project Costs or Historical Costs required to have been paid by Section 6 as of such Advance
Date; (ii) immediately following such Advance Date, (4) the aggregate amount of Applicant
Karma Project Payments made by the Borrower (with funds other than proceeds of the Karma
Loan or other indebtedness) and applied to Eligible Karma Engineering Costs or related
Historical Costs shall equal or exceed 20% of the aggregate Eligible Karma Engineering Costs
incurred and paid by the Borrower as of such Advance Date, and (B) the aggregate amount of
Applicant Kx Project Payments made by the Borrower (with funds other than the proceeds of the
Kx Loan or other indebtedness) and applied to Eligible Kx Facility Costs or related Historical
Costs shall equal or exceed 20% of the aggregate Eligible Kx Facility Costs incurred and paid by
the Borrower as of such Advance Date; and (iii} the Borrower has paid any Cost Overruns
required to have been paid as of such Advance Date;

) Advance Proceeds. The proceeds of all Advances to be made will be used to
reimburse the Borrower for Eligible Karma Project Costs or Eligible Kx Project Costs, as the
case may be, that have been paid by the Borrower on or before the dates of the applicable
advance requests and not reimbursed with the proceeds of prior Advances under the relevant

Loan;

)] Milestones. All Milestones contemplated to be achieved as of such Advance Date
have been substantially completed and Fisker shall have delivered a certificate to DOE to the
foregoing effect;

(k) No Litigation. No material legal or arbitral proceedings are pending or threatened
against the Borrower or Holding that have not otherwise been disclosed to and waived by DOE;

)] No lllegality. No applicable law or regulation, in the judgment of DOE, that
restrains, prevents or imposes materially adverse conditions upon the transactions contemplated

hereby;

(m) Lien Waivers. (/) Any unpaid balances or unsettled claims with contractors or
suppliers that could become liens on the Collateral have been paid or are being contested or
negotiated in good faith to the satisfaction of DOE, and (ii) all mechanics liens or other liens of
such contractors or suppliers have been released to the satisfaction of DOE;

(n)  Other. Delivery of such bring-down certificates and similar documents as DOE
may request;

(o)  Governmental Requirements. Satisfaction of (i) all requirements and approvals
pursuant to the Program Requirements, and (ii) all other statutory, regulatory, or other
governmental requirements of general applicability to Section 136 applicants;
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(p) Governmental Approvals. Copies of all material governmental approvals, permits
(including building permits or notices of commencement) or consents not previously delivered
but required for construction, operation or maintenance of the Projects and such other
governmental approvals, permits or consents as DOE may request or as may be required under
the Transaction Documents;

(@)  Perfection of Security Interests. Determination by DOE that all actions necessary
or, in the opinion of DOE, desirable to create and maintain the United States’, including DOE’s
and FFB’s, perfected interests in the Collateral (including after-acquired Collateral) have been
taken;

(r) Davis-Bacon Act. Certification by the Borrower of compliance with the
obligation to pay prevailing wages to all laborers and mechanics employed by contractors or
subcontractors during construction, alteration or repair of assets that are financed through the
ATVM Program,;

(s) No Change to Project Completion Qutside Date. Certification by Fisker that the
completion of each Project is reasonably expected to occur on or before the relevant Milestone
Completion Date specified therefor in the Business Plan approved by DOE on the Financial
Closing Date; and

® Additional Documents. Such other documents, opinions, certifications or
consents relating to the Projects or the matters contemplated by the Transaction Documents as
DOE may request.

Representations, Covenants and Defaults

25.  Representations and Warranties

The Loan Documents will contain such representations and warranties regarding the
Borrower and Holding as are usual and customary for financings of this kind or are otherwise
deemed appropriate by DOE for this transaction in particular (with qualifications and scheduled
exceptions to be agreed), including:

(a) due organization and valid existence;
(b)  good standing and qualification to do business;

(c) power and authority (including all authority necessary for development,
completion of construction and operation of the Projects);

(d) capitalization, ownership and organization;
(e) solvency;

® status of Borrower as an Eligible Applicant, as described in the Applicable
Regulations;
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(8) status of the Karma Engineering Works and the Kx Facility as Eligible Projects,
as defined in the Applicable Regulations;

(h)  enforceability of Transaction Documents;

(1) no conflicts;

) no consents or approvals required to consummate transactions;

(k) no material agreements (except as disclosed);

1)) no litigation (except as scheduled in the Information Certificate);

(m)  existing indebtedness;

(n)  no judgments or orders (except as scheduled in the Information Certificate);
(o) no defaults;

(9] compliance with law and Program Requirements;

(q) Investment Company Act and other regulatory matters;

(r) no margin stock; proceeds of the Loans shall not be used to purchase margin stock
in violation of applicable law;

(s) no corrupt or prohibited practices;

) financial statements, disclosure and projections, Business Plan and Information
Certificate;

(w) title to properties;

(v)  no liens, except for customary ordinary course permitted liens not securing
indebtedness (other than certain limited ordinary course permitted indebtedness to
be agreed);

(w)  operation of business consistent with Business Plan;

(x)  Borrower ownership and sufficiency of assets and necessary assignments with
respect to each Project;

(y) availability and adequacy of utility and technology rights and other services for
the Projects;

() rights to intellectual property;

(aa) perfection and priority of security interests;
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location of books and records;
taxes;

necessary creditor (and other third party) consents and government permits and
approvals;

environmental and safety matters;

labor matters and employment agreements;

ERISA matters;

accuracy of representations and warranties in other Project Documents;
location of chief executive office and chief operating office;

identification of top five members of senior management team and their incentive
arrangements as of the Financial Closing Date (which shall be satisfactory to
DOE);

USA Patriot Act;

no embargoed person;

no fraudulent conveyance;
insurance;

Holding’s status as special purpose holding company with no other assets (other
than the equity in the Borrower) and no liabilities;

no restricted payment has been made since a date to be agreed upon by the
parties; and

no event having a Material Adverse Effect.

26. Financial Covenants

The Loan Documents will contain provisions regarding compliance with the financial
covenants described on Schedule 1 (the “Financial Covenants™).

27.  Affirmative Covenants

In addition to the other covenants described herein, the Loan Documents will contain
such affirmative covenants as are usual and customary for financings of this kind or as are
otherwise deemed appropriate by DOE for this transaction in particular (with qualifications and
exceptions to be agreed) from the Borrower and Holding, including regarding:
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use of proceeds;
maintenance of existence;
conduct of each Project substantially in accordance with the Business Plan;

commercially reasonable best efforts to develop and implement each Project
substantially in accordance with the Business Plan;

operation and maintenance of each Project;
maintenance of security interests;

performance of Transaction Documents and material agreements by the Borrower
and Holding;

provision by each of Holding and Fisker of financial statements and financial
reporting and customary compliance certificates, including demonstration that
Fisker has satisfied the Financial Covenants;

provision of a description of any material changes to any existing, and copies of
any new, Project Document;

provision of a description of any material claims brought against Holding, the
Borrower or any of the Borrower’s subsidiaries or any labor disputes;

provision of updated construction budgets and construction progress reports with
respect to the Kx Facility;

provision of monthly reports describing any changes in the Budget line items for
each Project which are not otherwise subject to DOE approval as described in
Section 4(b),

provision of periodic operating budgets and reports (including as to unit sales);

provision of periodic reports (not more frequently than monthly) describing recent
purchase orders and any deviations from Borrower’s DOE approved form of
purchase order terms and conditions in such purchase orders (whether or not such
deviations are otherwise subject to DOE approval as described in Section 19);

provision of default notices and other material events and information, including
(i) material transactions, (7i) ratings changes, if applicable, (iii) receipt of material
insurance proceeds with respect to the Collateral or other assets, (iv) events
having or reasonably likely to have a Material Adverse Effect, (v) change of
control, (vi) judgment notices, (vii) non-ordinary course notices given or received
under the Project Documents, and (viii) changes in accounting policies;
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provision of updated Business Plans at regular intervals to be agreed in the Loan
Documents reflecting certain financial covenants/performance metrics and the
other information required pursuant to Section 4;

subject to reasonable measures implemented to ensure confidentiality of
information provided, consistent with FOIA, the Program Requirements and other
applicable law, cooperation with DOE requests for continuing due diligence
reviews with respect to Holding, the Borrower and the Borrower's subsidiaries,
the Collateral and any aspect relating to the Projects, including DOE requests for
reports on the technical and financial performance of the Projects;

provision within 45 calendar days following the Financial Closing Date and
quarterly thereafter within 45 calendar days, of an Agreed-Upon Procedures
Report satisfactory to DOE (the “Agreed-Upon Procedures Report”) by the
Borrower’s independent certified public accounting firm (the “Independent
Auditor”) certifying that the proceeds of each Advance made during such calendar
quarter with respect to a Project were used, in each case, to reimburse the
Borrower for Eligible Project Costs related to such Project that were incurred and
paid by the Borrower on or before the date of the applicable advance request in
accordance with the Business Plan, the Loan Documents and the Applicable
Regulations;

maintenance of and compliance with permits, licenses, approvals and consents in
connection with each Project;

compliance with laws and Program Requirements;
compliance with Office of Foreign Assets Control rules and regulations;

environmental and safety matters, including with respect to compliance with
NEPA and applicable state environmental laws and delivery of any environmental
audits and assessments;

maintenance of operations in a manner which will not require registration under
the Investment Company Act;

maintenance of Required Insurance and application of proceeds thereof;

payment of taxes, etc.;

maintenance of adequate accounting, management information and cost control
systems;

maintenance of BDO Seidman or other independent auditors acceptable to DOE;

maintenance of books and records and allowing inspection thereof and of all other
property of Fisker and its subsidiaries (and allowing DOE and its representatives
to discuss their affairs, finances and accounts with their officers and auditors),
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including (i) such records as are necessary to facilitate an effective and accurate
audit and performance evaluation of each Project as required by the Program
Requirements and (ii) provision to FFB, DOE and U.S. Government
Accountability Office and its representatives and advisors of access to the
premises of the Borrower and its subsidiaries and to the production and assembly
facilities related to each Project at all reasonable times in order to monitor the
progress of the Projects;

maintenance of properties and title thereto;

maintenance of intellectual property, including know-how and trade secrets, and
appropriate documentation and record-keeping in respect thereof;,

compliance with contractual obligations;
compliance with debarment regulations;
disclosure and management of Cost Overruns;

upon request of DOE, provision and updated information of the type referred to in
10 CFR 611.101(k);

return to FFB any investment earnings realized by the Borrower in connection
with the Loan proceeds in excess of the accrued interest expense due and payable
by the Borrower pursuant to the Loan Documents;*

ongoing obligation to pay prevailing wages to all laborers and mechanics
employed by contractors or subcontractors during construction, alteration or
repair that is financed through the ATVM Program;

coordination of public statements by Borrower with DOE/FFB;
provision of additional information at the request of DOE or FFB;
remediation of environmental contamination; and

further assurances.

28.  Negative Covenants

In addition to the other covenants described herein, the Loan Documents will contain
such negative covenants as are usual and customary for financings of this kind or as are
otherwise deemed appropriate by DOE for this transaction in particular (with qualifications and
exceptions to be agreed), from the Borrower and Holding, including regarding:
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no material change to either Project or engaging in business activities unrelated to
the Projects; provided that until the first Advance of the Kx Loan occurs activities
related to the Kx Project may be funded only with proceeds of equity raised in
excess of the first $85 million of Minimum Additional Equity;

no act or omission that would cause (i) the Karma or the Kx not to be qualifying
advanced technology vehicles or (ii) the activities of the Borrower not to
constitute Eligible Projects (in each case within the meaning of 10 CFR Part 611);

limitation on incurrence of additional debt, capital leases or guarantees (subject to
limited exceptions to be agreed including (i), up to $50,000,000 of revolving
credit loans may be incurred under a working capital facility to meet expected
working capital needs (commencing in 2010 for the Karma Project and 2012 for
the Kx Project), provided that (4) the terms of such facility are satisfactory to
DOE, and (B) any liens securing the indebtedness under such facility extend only
to inventory and receivables and are made subject and subordinate to, or pari
passu with, the liens securing the DOE loans, and (C) the lenders under such
facility enter into an intercreditor agreement that is satisfactory to DOE and

(ii) cash collateralized letters of credit in an amount to be agreed;

limitation on liens (other than the liens securing the working capital facility and
letters of credit referred to in Section 28(c), and customary exceptions to be
agreed);

prohibition on dividends and distributions, redemption or repurchase of equity
(other than ordinary course repurchases of restricted stock from departed
employees (subject to limitations to be agreed)), payments on subordinated debt
(or any redemption, repurchase or defeasance thereof)} and other restricted
payments (including any such payments with respect to preferred stock), it being
understood that payment of trademark license fees to Fisker Coachbuild will be
treated as a restricted payment at any time when there is an uncured default or
event of default;

limitation on acquisitions and dispositions of assets or capital expenditures,
(including the acquisition of Fisker Coachbuild pursuant to the purchase option
contained in the Borrower’s Stockholders’ Agreement and expenditures not
contemplated in a Budget approved by DOE);

no merger, consolidation, or similar action;
limitation on lease transactions;

limitation on investments;

no subsidiaries without DOE’s consent;

no changes to charter, organizational documents, or stockholder agreements in a
manner that is materially adverse to the DOE’s interests as a lender;
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limitation on termination, amendment or waiver of any provision of any Project
Document;

limitation on issuance of equity other than for the purpose of funding the Projects
(including the issuance of any options, warrants, or other rights with respect
thereto; it being understood that options issued pursuant to employee stock option
plans approved by DOE will be permitted);

limitation on changes to capital structure (including the issuance of any options,
warrants, or other rights with respect thereto; it being understood that options
issued pursuant to employee stock option plans approved by DOE will be
permitted);

limitation on entering into transactions with affiliates, other than pursuant to
Transaction Documents on an arm’s length basis (any transactions with
shareholders or their affiliates (whether pursuant to the existing development
agreements or otherwise) must be approved by a majority of disinterested
directors);

no speculative or hedging transactions, other than as specifically permitted or
required;

limitation on entering into joint venture agreements;

no material modifications of the Business Plan or the Budget without the prior
written consent of DOE;

no prepayment, redemption, repurchase or defeasance of other senior debt prior to
maturity without the consent of DOE;

limitation on sale and leaseback transactions;

no entering into any agreement that prohibits creation of any lien, other than the
Loan Documents;

no use of proceeds of the Loans to pay interest payments on the Loans,
administrative or other fees relating to the Loans or any other amounts payable
under the Loan Documents;

limitation on activities of Holding to ownership of Fisker and activities related
thereto;

no changes in fiscal year;
no changes in accounting principles except as required by GAAP;

with respect to Project Documents, the requirement that they not include, and with
respect to any other contracts entered into by Fisker or any of its subsidiaries after
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the date hereof the loss of which would be reasonably expected to have a Material
Adverse Effect, the requirement that Fisker use commercially reasonable efforts
to avoid or limit inclusion in such contracts of, any provisions restricting their
assignment as Collateral or causing or giving the counterparty the right to cause
such contracts to be terminated or materially impaired as a result, directly or
indirectly, of any event of default or exercise of remedies under the Loan
Documents.

29.  Evenis of Default

The Loan Documents will include such events of default as are usual and customary for
financings of this kind or as are otherwise deemed appropriate by DOE for this transaction in
particular (with materiality qualifications, exceptions and grace periods to be agreed), including:

()
(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)
H

()

(h)

(M

)

k)

23033514v10

failure to make payments when due;
default under any other indebtedness (other than the Loans);

the outstanding principal amount of the Karma Loan exceeds the Maximum
Karma Loan Amount or the outstanding principal amount of the Kx Loan exceeds
the Maximum Kx Loan Amount;

breach of representations and warranties under any Loan Documents;
breach of covenants under any Loan Documents;

admission by the Borrower or Holding of the inability to, or intention not to,
perform material obligations under the Loan Documents;

default by any of Holding, Fisker or Fisker’s subsidiaries in the performance of
any Project Document;

failure to fund when required or other default with respect to the Applicant
Commitments;

loss or impairment of government permits or approvals that could reasonably be
expected to have a Material Adverse Effect;

bankruptcy, insolvency, dissolution or other similar events of any of Holding,
Fisker or its subsidiaries;

(i) judgments against any of Holding, Fisker or Fisker’s subsidiaries for the
payment of money in excess of an agreed upon amount to the extent not covered
by insurance acceptable to DOE and as to which the insurance company has
acknowledged coverage, which remains unsatisfied for a period of 30 days and
during which period a stay of enforcement shall not be in effect; or (ii) non-
monetary judgments that could reasonably be expected to have a Material
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Adverse Effect and which remain in force for a period of 30 days and during
which period a stay of enforcement shall not be in effect;

certain ERISA events;

occurrence of specified force majeure events and continuation thereof for 180
days;

condemnation or assumption of custody of all or any substantial part of the
property of any of Holding, Fisker or Fisker’s subsidiaries by any governmental
authority or any governmental authority taking action to displace the management
of any of Fisker or its subsidiaries;

lapse or termination of any Required Insurance;

any change of control (to be defined in the Loan Documents) without DOE
consent;

certain key personnel (to be agreed) no longer being responsible for the
management of Fisker, unless approved by DOE;

failure generally, or admission in writing, of inability to pay debts when such
debts become due;

occurrence or reasonable expectation of occurrence of any event with respect to
Holding, the Borrower or any of the Borrower’s subsidiaries that could reasonably
be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect;

impairment of security interests in Collateral;
invalidity, unenforceability or termination of Transaction Documents;

physical destruction or condemnation of real property owned or leased by Valmet,
the Borrower or any of its subsidiaries that could reasonably be expected to have a
Material Adverse Effect and that has not been repaired with the proceeds of
insurance within a specified number of days;

breach by the counterparty thereto of any material obligation under a Project
Document to the extent such breach could reasonably be expected to have a
Material Adverse Effect;

failure to maintain an amount equal to the Required Debt Service Reserve in the
Debt Service Reserve Account;

any of the Loan Documents shall cease to be in full force and effect or Holding or
the Borrower so asserts; and
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(z) failure to achieve any Milestone (including the Minimum Additional Equity) by
the relevant Milestone Completion Date.

30. Remedies

Upon the occurrence of an event of default, the Loan Documents will include usual and
customary remedies as well as such other rights as may be required under the Program
Requirements to allow DOE to dispose of the Collateral or otherwise protect the interests of the
United States or the public interest.

Additional Provisions of Loan Documents

31. Required Insurance

Fisker will maintain or cause to be maintained in full force and effect at all times the
insurance coverages listed and described in the definitive Transaction Documents or otherwise
approved by DOE in its reasonable discretion (the “Required Insurance”), in each case with
financially sound insurers and reinsurers approved by DOE in its reasonable discretion.

Each such casualty policy described above will name the United States of America,
including DOE and FFB, as loss payee and each such liability policy described above will name
the United States of America as additional insured. Each insurance policy will provide for 30
days’ written notice to DOE prior to termination or expiration of any coverage and such other
endorsements as DOE may require. So long as principal amount of the Loans is outstanding,
Fisker shall (x) promptly upon renewal of any insurance policy, deliver, or cause to be delivered,
to DOE a certificate of insurance with respect to such policy and () notify DOE in writing of
any change of insurance carrier within 30 days of such change.

32. Amendments

No amendment, modification or waiver of any provision of any Loan Document nor
consent to any departure by the Borrower or Holding therefrom, shall in any event be effective
unless:

(a) Amendments and Waivers. The amendment, modification or waiver shall be in
writing and signed by the Borrower, Holding and DOE or FFB, as applicable, and then any such
waiver or consent shall be effective only in the specific instance and for the specific purpose for
which given; and

(b) Federal Credit Reform Act Compliance. DOE performs all accounting and other

requirements related to such amendment, modification or waiver arising out of the Federal Credit
Reform Act of 1990, as amended (codified at 2 U.S.C. § 661 ef seq.), including:

) analysis of the amendment, modification or waiver to determine
whether it increases the costs of the applicable Loan;

(i)  making a determination whether budget authority for the additional
cost has been provided in advance in an appropriations Act; and

23033514v10
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(iii)  paying any such increased costs from the credit program account
into the financing account and recording such increased costs in the fiscal year in
which the applicable Loan is disbursed or the costs altered.

33.  Indemnification

The Borrower shall indemnify and hold harmless the United States of America, including
DOE and FFB, and each other governmental agency or instrumentality of the United States, their
respective designees, agents, and contractors, and all of their respective directors, officers and
employees (each, an “/ndemnified Person”) from and against (and will reimburse each
Indemnified Person for) any and all losses, claims, damages, liabilities or other expenses
(including the reasonable fees, disbursements and other charges of counsel, but not including the
expenses incurred by DOE in connection with the preparation, negotiation, execution and
delivery of this Conditional Commitment Letter, Term Sheet and any Transaction Documents),
as the same are incurred, to which such Indemnified Person may become subject arising out of or
relating to (i) the execution or delivery of this Conditional Commitment Letter, Term Sheet, any
Transaction Document or any agreement or instrument contemplated hereby or thereby, or the
performance by the parties hereto or thereto of their respective obligations hereunder or
thereunder or the consummation of the transactions contemplated hereby or thereby, (ii) the
enforcement or preservation of any rights under this Conditional Commitment Letter, the Term
Sheet, any Transaction Document or any agreement or instrument prepared in connection
herewith or therewith, (iii) the Loans or the use or proposed use of the proceeds thereof, (iv) any
actual or alleged presence or release of any substance of any kind defined as hazardous or toxic
under the environmental laws of the United States, any foreign government or international
organization, or of any state, local, municipal or other governmental authority, on or from any
property owned, occupied or operated by the Applicant or any of its affiliates, or any
environmental liability related in any way to the Applicant or any of its affiliates or any of its
properties, or (v) any actual or prospective claim, litigation, investigation or proceeding relating
to any of the foregoing, whether based on contract, tort or any other theory, whether brought by
any third party or by the Applicant or any of its affiliates or otherwise, and regardless of whether
any Indemnified Person is a party thereto, provided that such indemnity shall not apply to the
extent the loss, claim, damage, liability or other expense results from the gross negligence or
willful misconduct of the Indemnified Person, in each case as determined by a court of
competent jurisdiction in a final, non-appealable order. This indemnity obligation shall survive
the execution of the Loan Documents and the expiration or other termination of the Loans.

34. Governing Law

All Loan Documents and Security Documents will be governed by the federal laws of the
United States of America and not the law of the several states.

35.  Interpretation and Rules of Construction

For purposes of this Conditional Commitment Letter and Term Sheet, the following rules
of interpretation and construction shall apply:

23033514v10
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(a) Except where expressly provided otherwise, whenever any matter is required to
be satisfactory to, or determined or approved by, DOE, or DOE is required or permitted to
exercise any discretion (including any discretion to waive, select, require, deem appropriate,
deem necessary, permit, determine or approve any matter), the satisfaction, determination or
approval of DOE, or the exercise by DOE of such discretion, shall be in its sole and absolute

discretion.

(b)  The words “including”, “includes” and “include” shall be deemed to be followed

3

in each instance by the words “without limitation”.

(c) The word “or” shall be non-exclusive and shall be construed to include the word
“and)’.

23033514v10
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Schedule |
Financial Covenants

Financial Covenants will be based on Holding’s consolidated financial statements
prepared in accordance with US GAAP and consistent with historically applied accounting
policies and practices.’

(a) For purposes of the Financial Covenants, terms are defined as follows:

() “EBITDA?” is defined as consolidated net income plus to the extent
reducing consolidated net income, the sum, without duplication, of amounts for:
(A) consolidated interest expense, (B) provisions for federal, state, local and foreign
income taxes (including franchise and similar taxes) and for foreign withholding taxes
payable, (C) total depreciation expense, (D) total amortization expense, (E) other non-
cash charges reducing consolidated net income including with respect to stock based
compensation, warranty, inventory reserves, (F) any net after-tax non-cash loss from the
early extinguishment of indebtedness or hedging obligations or derivative instruments,
(G) losses from non-ordinary course asset sales, (H) non-operating losses, () mark-to-
market losses recognized pursuant to Financial Accounting Standards Board Statement
No. 133 or any successor thereof, and (J) intangible write downs; and minus, to the extent
increasing consolidated net income, the sum, without duplication, of amounts for:
(A) federal, state, local and foreign income tax credits, (B) non-cash gains increasing
consolidated net income, (C) any net after-tax income from the early extinguishment of
Indebtedness or hedging obligations or other derivative instruments, (D) gains from non-
ordinary course asset sales, (E) non-operating income, (F) mark-to-market gains
recognized pursuant to Financial Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 133 or any
successor thereof, and (G) intangible gains.

(ii) “Total Debt” means, as of any date, an amount determined for Fisker on a
consolidated basis equal to borrowed money debt and lease obligations.

(iii)  “Fixed Charge Coverage Ratio” is defined as the ratio of EBITDA to
consolidated interest expense, required loan principal amortization, lease expenses and
capital expenditures for such four fiscal quarter period.

(iv)  “Net Worth” is defined as total assets minus total liabilities, after the
reduction of the value of any intangible assets, at the end of each fiscal year.

(b) The following Financial Covenants will be measured:

5 For the avoidance of doubt, the financial statements shall be prepared and the Financial Covenants shall be
calculated without giving effect to any election under Statement of Financial Accounting Standards 159 (or
any similar accounting principle) permitting a person to value its financial liabilities at the fair value
thereof.
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(1) Holding’s Total Debt to EBITDA ratio, commencing with the fiscal
quarter ending December 31, 2012, shall not at any time exceed 3 to 1 and, will be tested
quarterly at the end of each fiscal quarter based on trailing four quarter financial results.

(i)  Holding’s Fixed Charge Coverage Ratio shall exceed 2 to 1 at the end of
each measurement period ending on or after December 31, 2012. Holding’s Fixed
Charge Coverage Ratio will be tested quarterly based on trailing twelve month financial
results.

(iii)  Holding’s Net Worth at the end of each fiscal year shall equal or exceed
the following levels:

Fiscal Year Ending Minimum Tangible Net Worth
12/31/2012 $50 million

12/31/2013 $150 million

12/31 of each year thereafter $250 million

(iv)  Holding’s minimum EBITDA commencing with the fiscal year ending
December 31, 2011 shall not be less than the levels set forth in the schedule below for the
applicable fiscal year:

Fiscal Year Ending Minimum EBITDA
12/31/2011 $25 million
12/31/2012 $100 million

12/31 of each year thereafter $200 million

23033514v10
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Schedule 2
Minimum Additional Equity Milestones

Amounts® Milestone Completion Dates
$35 million Delivery of Conditional Commitment
Letter by DOE
$122.8 million Financial Closing Date
$27.2 million February 15, 2010
$50 million October 31, 2010
8 May include equity bridge loans made after May 1, 2009 which have been converted to equity prior to the

Financial Closing Date. To qualify as Minimum Additional Equity the terms of the transaction must be
satisfactory to DOE and the proceeds must have been received by Borrower in the form of unrestricted cash.

23033514v10
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EXHIBIT 13
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The Department of Energy’s (DOE)
Loan Guarantee Program (LGP) was
created by section 1703 of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 to guarantee loans
for innovative energy projects.
Currently, DOE is authorized to make
up to $34 billion in section 1703 loan
guarantees. In February 2009, the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act added section 1705, making
certain commercial technologies that
could start construction by September
30, 2011, eligible for loan guarantees.
It provided $6 billion in appropriations
that were later reduced by transfer and
rescission to $2.5 billion. The funds
could cover DOE'’s costs for an
estimated $18 billion in additional loan
guarantees. GAO has an ongoing
mandate to review the program'’s
implementation. Because of concerns
raised in prior work, GAO assessed (1)
the status of the applications to the
LGP and (2) for loans that the LGP has
committed to, or made, the extent to
which the program has adhered to its
process for reviewing applications.
GAO analyzed relevant legislation,
regulations, and guidance; prior audits;
and LGP data, documents, and
applications. GAO also interviewed
DOE officials and private lenders with
experience in energy project lending.

What GAO Recommends

GAO recommends that the Secretary
of Energy establish a timetable for, and
fully implement, a consolidated system
to provide information on LGP
applications and reviews and regularly
update program policies and
procedures. DOE disagreed with the
first of GAO's three recommendations;
GAO continues to believe that a
consolidated system would enhance
program management.
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ruscof@gao.gov.

DOE LOAN GUARANTEES

Further Actions Are Needed to Improve Tracking
and Review of Applications

What GAO Found

The Department of Energy (DOE) has made $15 billion in loan guarantees and
conditionally committed to an additional $15 billion, but the program does not
have the consolidated data on application status needed to facilitate efficient
management and program oversight. For the 460 applications to the Loan
Guarantee Program (LGP), DOE has made loan guarantees for 7 percent and
committed to an additional 2 percent. The time the LGP took to review loan
applications decreased over the course of the program, according to GAO's
analysis of LGP data. However, when GAO requested data from the LGP on the
status of these applications, the LGP did not have consolidated data readily
available and had to assemble these data over several months from various
sources. Without consolidated data on applicants, LGP managers do not have
readily accessible information that would facilitate more efficient program
management, and LGP staff may not be able to identify weaknesses, if any, in
the program’s application review process and approval procedures. Furthermore,
because it took months to assemble the data required for GAQ's review, it is also
clear that the data were not readily available to conduct timely oversight of the
program. LGP officials have acknowledged the need for a consolidated system
and said that the program has begun developing a comprehensive business
management system that could also be used to track the status of LGP
applications. However, the LGP has not committed to a timetable to fully
implement this system.

The LGP adhered to most of its established process for reviewing applications,
but its actual process differed from its established process at least once on 11 of
the 13 applications GAO reviewed. Private lenders who finance energy projects
that GAO interviewed found that the LGP's established review process was
generally as stringent as or more stringent than their own. However, GAO found
that the reviews that the LGP conducted sometimes differed from its established
process in that, for example, actual reviews skipped applicable review steps. In
other cases, GAO could not determine whether the LGP had performed some
established review steps because of poor documentation. Omitting or poorly
documenting reviews reduces the LGP’s assurance that it has treated applicants
consistently and equitably and, in some cases, may affect the LGP's ability to
fully assess and mitigate project risks. Furthermore, the absence of adequate
documentation may make it difficult for DOE to defend its decisions on loan
guarantees as sound and fair if it is questioned about the justification for and
equity of those decisions. One cause of the differences between established and
actual processes was that, according to LGP staff, they were following
procedures that had been revised but were not yet updated in the credit policies
and procedures manual, which governs much of the LGP's established review
process. In particular, the version of the manual in use at the time of GAO'’s
review was dated March 5, 2009, even though the manual states it was meant to
be updated at least annually, and more frequently as needed. The updated
manual dated October 6, 2011, addresses many of the differences GAO
identified. Officials also demonstrated that LGP had taken steps to address the
documentation issues by beginning to implement its new document management
system. However, by the close of GAO's review, LGP could not provide sufficient
documentation to resolve the issues identified in the review.
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The Honorable Dianne Feinstein

Chair

The Honorable Lamar Alexander

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development
Committee on Appropriations

United States Senate

The Honorable Rodney P. Frelinghuysen

Chairman

The Honorable Peter J. Visclosky

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development,
and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

House of Representatives

The Department of Energy’s (DOE) loan guarantee program (LGP) is
currently authorized to issue loan guarantees worth up to $34 billion for
certain types of energy projects that need affordable financing.' Federal
loan guarantee programs such as the LGP can help companies obtain
such financing because the federal government agrees to reimburse the
lender for the guaranteed amount if a borrower defaults. As directed by
section 1703 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, the LGP originally focused
on projects that use new or significantly improved energy technologies
and avoid, reduce, or sequester emissions of air pollutants or man-made
greenhouse gases. In February 2009, Congress expanded the scope of
the LGP in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act),
by adding section 1705 to the Energy Policy Act, which provided funding
and extended the program to include projects that use commercial energy
technology that employs renewable energy systems, electric power
transmission systems, or leading-edge biofuels that meet certain criteria.
The LGP has issued nine calls for applications—known as solicitations—
each of which covers particular types of energy technology.

"The amount of authority does not include approximately $20 billion that expired when
authority for a portion of the program expired on September 30, 2011.
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According to DOE officials, the LGP is important to both develop new
energy technologies for commercial use and make some commercial
projects possible, thereby creating jobs and new energy supplies.
However, loan guarantee programs can also expose the government to
substantial financial risks. For example, a borrower could default on a
federally guaranteed loan, leaving taxpayers to pay for the loss. In the
past, we also found problems with federal loan guarantee programs that
occurred in part because agencies did not exercise sufficient due
diligence. Due diligence is the review process by which a lender identifies
and mitigates potential problems or risks with a project before the lender
makes a loan or loan guarantee. Recently, the filing of bankruptcy
petitions by two recipients of DOE loan guarantees have raised concerns
that DOE may not be sufficiently identifying and mitigating the risk of a
loan defauit.

GAO has an ongoing mandate under the 2007 Revised Continuing
Appropriations Resoiution to review DOE’s execution of the LGP and to
report its findings to the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations. This is the sixth time we have reported on this program.2
We have raised concerns in our prior work about the limitations of the
portion of the program conducted under section 1703 in attracting
financially viable projects representing the full range of targeted
technologies.® In addition, we previously reported, among other things,
that the LGP treated applicants inconsistently and recommended that
DOE treat applicants consistently or clearly establish the conditions that
would warrant disparate treatment.* Because of questions regarding
inconsistent treatment of applicants and DOE's review process that we
raised in the 2010 report, our objectives for this report were to determine
(1) the status of the applications to the LGP’s nine solicitations and (2) the
extent to which the LGP has adhered to its process for reviewing
applications for loans that the LGP has committed to or closed.

2See our list of related products on the LGP at the end of this report.

3GAO, Department of Energy: New Loan Guarantee Program Should Complete Activities
Necessary for Effective and Accountable Program Management, GAQO-08-750
(Washington, D.C.: July 7, 2008).

4GA0-08-750; GAO, Department of Energy: Further Actions Are Needed to Improve

DOE's Ability to Evaluate and Implement the Loan Guarantee Program, GAO-10-627
(Washington, D.C.: July 12, 2010).
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To determine the status of applications to the LGP’s nine solicitations, we
reviewed DOE and LGP documents on the establishment and operation
of the program and analyzed the LGP’s available data on the applications
received and their current status. Because the LGP did not maintain
consolidated information on application status, it had to assemble data
from various sources for all of the applications as of September 30, 2011.
To assist in this effort, we tailored a data request to collect data on the
status of all 460 applications to the program in consuitation with agency
officials. These data were to provide a current snapshot of the program by
solicitation and allow analysis of various characteristics. LGP staff familiar
with each solicitation completed the spreadsheets, and these
spreadsheets were reviewed by managers before they were forwarded to
GAO. We assessed the reliability of the data the LGP provided by
reviewing it, comparing it to other sources and following up with the
agency to clarify questions and inconsistencies, and obtain missing data.
Once the data were all collected, we found them to be sufficiently reliable
for our purposes. This process enabled us to develop up-to-date
programwide information on the status of applications. The LGP staff
updated its March 2011 applicant status data as of July 29, 2011, and we
obtained additional data on the conditional commitments and closings
made by the September 30, 2011, expiration of the section 1705 authority
for loan guarantees with a credit subsidy. In cases where multiple
applications were submitted for a single project, we considered each to
be a single application for purposes of this report. In addition, we met with
the LGP’s management and staff from each of the divisions involved with
the review process. To determine the extent to which the LGP has
adhered to its process for reviewing applications for loans that it has
committed to or closed, we identified the key steps in the review process
by analyzing the laws, regulations, policies, guidance, and solicitations for
the program. We verified these key steps in interviews with LGP officials.
We identified the 13 applications that had received conditional
commitments or had closed by December 31, 2010.5 We then requested
documentation from the LGP of the key review steps it conducted for
selected applications. We initially requested this documentation for a

5Three additional applications had either reached conditional commitment or closed during
this period. We excluded these applications from our review because the LGP's review
process for these applications was substantially different. A conditional commitment is a
commitment by DOE to issue a loan guarantee if the applicant satisfies specific
requirements. The Secretary of Energy has the discretion to cancel a conditional
commitment at any time for any reason prior to the issuance of a loan guarantee.
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Background

nonprobability sample of 6 applications representing a range of
solicitations and project types.® We also collected more limited
information on the 7 remaining applications to which DOE had
conditionally committed to issue a loan guarantee by the end of calendar
year 2010. For these 7, we reviewed certain key steps for which we found
differences from the LGP's established process during our review of the
initial 6 applications. We did not evaluate the quality of the LGP’s
analyses supporting the completion of these steps. The applications we
reviewed were processed by the LGP under the policies and procedures
that were in place through September 30, 2011.7 We also interviewed
seven private lenders with experience financing energy sector projects to
gain insights on the comparability of the LGP and private sector review
processes. A more detailed discussion of our objectives, scope, and
methodology is presented in appendix .

We conducted this performance audit from September 2010 to February
2012 in accordance with generally accepted government auditing
standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain sufficient, appropriate evidence to provide a reasonable basis for
our findings and conclusions based on our audit objectives. We believe
that the evidence obtained provides a reasonable basis for our findings
and conclusions based on our audit objectives.

DOE'’s LGP was designed to address the fundamental impediment for
investors that stems from the high risks of clean energy projects,
including technology risk—the risk that the new technology will not
perform as expected—and execution risk—the risk that the borrower will
not perform as expected. Companies can face obstacles in securing
enough affordable financing to survive the “valiey of death” between
developing innovative technologies and commercializing them. Because
the risks that lenders must assume to support new technologies can put
private financing out of reach, companies may not be able to
commercialize innovative technologies without the federal government's

8Because this was a nonprobability sample, we cannot generalize what we found to all
applications, but we chose these applications to include a variety of project types and for
different solicitations.

7Department of Energy, Title XVII Of The Energy Policy Act Of 2005 Loan Guarantee
Program, Credit Policies and Procedures (Washington, D.C., Mar. 5, 2009).

Page 4 GAO-12-157 DOE Loan Guarantees



Case 1:13-cv-00037-KBJ Document 23-4 Filed 07/30/13 Page 59 of 128

financial support. According to the DOE loan program’'s Executive
Director, DOE loan guarantees lower the cost of capital for projects using
innovative energy technologies, making them more competitive with
conventional technologies and thus more attractive to lenders and equity
investors. Moreover, according to the DOE loan programs Executive
Director, the program takes advantage of DOE'’s expertise in analyzing
the technical aspects of proposed projects, which can be difficult for
private sector lenders without that expertise.

Until February 2009, the LGP was working exclusively under section 1703
of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, which authorized loan guarantees for
new or innovative energy technologies that had not yet been
commercialized. Congress had authorized DOE to guarantee
approximately $34 billion in section 1703 loans by fiscal year 2009, after
accounting for rescissions, but it did not appropriate funds to pay the
“credit subsidy costs” of these guarantees. For section 1703 loan
guarantees, each applicant was to pay the credit subsidy cost of its own
project. These costs are defined as the estimated long-term cost, in net
present value terms, over the entire period the loans are outstanding to
cover interest subsidies, defaults, and delinquencies (not including
administrative costs). Under the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990, the
credit subsidy cost for any guaranteed loan must be provided prior to a
loan guarantee commitment.

In past reports, we found several issues with the LGP’s implementation of
section 1703. For example, in our July 2008 report, we stated that risks
inherent to the program make it difficult for DOE to estimate credit
subsidy costs it charges to borrowers.? If DOE underestimates these
costs, taxpayers will ultimately bear the costs of defaults or other
shortfalls not covered by the borrowers’ payments into a cost-subsidy
pool that is to cover section 1703's program-wide costs of default. In
addition, we reported that, to the extent that certain types of projects or
technologies are more likely than others to have fees that are too high to
remain economically viable, the projects that do accept guarantees may
be more heavily weighted toward lower-risk technologies and may not
represent the full range of technologies targeted by the section 1703
program.

8GA0D-08-750.
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In February 2009, the Recovery Act amended the Energy Policy Act of
2005, authorizing the LGP to guarantee loans under section 1705. This
section also provided $2.5 billion to pay applicants’ credit subsidy costs.®
This credit subsidy funding was available only to projects that began
construction by September 30, 2011, among other requirements.'® DOE
estimated that the funding would be sufficient to provide about $18 billion
in guarantees under section 1705. Section 1705 authorized guarantees
for commercial energy projects that employ renewable energy systems,
electric power transmission systems, or leading-edge biofuels that meet
certain criteria. Some of these are the same types of projects eligible
under section 1703, which authorizes guarantees only for projects that
use new or significantly improved technologies. " Consequently, many
projects that had applied under section 1703 became eligible to have their
credit subsidy costs paid under section 1705.

®Pub. L. No. 111-5, Div. A, Title IV (Feb. 17, 2009). Congress originally appropriated
nearly $6 billion to pay the credit subsidy costs of projects supported under section 1705,
with the limitation that funding to pay the credit subsidy costs of leading-edge biofuel
projects eligible under this section would not exceed $500 million. Congress later
authorized the President to transfer up to $2 billion of the nearly $6 billion to expand the
“Cash for Clunkers" program. Pub. L. No. 111-47 (Aug. 7, 2009). The $2 billion was
transferred to the Department of Transportation, leaving nearly $4 billion to cover credit
subsidy costs of projects supported under section 1705. On August 10, 2010, Pub. L. No.
111-226 rescinded an additional $1.5 billion from the loan guarantee appropriation to pay
for education-related jobs, Medicaid and other initiatives, further reducing funding
available to $2.5 billion.

1%Other requirements include that the workers employed on the project, including
contractors or subcontractors, will be paid wages not less than prevailing on similar work
in the locality in accordance with the Davis-Bacon Act. The act limited loan guarantees
under section 1705 to the following categories of projects: (1) renewable energy systems,
including incremental hydropower, that generate electricity or thermal energy, and facilities
that manufacture related components; (2) electric power transmission systems, including
upgrading and reconductoring projects; and (3) leading-edge biofuel projects that will use
technologies performing at the pilot or demonstration scale that the Secretary determines
are likely to become commercial technologies and will produce transportation fuels that
substantially reduce life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions compared with other
transportation fuels.

"New or significantly improved technology means a technology concerned with the
production, consumption, or transportation of energy and that is not a commercial
technology, and that has either: (1) only recently been developed, discovered, or learned:;
or (2) involves or constitutes one or more meaningful and important improvements in
productivity or value, in comparison to commercial technologies in use in the United
States at the time the term sheet is issued.
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Because authority for the section 1705 loan guarantees expired on
September 30, 2011, section 1703 is now the only remaining authority for
the LGP. In April 2011, Congress appropriated $170 million to pay credit
subsidy costs for section 1703 projects. Previously, these costs were to
be paid exclusively by the applicants and were not federally funded.
Congress also authorized DOE to extend eligibility under section 1703 to
certain projects that had applied under section 1705 but did not receive a
loan guarantee prior to the September 30, 2011, deadline. '

DOE has issued nine calls for applications to the LGP. Each of these nine
“solicitations” has specified the energy technologies it targets and
provided criteria for the LGP to determine project eligibility and the
likelihood of applicants repaying their loans (see table 1).

I
Table 1: DOE Solicitations for Applications to the LGP

Date issued or Description of eligible energy
Name of solicitation updated technology
Mixed 06 8/8/06 All technologies except for nuclear
facilities and oil refineries.
Nuclear Front-End 6/30/08 Facilities for new uranium
enrichment capacity and
distribution.
Nuclear Power 6/30/08 Nuclear power facilities.
Energy efficiency and 6/30/08 Innovative energy efficiency,
renewable energy or renewable energy, and advanced
EERE 08 energy transmission and
distribution technologies.
Fossil 9/22/08 Coal-based power generation and

industrial gasification facilities that
incorporate carbon capture and
sequestration or other beneficial
uses of carbon and for advanced
coal gasification facilities.

Energy efficiency and 7/29/09 Innovating energy efficiency,
renewable energy or EERE renewable energy, and advanced
09 energy transmission and

distribution technologies.

Transmission 7/29/09 Electric power transmission
infrastructure investment projects.

12Department of Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011, Pub. L No.
112-10.
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Date issued or Description of eligible energy
Name of solicitation updated technology
Financial Institution 10/7/09 Renewable energy generation
Partnership Program (FIPP) projects using commercial
technology.
Manufacturing 8/10/10 Manufacture of renewable energy

systems and components using
commercial technology.

Source DOE

To help ensure that that these criteria were applied consistently and that
each selected project provided a reasonable prospect of repayment, in
March 2009, the LGP issued a credit policies and procedures manual for
the program, outlining its policies and procedures for reviewing loan
guarantee applications. As shown in figure 1, this review process is
divided into three stages: intake, due diligence, and “conditional
commitment to closing.” We use the term “review process” to refer to the
entire process.
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Figure 1: Overview of LGP Review Process for Applications through the Intake, Due Diligence, and Conditional Commitment
to Closing Stages
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Source: GAO presentation of DOE data.

During the intake stage, the LGP assesses applications in a two-part
process for most applicants. In part |, the LGP considers a project's
eligibility based on the requirements in the solicitation and relevant laws
and regulations. Nuclear solicitation applications are also evaluated
against programmatic, technical, and financial criteria during the part |
review. Based on the LGP's eligibility determination during part | review,
qualifying applicants are invited to submit a part I application. Generally,
LGP evaluates this application against programmatic, technical, and
financial criteria to form a basis for ranking applications within each
solicitation.'® Based on these initial rankings, the LGP selects certain

BUnder the FIPP solicitation, applicants must apply to a private “lead lender,” which
initially evaluates the proposed loan guarantee for credit approval and decides whether to
apply to DOE for the loan guarantee.
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applications for the due diligence stage. During due diligence, the LGP
performs a detailed examination of the project’s financial, technical, legal,
and other qualifications to ensure that the LGP has identified and
mitigated any risks that might affect the applicant’s ability to repay the
loan guarantee. Key to identifying risks during due diligence are required
reports by independent consultants on the technical and legal aspects of
the project and others, such as marketing reports, that the LGP uses
when needed. The LGP also negotiates the terms of the loan guarantee
with the applicant during due diligence.

The proposed loan guarantee transaction is then submitted for review
and/or approval by the following entities:

« DOE's Credit Committee, consisting of senior executive service DOE
officials, most of whom are not part of the LGP.

« DOE'’s Credit Review Board (CRB), which consists of senior-level
officials such as the deputy and undersecretaries of Energy.

« The Office of Management and Budget (OMB), which reviews the
LGP’s estimated credit subsidy range for each transaction.

o Department of the Treasury.
» The Secretary of Energy, who has final approval authority.

Following the Secretary’s approval, the LGP offers the applicant a
“conditional commitment” for a loan guarantee. If the applicant signs and
returns the conditional commitment offer with the required fee, the offer
becomes a conditional commitment, contingent on the applicant meeting
conditions prior to closing. During the conditional commitment to closing
stage, LGP officials and outside counsel prepare the final financing
documents and ensure that the applicant has met all conditions required
for closing, and the LGP obtains formal approval of the final credit subsidy
cost from OMB. Prior to closing, applications may be rejected by the LGP.
Similarly, applicants can withdraw at any point during the review process.
Once these steps have been completed, the LGP “closes” the loan
guarantee and, subject to the terms and conditions of the loan guarantee
agreement, begins to disburse funds to the project. For further detail on
the review process, see appendix |li.
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DOE Has Made $15.1
Billion in Loan
Guarantees but Does
Not Maintain
Consolidated Data on
Status of Applications

For 460 applications to the LGP from its nine solicitations, DOE has made
$15.1 billion in loan guarantees and conditionally committed to an
additional $15 billion, representing $30 billion of the $34 billion in loan
guarantees authorized for the LGP.'* However, when we requested data
from the LGP on the status of the applications to its nine solicitations, the
LGP did not have consolidated data readily available but had to assemble
them from various sources.

DOE Has Made $15.1
Billion in Loan Guarantees
and Committed to Another
$15 Billion

As of September 30, 2011, the LGP had received 460 applications and
made (closed) $15.1 billion in loan guarantees in response to 30
applications (7 percent of all applications), all under section 1705. It had
not closed any guarantees under section 1703. In addition, the LGP had
conditionally committed another $15 billion for 10 more applications (2
percent of all applications)—4 under section 1705 and 6 under section
1703. The closed loan guarantees obligated $1.9 billion of the $2.5 billion
in credit subsidy appropriations funded by the Recovery Act for section
1705, leaving $600 million of the funds unused before the program
expired. For section 1703 credit subsidy costs, the $170 million that
Congress appropriated in April 2011 to pay such costs is available, but it
may not cover all such costs because the legisiation makes the funds
available only for renewable energy or efficient end-use energy
technologies. 'S Applicants whose projects’ credit subsidy costs are not
covered by the appropriation must pay their own credit subsidy costs. To
date, credit subsidy costs for loan guarantees that DOE has closed have,
on average, been about 12.5 percent of the guaranteed loan amounts.

The median loan guarantee requested for all applications was $141
million. Applications for nuclear power projects requested significantly
larger loan amounts—a median of $7 billion—and requested the largest

“The amount of authority does not include approximately $20 billion that expired when
authority for a portion of the program expired on September 30, 2011.

“The legislation also made some section 1705 projects submitted to DOE by Feb. 24,
2011, eligible for these funds, but nuclear projects are not included among eligible
projects.
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total dollar amount by type of technology—$117 billion.'® Applications for
energy efficiency and renewable energy solicitations requested the
second-largest dollar amount—$74 billion. Table 2 provides further details
on the applications by solicitation and the resulting closed loan
guarantees and conditional commitments. Appendix Il provides further
details on the individual committed and closed loan guarantees.

Table 2: Number of Applications, Median and Total Loan Guarantees Requested, Total Conditionally Committed Loan
Guarantees, and Total Closed Loan Guarantees, by Solicitation, through September 30, 2011

Dollars in millions

Number Median loan Total loan  Total conditionally Total closed
of guarantee guarantee committed loan loan

Solicitation, issue date applications requested requested guarantee guarantee®
Mixed 06, 8/8/06 140 $60° $31,018" $72° $1,203
Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy 08,
6/30/08° 68 163 21,265 261° 3,381
Nuclear Front-End, 6/30/08 2 2,000 4,000 2,000° 0
Nuclear Power, 6/30/08 19 6,969 117,363 8,326° 0
Fossil, 9/22/08 8 2,072 17,145 0 0
Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy 08, 7/29/09 168 150 52,915 2,105 5,601
Transmission, 7/29/09 12 660 11,586 0 343
Financial Institution
Partnership Program, 10/7/09 37 146 11,057 2,274 4516
Manufacturing, 8/10/10 6 98 1,022 0 0
Total 460 $141° $267,372 $15,038° $15,044

Source: GAO analysis of DOE data provided as of July 29, 2011, and updated for new commitments or closings, as of September 30,
2011,

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding.

*Fifteen of these guarantees went to projects that applied under section 1703 but were later deemed
eligible for and received funding under section 1705.

"6The minimum loan guarantee requested for all applications was $0, and the maximum
loan guarantee requested was $12 billion, both for nuclear power projects. The $0 loan
guarantee request was for one portion of a jointly sponsored nuclear power project. The
joint sponsor of the nuclear power project requested approximately $8 billion in loan
guarantees.
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®The median and total loan guarantee amounts reflect the reported loan amounts for 134 of the 140
Mixed 06 applications because DOE said 6 applicants did not specify the amount of their loan
guaraniee request.

“This row includes four applications that LGP does not consider to be official submissions since the
applicants did not pay the application fee. However, we included these applications in our analysis
because the LGP included them in the application data they provided to us, and these applications
demonstrate the level of interest in the solicitation.

“This amount is the median loan guarantee amount requested across all solicitations. The minimum
loan guarantee requested for all applications was $0, and the maximum loan guaraniee requested
was $12 billion, both for nuclear power projects.

“Of the $15 billion in committed loan guarantees, applications under the section 1703 authority to
these solicitations account for $10.4 billion or 71 percent. See appendix |l for a list of these committed
loan guarantees.

For all 460 LGP applications submitted, figure 2 shows the total loan
guarantee amounts requested by type of energy technology.

Figure 2: Amount of Loan Guarantees Requested in 460 Applications by Energy
Technology Category, as of July 29, 2011

Doltars In biflions

3
Multiple

6.7
Transmission

8.9
Other renewable

13.3
Alternative fuels

Wind

Efficiency

Fossil

Solar

Nuclear
Source. GAQ analysis of DOE data describing the energy technology of each loan guarantee application, as of July 29, 2011
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Note: For this analysis, we used simplified energy technology categories based on DOE’s data. The
figure omits one application for which the LGP did not report the type of energy technology employed
by the proposed project or the amount requested for the project. It also omits requesis that DOE
listed as using “other” energy technology, which totaled about 0.01 percent of the amount requested.

Table 3 provides an overview, as of September 30, 2011, of the status of
the 460 loan guarantee applications that the LGP received in response to
its nine solicitations. Of the 460 applications, 66 were still in various
stages of the approval process (intake and due diligence), 40 had
received conditional commitment or were closed, and 354 had been
withdrawn or rejected. DOE documents list a wide range of reasons for
application withdrawals, including inability to submit application material in
a timely manner, inability to secure feedstock, project faced many
hurdles, applicant did not pursue project, and applicant switched to
another program. Solicitations that primarily targeted efficiency and
renewable energy received the most applications, while those targeting
nuclear front-end technologies (for the beginning of the nuclear fuel
cycle), manufacturing, and fossil fuels received the fewest. The rejection
rate was highest for applications submitted for two of the earlier
solicitations and much lower for DOE’s FIPP,'” a more recent solicitation
involving applications sponsored by private financial institutions. Since we
began our review, two of the borrowers with closed loan guarantees have
declared bankruptcy—Solyndra, Inc., with a $535 million loan guarantee
for manufacturing cylindrical solar cells, and Beacon Power Corporation,
with a $43 million loan guarantee for an energy storage technology.

YTEIPP refers to the federal loan guarantees for commercial technology renewable energy
generation projects under the DOE LGP solicitation number DE-FOA-0000166, dated
October 7, 2009. This solicitation is unique because it is the only one inviting private
lenders to share due diligence activities for identifying and mitigating risk and finance a
portion of total project costs.
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Table 3: Number (and Percentage) of Applications in Each Review Stage, by Solicitation, as of September 30, 2011

Number (percentage) of applications by stage

Guarantees
Number of Due Conditional made
Solicitation, issue date applications Intake diligence commitment (closed) Withdrawn Rejected
Mixed 06, 8/8/06 140 0(0) 3(2) 1(1) 4(3) 8(6)  124(89)
EERE 08, 6/30/08° 68 0(0) 7(10) 2(3) 8(12) 6(9) 45(66)
Nuclear Front End, 6/30/08 2 0(0) 1(50) 1(50) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)
Nuclear Power, 6/30/08 19 5(26) 4(21) 3(16) 0(0) 7(37) 0(0)
Fossil, 9/22/08 8 0(0) 4(50) 0(0) 0(0) 3(38) 1(13)
EERE 09, 7/29/09 168 12(7) 21(13) 1(1) 10(6) 59(35) 65(39)
Transmission, 7/29/09 12 2(17) 0(0) 0(0) 1(8) 9(75) 0(0)
Financial Institution Partnership
Program (FIPP), 10/7/09 37 0(0) 7(19) 2(5) 7(19) 18(49) 3(8)
Manufacturing, 8/10/10 6 0(0) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0) 3(50) 3(50)
Total® 460 19(4) 47(10) 10(2)° 30(7)° 113(25) 241(52)

Source GAO analysis of DOE data provided as of July 29, 2011 and updated for new commitments or closings as of September 30,
2011

*This row includes four applications that the LGP does not consider to be official submissions since
the applicants did not pay the application fee. However, we included these applications in our
analysis because the LGP included them in the application data they provided to us, and these
applications demonstrate the level of interest in the solicitation.

®Percentage totals may not add to 100 due to rounding.

°Four of these conditional commitments are under section 1705, and six are under section 1703.
Many of the section 1703 applications have been in process since 2008 or before. See appendix I,
tables 7 and 8.

“All of these closed loan guarantees are under section 1705. See appendix I, table 9.

The elapsed time for LGP to process loan applications generally
decreased over the course of the program, according to LGP data. LGP
officials noted that the elapsed time between review stages includes the
time the LGP waited for the applicants to prepare required documents for
each stage. The process was longest for applications to the earlier
solicitations, issued solely under section 1703, from start to closing.'® The
review process was shorter for applications under the four more recent
solicitations, issued after the passage of section 1705. For example, the

8Some closed loan guarantees went to projects that applied under section 1703 but were
later eligible for and received funding under section 1705.
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first solicitation, known as Mixed 06, had the longest overall time frames
from intake to closing—a median of 1,442 days—and the FIPP solicitation
had the shortest time frames—a median of 422 days.'® Applications to the
FIPP solicitation had the shortest elapsed time because this program was
carried out in conjunction with private lenders, who conducted their own
reviews before submitting loan applications to the LGP.?° Table 4 shows
the median number of days elapsed during each review stage, by
solicitation, as of September 30, 2011.

|
Table 4: Number of Applications and Median Number of Days Elapsed During Each Review Stage and Overall, by Solicitation

Rejected
Conditional Overall: start applications:
Number of Intake stage Due diligence commitment to of intake to start of intake to
Solicitation, issue date applications (parts | & II) stage closing stage closing date rejection date
Number of applications
completing this stage 114 43 30 30 241
Mixed 06, 8/8/06 140 722 430 284 1,442 280
EERE 08, 6/30/08° 68 90 338 177 696 168
Nuclear Front-End, 6/30/08 2 230 401 ° ° °
Nuclear Power, 6/30/08 19 219 294 ° e g
Fossil, 9/22/08 8 199 ° ° ° 201
EERE 09, 7/29/09 168 194 309 114 668 70
Transmission, 7/29/09 12 178 222 115 515 b
FIPP, 10/7/09 37 73 228 92 422 94
Manufacturing, 8/10/10 6 ° ° ° ° 78
Median number of days for all
applications 184° 294" 1271° 660’ 277°

Source GAO analysis of DOE data
Notes:
The number of days elapsed represents the median for the review period of those applications that

proceeded to the next review stage. We believe the median is a better representation of the data for
this table because it reduces the effect of some outliers that skew the data.

1%The minimum number of days elapsed from intake to closing was 287 days, and the
maximum number of days from intake to closing was 1,731 days.

20The LGP’s lenders to date have been the U.S. Treasury's Federal Financing Bank and
the private lenders under the FIPP solicitation who brought applicants to the LGP and who
must risk at least 20 percent of the total loans for the applicants’ project.
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The calculations were for the status and elapsed days of the 460 applications as of September 30,
2011.

The elapsed time between review stages includes the time the LGP waited for the applicant to
prepare required documents for each stage.

*This row includes four applications that the LGP does not consider to be official submissions since
the applicants did not pay the application fee. However, we included these applications in our
analysis because the LGP included them in the application data they provided to us, and these
applications demonstrate the level of interest in the solicitation. Additionally, the average elapsed time
for intake review of applications to the EERE 08 solicitation is lower because applications for certain
types of projects were not required to follow a two-part application process.

®No applications completed this stage for this solicitation.

“The minimum number of days elapsed for all applications for intake was 33 and the maximum
number of days elapsed was 740.

“The minimum number of days elapsed for all applications for due diligence was 50 and the maximum
number of days elapsed was 930.

*The minimum number of days elapsed for all applications for conditional commitment to closing was
41 and the maximum number of days elapsed was 407.

The minimum number of days elapsed for all applications from intake to closing was 287 and the
maximum number of days elapsed was 1,731.

9The minimum number of days elapsed for all applications from intake to rejection was 9 and the
maximum number of days elapsed was 1,046.

From September 4, 2009, to July 29, 2011—a period of nearly 2 years—
the LGP closed $5.8 billion in loan guarantees for 13 applications under
section 1705. In the last few months before the authority for section 1705
loan guarantees expired, the LGP accelerated its closings of section 1705
applications that had reached the conditional commitment stage. Thus,
over the last 2 months before the authority for section 1705 expired, the
LPG closed an additional $9.3 billion in loan guarantees for 17
applications under section 1705.2' The program did not use about $600
million of the $2.5 billion that Congress appropriated to pay credit subsidy
costs before the section 1705 authority expired, and these funds were no
longer available for use by LGP.

21This effort was preceded by DOE'’s announcement on May 10, 2011, that the LGP would
focus on 18 applications that officials believed were most likely to meet all the
requirements for closing and begin construction prior to the September 30, 2011,
expiration date.
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The LGP Does Not
Maintain Consolidated
Information on
Application Status

When we requested data from the LGP on the identity of applicants,
status, and key dates for review of all the applications to its nine
solicitations, the LGP did not have consolidated information on application
status readily available. Instead, it had to assemble these data from
various sources.

To respond to our initial data request, LGP staff provided information from
the following five sources:

» “Origination portfolio” spreadsheets, which contain information for
applications that are in the due diligence stage of the review process.
These spreadsheets contain identifying information, the solicitation
applied under, commitment or closing status, type of technology,
overall cost, proposed or closed loan amount, and expected or actual
approval dates. Information in these spreadsheets is limited. For
example, they do not contain dates that the applicant completed each
stage and do not have information on applications that have been
rejected or withdrawn.

» “Tear sheet’” summaries for each application, which give current
status and basic facts about the project and its technology, cost,
finances, and strengths and weaknesses. Tear sheets are updated
periodically, or as needed, but LGP officials could not easily
consolidate them because they were kept in word processing software
that does not have analysis or summarization capabilities.

« “Application trackers,” which are spreadsheets that give basic
descriptive information and status of applications for some
solicitations. LGP staff said they were maintained for most, but not all,
solicitations.

« “Project Tracking Information” documents showing graphic
presentations of application status summaries, loan guarantee
amounts requested, technology type, planned processing dates, and
procurement schedules for technical reports. These documents were
updated manually through December 20, 2010.

« ‘“Credit subsidy forecasts,” which are documents that track the actual
or projected credit subsidy costs of the section 1705 projects in
various stages of the review process and the cumulative utilization of
credit subsidy funding.
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LGP staff needed over 3 months to assemble the data and fully resolve
all the errors and omissions we identified. LGP staff also made further
changes to some of these data when we presented our analysis of the
data to the LGP in October 2011.22 According to LGP officials in 2010, the
program had not maintained up-to-date and consolidated documents and
data. An LGP official said at the time that LGP considered it more
important to process loan guarantee applications than to update records.
Because it took months to assemble the information required for our
review, it is also clear that the LGP could not be conducting timely
oversight of the program. Federal regulations require that records be kept
to facilitate an effective and accurate audit and performance evaluation.
These regulations—along with guidance from the Department of the
Treasury and OMB—provide that maintaining adequate and proper
records of agency activities is essential to oversight of the management
of public resources.??

In addition, under federal internal control standards, federal agencies are
to employ control activities, such as accurately and promptly recording
transactions and events to maintain their relevance and value to
management on controlling operations and making decisions.?* Under
these standards, managers are to compare actual program performance
to planned or expected results and analyze significant differences.
Managers cannot readily conduct such analysis of the LGP if the agency
does not maintain consolidated information on applications to the
program and their status. Moreover, the fact that it took the LGP 3 months
to aggregate data on the status of applications for us suggests that its
managers have not had readily accessible and up-to-date information and
have not been doing such analysis on an ongoing basis. This is not
consistent with one of the fundamental concepts of internal control, in
which such control is not a single event but a series of actions and
activities that occur throughout an entity's operations and on an ongoing

22Errors and omissions included missing or incorrect dates associated with an applicant's
progression to the next stage of LGP review; incorrect status (e.g., application listed as
both withdrawn and rejected); inconsistent entries related to the loan guarantee amount
requested by the applicant; and no status given.

2310 C.F.R. § 609.10(f)(1); U.S. Department of the Treasury, Managing Federal
Receivables A Guide for Managing Loans and Administrative Debt, Financial
Management Service (Washington, D.C.: 2005); and OMB Circular A-130.

24GAO0, Standards for Intemnal Control in the Federal Government, GAO/AIMD-00-21.3.1
(Washington, D.C.. November 1999).
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basis. Thus, providing managers with access to aggregated, updated
data could facilitate more efficient management of the LGP.

Furthermore, without consolidated data about applicants, LGP actions,
and application status, LGP staff may not be able to identify weaknesses,
if any, in the program’s application review process and approval
procedures. For example, consolidated data on application status would
provide a comprehensive snapshot of which steps of the review process
are taking longer than expected and may need to be addressed. If
program data were consolidated in an electronic tracking system,
program managers could quickly access information important to
managing the LGP, such as the current amount of credit subsidy
obligated, as well as whether the agency is consistently complying with
certain procedural requirements under its policies and regulations that
govern the program. In addition, the program cannot quickly respond to
requests for information about the program as a whole from Congress or
program auditors.

In March 2011, the LGP acknowledged the need for such a system.
According to the March 2011 LGP summary of its proposed data
management project, as the number of applications, volume of data and
records, and number of employees increased, the existing method for
storing and organizing program data and documents had become
inadequate, and needed to be replaced. In October 2011, LGP officials
stated that while the LGP has not maintained a consolidated application
tracking database across all solicitations, the program has started to
develop a more comprehensive business management system that
includes a records management system called “iPortal” that also could be
used to track the status of applications. Officials did not provide a
timetable for using iPortal to track the status of applications but said that
work is under way on it. However, until iPortal or some other system can
track applications’ status, the LGP staff cannot be assured that
consolidated information on application status necessary to better
manage the program will be available.
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The LGP Did Not
Always Adhere to Its
Review Process,
Which May Pose
Risks and Result in
Inconsistent
Treatment

We identified 43 key steps in the LGP’s guidance establishing its review
process for assessing and approving loan guarantee applications. The
LGP followed most of its established review process, but the LGP’s actual
process differed from this established process at least once on 11 of the
13 applications we reviewed, in part because the process was outdated.
In some cases, LGP did not perform applicable review steps and in other
cases we could not determine whether the LGP had completed review
steps. Furthermore, we identified more than 80 instances of deficiencies
in documentation of the LGP'’s reviews of the 13 applications, such as
missing signatures or dates. It is too early to evaluate the impact of the
specific differences we identified on achieving program goals, but we and
the DOE Inspector General have reported that omitting or poorly
documenting review steps may pose increased financial risk to the
taxpayer and result in inconsistent treatment of applications.

The LGP Did Not
Consistently Follow Its
Established Review
Process, in Part Because
the Process Was Outdated

We identified 43 key steps in the LGP credit policies and procedures
manual and its other guidance that establish the LGP’s review process for
assessing and approving loan guarantee applications. Not all 43 steps
are necessary for every application, since the LGP’s guidance lets
officials tailor aspects of the review process on an ad hoc basis to reflect
the specific needs of the solicitation. For example, under the EERE 08
solicitation, the LGP required two parts of intake review for applications
involving large projects that integrate multiple types of technologies, but it
required only one part for small projects. Furthermore, according to LGP
officials, they have changed the review process over time to improve
efficiency and transparency, so the number of relevant steps also
depends on when the LGP started reviewing a given application. LGP
guidance recognizes the need for such flexibility and maintains that
program standards and internal control need to be applied transparently
and uniformly to protect the financial interests of the government. For
more information on the key steps we identified, see appendix Ill.

According to private lenders we contacted who finance energy projects,
the LGP's established review process is generally as stringent as or more
stringent than those lenders’ own due diligence processes. For example,
like the LGP, private lenders evaluate a project's proposed expenses and
income in detail to determine whether it will generate sufficient funds to
support its debt payments. In addition, private lenders and the LGP both
rely on third-party expertise to evaluate the technical, legal, and
marketing risks that might affect the payments. Lenders who were not
participating in the LGP generally agreed that the LGP’s process, if
followed, should provide reasonable management of risk. Some lenders
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that sponsored applications under the FIPP solicitation said that the
LGP's review process was more rigorous than their own. They said this
level of rigor was not warranted for the FIPP solicitation because it
covered commercial technology, which is inherently less risky than the
innovative technologies covered by other solicitations. Some private
lenders we spoke with also noted that financing an innovative energy
project involves a certain amount of risk that cannot be eliminated, and
one lender said that a failure rate of 2 or 3 percent is common, even for
the most experienced loan officers.

However, we found that the LGP did not always follow the review process
in its guidance. The LGP completed most of the applicable review steps
for the 6 applications that we reviewed in full, but its actual process
differed from the established process at least once on 5 of the 6
applications we reviewed. We also conducted a more limited examination
of 7 additional applications, in which we examined the steps where the
actual process differed from the established process for the first 6
applications. We again found that the LGP's actual process differed from
its established process at least once on 6 of the 7 applications. Table 4
summarizes review steps for which we either identified differences or
could not determine whether the LGP completed a particular review step
across all 13 applications. The 13 applications we reviewed represent all
of the applications that had reached conditional commitment or closing,
as of December 31, 2010, excluding 3 applications that had applied under
the earliest solicitation, since the LGP's review process was substantially
different for these 3 applications.?*

2The three excluded applications were from Solyndra, Beacon Power, and Sage
Electrochromics, LLC. One of the 13 applications we reviewed was for a project with
multiple sponsors. In this instance, we only reviewed the application with the largest loan
guarantee amount request.
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Table 5: LGP’s Adherence to Its Review Process for 13 Applications with Closed or Conditionally Committed Loan
Guarantees, by Review Stage and Step

Number of Could not
applications Applicable determine if
examined for Not but not step was
Review stage Review step description review step applicable performed performed Completed
Intake Part | technical review 6 2 0 1 3
Solicitation-specific ranking 13 5 0 8 0
process for EERE 08
applicants
Obtain CRB approval prior to 13 3 6 0 4
due diligence
Due diligence Review of applicant’s 6 0 2 1 3

management (e.g.,
background check, credit
check, Internal Revenue
Service check)

Obtain final independent 13 0 6 0 7
engineering report prior to

conditional commitment

Obtain final independent 13 3 1 1 8

marketing report prior to
conditional commitment

Complete OMB review of the 13 0 3 7 3
LGP credit subsidy cost
estimate
Conditional Collect a full fee from an 13 0 1 0 12
commitment to closing applicant at conditional
commitment
Total 13 19 18 40

Source GAO analysis of LGP documentat.on supporting its application reviews

Note: These differences represent our review of LGP documents for all 43 key review steps for six
applications, and a targeted review of 9 steps for seven applications.

For the 13 applications we examined, we found 19 differences between
the actual reviews the LGP conducted and the applicable review process
steps established in LGP guidance. In most of these instances, according
to LGP officials, the LGP did not perform an applicable review step
because it had made changes intended to improve the process but had
not updated the program’s credit policies and procedures manual or other
guidance governing the review process.

The following describes the 19 differences we identified, along with the
LGP'’s explanations:
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« In six cases, the LGP did not obtain CRB approval prior to due
diligence, contrary to the March 2009 version of its credit policies and
procedures manual. This version states that CRB approval is an
important internal check to ensure only the most promising projects
proceed to due diligence. LGP officials explained that this step was
not necessary for these applications because the CRB had verbally
delegated to the LGP its authority to approve applications before
these projects proceeded to due diligence. However, LGP documents
indicate that CRB delegated approval authority after these projects
had proceeded to due diligence.?® According to an LGP official, the
delegation of authority was not retroactive.

» In seven cases, the LGP did not obtain final due diligence reports
from independent consultants prior to conditional commitment, as
required by its credit policies and procedures manual. Through their
reporting, these independent third parties provide key input to the
LGP’s loan underwriting and credit subsidy analyses in technical,
legal, and other areas such as marketing, as necessary. LGP officials
said that it was a preferable practice to proceed to conditional
commitment with drafts of these reports and obtain a final report just
prior to closing. They said this practice helps the LGP reduce financial
risk, since it allows the LGP to base its decision to close the loan
guarantee on final reports rather than reports completed 1 to several
months earlier. An LGP official explained that this part of the review
process had evolved to meet the program'’s needs, but that these
changes were not yet reflected in the manual. However, the LGP does
not appear to have implemented this change consistently. Specifically,
over the course of several months in 2009 and 2010, the LGP
alternated between the old and the new process concerning final due
diligence reports from independent consultants. In commenting on a
draft of this report, LGP officials said that in all cases they received
final independent consuitant reports before the closing of the loan
guarantees. Because the LGP’s policies and procedures manual at
the time required final reports at the conditional commitment stage,
we reviewed the reports available at conditional commitment and did
not review whether LGP received final reports before closing.

%The documents LGP provided for this step indicated that the CRB decision to delegate
its authority occurred on June 25, 2009. The projects in question proceeded to due
diligence in May 2009.
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« Inthree cases, the LGP conditionally committed to a loan guarantee
before OMB had completed its informal review of the LGP’s credit
subsidy cost estimate. According to the credit policies and procedures
manual, OMB should be notified each time the LGP estimates the
credit subsidy cost range, and informal discussions between OMB
and LGP should ensue about the LGP estimate. This cost is to be
paid by the borrower for all section 1703 projects to date and by the
federal government for section 1705 projects. LGP officials explained
that, in two of these cases, the LGP had provided OMB with their
credit subsidy estimates, but that OMB had not completed its review
because there were unresolved issues with the LGP estimates. LGP
officials did not provide an explanation for the third case. Contrary to
the manual, LGP officials said that OMB's informal review of the credit
subsidy estimates for these applications was not a necessary
prerequisite to conditional commitment because the actual credit
subsidy cost is calculated just prior to closing and is formally approved
by OMB. Furthermore, under section 1705, the government rather
than the borrower, was to pay credit subsidy costs. Accordingly, the
LGP used these credit subsidy estimates for internal planning
purposes rather than for calculating a fee to the applicant. In contrast,
the LGP completed OMB's informal review prior to conditionally
committing to at least three of the other loan guarantees we
reviewed—including one section 1705 project—and thus the LGP did
not perform this step consistently across all projects. In its October
2011 update of its credit policies and procedures manual, the LGP
retained the requirement that OMB review the LGP’s credit subsidy
cost estimate prior to conditional commitment. Further, the updated
guidance added that formal discussions with OMB may be required
each time OMB reviews LGP’s credit subsidy cost estimate and
should result with their approval.

In two cases, the LGP did not complete its required background check
for project participants. The documents provided indicate that LGP did
not determine whether the applicants had any delinquent federal debt
prior to conditional commitment. In one of these cases, LGP officials
said that the delinquent federal debt check was completed after
conditional commitment. In the other case, the documents indicate
that the sponsor did not provide a statement on delinquent debt, and
LGP officials confirmed that LGP did not perform the delinquent debt
check prior to conditional commitment.

« Inone case, the LGP did not collect the full fee from an applicant at

conditional commitment as required by the EERE 08 solicitation.
According to a LGP official, the LGP changed its policy to require 20
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percent of this fee at conditional commitment instead of the full fee
specified in the solicitation, in response to applicant feedback. This
official said the policy change was documented in the EERE 09
solicitation, which was published on July 29, 2009. However, this
particular application moved to conditional commitment on July 10,
2009, prior to the formal policy change.

As outlined in these cases, the LGP departed from its established
procedures because, in part, the procedures had not been updated to
reflect all current review practices. The version of the manual in use at the
time of GAO's review was dated March 5, 2009, even though the manual
states that it was meant to be updated at least on an annual basis and
more frequently if needed. The LGP issued its first update of its credit
policies and procedures manual on October 6, 2011,% even though the
2009 manual states that it was meant to be updated at least annually and
more frequently if needed. We reviewed the revised manual and found
that the revisions addressed many of the differences that we identified
between the LGP's established and actual review processes. The revised
manual also states that LGP analyses should be properly documented
and stored in the new LGP electronic records management system.
However, the revised guidance applies to loan guarantee applications
processed after October 6, 2011, but not to the 13 applications we
reviewed or to any of the 30 loan guarantees the LGP has closed to date.

The LGP Did Not Always
Fully Document
Review Steps

In addition to the differences between the actual and established review
processes, in another 18 cases, we could not determine whether the LGP
had performed a given review step. In some of these cases, the
documentation did not demonstrate that the LGP had applied the required
criteria. In other cases, the documentation the LGP provided did not show
that the step had been performed. The following discusses these cases:

» Inone case, we could not determine whether LGP guidance calls for
separate part | and part |l technical reviews for a nuclear front-end
application or allows for a combined part | and part Il technical review.
The LGP performed a combined part | and part |l technical review.

77y.s. Department of Energy, Credit Policies and Procedures Manual for Implementing
Title XVII of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, Revised, Loan Programs Office (Washington,
D.C.: Oct. 6, 2011).
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« In eight cases, we could not determine the extent to which the LGP
applied the required criteria for ranking applications to the EERE 08
solicitation. The LGP’s guidance for this solicitation requires this step
to identify “early mover” projects for expedited due diligence. The LGP
expedited four such applications but the documentation neither
demonstrated how the LGP used the required criteria to select
applications to expedite nor why other applications were not selected.

» Inone case, we could not determine whether the LGP completed its
required background check for project participants. The documents
provided indicated there were unresolved questions involving one
participant’s involvement in a $17 billion bankruptcy and another’s
pending civil suit.

« In one case, we could not determine whether the LGP had received a
draft or final marketing report prior to conditional commitment in
accordance with its guidance. The LGP provided a copy of the report
prepared before closing but did not provide reports prepared before
conditional commitment.

« Inseven cases, LGP either did not provide documents supporting
OMB's completion of its informal review of the LGP's estimated credit
subsidy range before conditional commitment, or the documentation
the LGP provided was inconclusive.

We also found 82 additional documentation deficiencies in the 13
applications we reviewed. For example, in some cases, there were no
dates or authors on the LGP documents. The documentation deficiencies
make it difficult to determine, for example, whether steps occurred in the
correct order or were executed by the appropriate official. The review
stage with the fewest documentation deficiencies was conditional
commitment to closing, when 1 of the 82 deficiencies occurred. Table 6
shows the instances of deficient documentation that we identified.

Page 27 GA0-12-157 DOE Loan Guarantees



Case 1:13-cv-00037-KBJ Document 23-4 Filed 07/30/13 Page 82 of 128

Table 6: Documentation Deficiencies Identified During 13 Application Reviews

Missing final Inconsistent with
Missing Missing title or other  versionora Missing Missing data other project
Review phase author identification signature date or analysis documents
Intake 15 6 2 17 8 1
Due diligence 12 0 6 6 5 3
Conditional
commitment to closing 0] 0 0] 0 0
Total 27 6 8 23 13 5

Source GAO analysis of LGP documentation supporting its application reviews.

Note: These deficiencies represent our review of LGP documents for all 43 review steps for six
applications and a targeted review of 9 steps for seven applications.

During our review, the LGP did not have a central paper or electronic file
containing all the documents supporting the key review steps we
identified as being part of the review process. Instead, these documents
were stored separately by various LGP staff and contractors in paper files
and various electronic storage media. As a result, the documents were
neither readily available for us to examine, nor could the LGP provide us
with complete documentation in a timely manner. For example, we
requested documents supporting the LGP’s review for six applicants in
January 2011. For one of the applications, we did not receive any of the
requested documents supporting the LGP’s intake application reviews
until April 2011. Furthermore, for some of the review steps, we did not
receive documents responsive to our request until November 2011 and,
as we discussed earlier, in 18 cases we did not receive sufficient
documentation to determine whether the LGP performed a given review
step. Federal regulations and guidance from Treasury and OMB provide
that maintaining adequate and proper records of agency activities is
essential to accountability in the management of public resources and the
protection of the legal and financial rights of the government and the
public.?® Furthermore, under the federal standards for internal control,
agencies are to clearly document internal control, and the documentation
is to be readily available for examination in paper or electronic form.

2836 C.F.R. § 1222.22; U.S. Department of the Treasury, Managing Federal Receivables
A Guide for Managing Loans and Administrative Debt, Financial Management Service
(Washington, D.C.: 2005) and OMB Circular A-130.
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Moreover, the standards state that all documentation and records should
be properly managed and maintained.?

As stated above, the LGP recognized the need for a recordkeeping
system to properly manage and maintain documentation supporting
project reviews. In March 2011, the LGP adopted a new records
management system called “iPortal” to electronically store documents
related to each loan application and issued guidance for using this
system. As of November 1, 2011, LGP officials told us that the system
was populated with data or records relevant to conditionally committed
and closed loan guarantees and that they plan to fully populate it with
documentation of the remaining applications in a few months. The LGP
was able to provide us with some additional documents from its new
system in response to an early draft of this report, but the LGP did not
provide additional documentation sufficient to respond to all of the issues
we identified. Accordingly, other oversight efforts may encounter similar
problems with documentation despite the new system.

Differences Between the
Actual and Established
Processes and Incomplete
Documentation May

Pose Risks

It is too early in the loan guarantees’ terms to assess whether skipping or
poorly documenting review steps will result in problems with the
guarantees or the program. However, we and the DOE Inspector General
have reported that omitting or poorly documenting review steps may lead
to a risk of default or other serious consequences. Skipping or poorly
documenting steps of the process during intake can lead to several
problems. First, it reduces the LGP’s assurance that it has treated
applications consistently and equitably. This, in turn, raises the risk that
the LGP will not select the projects most likely to meet its goals, which
include deploying new energy technologies and ensuring a reasonable
prospect of repayment. In July 2010, we reported that the inconsistent
treatment of applicants to the LGP could also undermine public
confidence in the legitimacy of the LGP’s decisions. Furthermore, DOE's
Inspector General reported in March 2011 that incomplete records may
impede the LGP’s ability to ensure consistency in the administration of

29GA0/AIMD-00-21.3 states in part that internal control and all transactions and other
significant events need to be clearly documented, and the documentation should be
readily available for examination. OMB Circular A-130, Management of Federal
Information Resources requires agencies to ensure that records management adequately
document agency activities and ensure access to the records regardless of form or
medium,
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Conclusions

the program, make informed decisions, and provide information to
Congress, OMB, and other oversight bodies.?® The Inspector General
also stated that, in the event of legal action related to an application, poor
documentation of the LGP’s decisions may hurt its ability to prove that it
applied its procedures consistently and treated applicants equitably.
Moreover, incomplete records may leave DOE open to criticism that it
exposed taxpayers to unacceptable financial risks.

Differences between the actual and established review processes that
occur during or after due diligence may also lead to serious
consequences. These stages of the review process were established to
help the LGP identify and mitigate risks. Omitting or poorly documenting
its decisions during these stages may affect the LGP'’s ability to fully
assess and communicate the technical, financial, and other risks
associated with projects. This could lead the program to issue guarantees
to projects that pose an unacceptable risk of default. Complete and
thorough documentation of decisions would further enable DOE to
monitor the loan guarantees as projects are developed and implemented.
Furthermore, without consistent documentation, the LGP may not be able
to fully measure its performance and identify any weaknesses in its
implementation of internal procedures.

Through the over $30 billion in loan guarantees and loan guarantee
commitments for new and commercial energy technologies that DOE has
made to date, the agency has set in motion a substantial federal effort to
promote energy technology innovation and create jobs. DOE has also
demonstrated its ability to make section 1705 of the program functional by
closing on 30 loan guarantees. It has also improved the speed at which it
was able to move section 1705 applications through its review process.
To date, DOE has committed to six loan guarantees under section 1703
of the program, but it has not closed any section 1703 loan guarantees or
otherwise demonstrated that the program is fully functional. Many of the
section 1703 applications have been in process since 2008 or before. As
DOE continues to implement section 1703 of the LGP, it is even more
important that it fully implement a consolidated system for overseeing the
application review process and that LGP adhere to its review process and

%0y.s. Department of Energy, Office of Inspector General, Audit Report: The Department
of Energy’'s Loan Guarantee Program for Clean Energy Technologies, DOE/IG-0849
(Washington, D.C.: Mar. 3, 2011).
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document decisions made under updated policies and procedures. It is
noteworthy that the process LGP developed for performing due diligence
on loan guarantee applications may equal or exceed those used by
private lenders to assess and mitigate project risks. However, DOE does
not have a consolidated system for documenting and tracking its progress
in reviewing applications fully implemented at this time. As a result, DOE
may not readily access the information needed to manage the program
effectively and to help ensure accountability for federal resources. Proper
recordkeeping and documentation of program actions is essential to
effective program management. The absence of such documentation may
have prevented LGP managers, DOE, and Congress from having access
to the timely and accurate information on applications necessary to
manage the program, mitigate risk, report progress, and measure
program performance. DOE began to implement a new records
management system in 2011, and LGP staff stated that the new system
will enable them to determine the status of loan guarantee applications
and to document review decisions. However, the LGP has neither fully
populated the system with data or records on all applications it has
received nor its decisions on them. Nor has DOE committed to a
timetable to complete the implementation of the new records
management system. Until the system has been fully implemented, it is
unclear whether the system will enable the LGP to both track applications
and adequately document its review decisions.

In addition, DOE did not always follow its own process for reviewing
applications and documenting its analysis and decisions, potentially
increasing the taxpayer's exposure to financial risk from an applicant’s
default. DOE has not promptly updated its credit policies and procedures
manual to reflect its changes in program practices, which has resulted in
inconsistent application of those policies and procedures. It also has not
completely documented its analysis and decisions made during reviews,
which may undermine applicants’ and the public’s confidence in the
legitimacy of its decisions. Furthermore, the absence of adequate
documentation may make it difficult for DOE to defend its decisions on
loan guarantees as sound and fair if it is questioned about the justification
for and equity of those decisions. DOE has recently updated its credit
policies and procedures manual, which, if followed and kept up to date,
should help the agency address this issue.

Page 31 GAO-12-157 DOE Loan Guarantees



Case 1:13-cv-00037-KBJ Document 23-4 Filed 07/30/13 Page 86 of 128

Recommendations for
Executive Action

Agency Comments
and Our Evaluation

To better ensure that LGP managers, DOE, and Congress have access
to timely and accurate information on applications and reviews necessary
to manage the program effectively and to mitigate risks, we recommend
that the Secretary of Energy direct the Executive Director of the Loan
Programs Office to take the following three actions:

« Commit to a timetable to fully implement a consolidated system that
enables the tracking of the status of applications and that measures
overall program performance.

o Ensure that the new records management system contains
documents supporting past decisions, as well as those in the future.

o Regularly update the LGP’s credit policies and procedures manual to
reflect current program practices to help ensure consistent treatment
for applications to the program.

We provided a copy of our draft report to DOE for review and comment.
In written comments signed by the Acting Executive Director of the Loan
Programs Office, it was unclear whether DOE generally agreed with our
recommendations. The Acting Executive Director stated subsequently to
the comment letter that DOE disagreed with the first recommendation and
agreed with second and third recommendations. In its written comments,
DOE also provided technical and editorial comments, which were
incorporated as appropriate. DOE’s comments and our responses to
specific points can be found in appendix |V of this report.

Concerning our first recommendation that LGP commit to a timetable to
fully implement a consolidated system that enables the tracking of the
status of applications and that measures overall program performance, in
its written comments, DOE states that the LGP believes that it is
important that our report distinguish between application tracking and
records management. We believe we have adequately distinguished the
need for application tracking and management of documentation. These
are addressed in separate sections of our report and in separate
recommendations. DOE also states that LGP has placed a high priority
on records management and is currently implementing a consolidated
state-of-the-art records management system. In the statement
subsequent to DOE'’s written comments, the Acting Executive Director
stated the office did not agree to a hard timetable for implementing our
first recommendation. As stated in the report draft, under federal internal
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control standards, agencies are to employ control activities, such as
accurately and promptly recording transactions and events to maintain
their relevance and value to management on controlling operations and
making decisions. Because LGP had to manually assemble the
application status information we needed for this review, and because this
process took over 3 months to accomplish, we continue to believe DOE
should develop a consolidated system that enables the tracking of the
status of applications and that measures overall program performance.
This type of information will help LGP better manage the program and
respond to requests for information from Congress, auditors, or other
interested parties.

Concerning our second recommendation that LGP ensure that its new
records management system contains documents supporting past
decisions as well as those in the future, subsequent to DOE's written
comments, the Acting Executive Director stated that DOE agreed.

Concerning our third recommendation that LGP regularly update the
credit policies and procedures manual to reflect current program
practices, subsequent to DOE's written comments, the Acting Executive
Director stated that DOE agreed.

We are sending copies of this report to the appropriate congressional
committees, the Secretary of Energy, and other interested parties. In
addition, this report also is available at no charge on the GAO website at
http://www.gao.gov.

If you or your staff members have any questions about this report, please
contact me at (202) 512-3841 or ruscof@gao.gov. Contact points for our
Offices of Congressional Relations and Public Affairs may be found on
the last page of this report. GAO staff that made major contributions to
this report are listed in appendix V.

Dt Mswr—

Frank Rusco
Director, Natural Resources and Environment

Page 33 GAO-12-157 DOE Loan Guarantees



Case 1:13-cv-00037-KBJ Document 23-4 Filed 07/30/13 Page 88 of 128

Appendix I: Objectives, Scope, and
Methodology

This appendix details the methods we used to examine the Department of
Energy’'s (DOE) Loan Guarantee Program (LGP). We have reported four
times and testified three times on this program, including two previous
reports in response to the mandate in the 2007 Revised Continuing
Appropriations Resolution to review DOE's execution of the LGP and to
report our findings to the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations. (See Related GAO Products.) Because of questions
regarding inconsistent treatment of applications raised by the most recent
report in this mandated series,’ this report, also in response to the
mandate, assesses (1) the status of the applications to the LGP’s nine
solicitations and (2) the extent to which the LGP has adhered to its
process for reviewing applications for loans that the LGP has committed
to or closed.

To gather information on the program, we met with the LGP’s
management and staff from each of the program’s divisions involved with
the LGP’s review of loan guarantee applications from intake to closing. In
general, we reviewed the laws, regulations, policies and procedures
governing the program and pertinent agency documents, such as
solicitations announcing loan guarantee opportunities. e reviewed prior
GAO and DOE Inspector General reports performed under or related to
our mandate to audit the LGP. In addition, we gathered agency data and
documents on the loan guarantee applications in process, those that had
received a DOE commitment, and those that had been closed.

To determine the status of the applications to all nine of the solicitations
for our first objective, we explored the LGP's available sources to see
what data the program had compiled on the applications received and
their current status in the review process. Because the LGP did not have
comprehensive or complete application status data, we tailored a data
request to collect data on the status of all 460 applications to the
program. In consultation with agency officials, we prepared a data
collection form requesting basic information on the identity, authority,
amount requested, status, key milestone dates, and type of energy
technology for all of the applications to date. These data were to provide
a current snapshot of the program by solicitation and allow analysis of
various characteristics. To ease the data collection burden, we populated
the spreadsheets for each solicitation with the limited data from available

1GAO-10-627.
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Appendix I: Objectives, Scope, and
Methodology

sources. LGP staff or contractors familiar with each solicitation completed
the spreadsheets, and these spreadsheets were reviewed by managers
before they were forwarded to GAO. We assessed the reliability of the
data the LGP provided by reviewing these data, comparing them to other
sources, and following up repeatedly with the agency to clarify questions
and inconsistencies, and obtain missing data. This process enabled us to
develop up-to-date program-wide information on the status of
applications. This process resulted in data that were complete enough to
describe the status of the program. Once we collected these data, we
found them to be sufficiently reliable for our purposes. The LGP updated
its March 2011 applicant status data as of July 29, 2011, and we obtained
additional data on the conditional commitments and closings made by the
September 30, 2011, expiration of the section 1705 authority for loan
guarantees with a credit subsidy. To maintain consistency between the
application status data initially provided by the LGP and later data
updates, we use the terms application and project interchangeably,
although in some cases multiple applications were submitted for a single
project.

To assess the LGP'’s execution of its review process for our second
objective, we first analyzed the law, regulations, policies, procedures, and
published solicitations for the program and interviewed agency staff to
identify the criteria and the key review process steps for loan guarantees,
as well as the documents that supported the process. We provided a list
of the key review steps we identified to LGP officials, and incorporated
their feedback as appropriate. Based on the key review steps and
supporting documentation identified by LGP staff, we developed a data
collection instrument to analyze LGP documents and determine whether
the LGP followed its review process for the applications reviewed. Since
the LGP'’s review process varied across solicitations, we tailored the data
collection instrument to meet the needs of the individual solicitations. We
then selected a nonprobability sample of 6 applications from the 13 that
had received conditional commitments from DOE or had progressed to
closing by December 31, 2010, and had not applied under the Mixed
2006 solicitation, since the LGP’s review process was substantially
different for this solicitation and not directly comparable to later
solicitations.? We requested documentation for these 6 applications

2The three excluded Mixed 2006 applications were from Solyndra, Beacon Power, and
Sage Electrochromics, LLC. One of the 13 applications we reviewed was for a project with
multiple sponsors. In this instance, we only reviewed the application with the largest loan
guarantee amount request.
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Methodology

representing a range of solicitations and project types. We selected our
initial sample to represent each of the five solicitations where applications
had reached conditional commitment and different LGP investment
officers to reduce the burden on LGP staff. We requested the documents
supporting the LGP'’s review process from intake to closing and examined
them to determine whether the applicable review steps were carried out.
While we examined whether the applicable review steps were carried out,
we did not examine the content of the documents and the quality of work
supporting them. Where the documents were not clear about completion
of the process, showed potential differences from the review process, or
raised questions, we followed up with program officials to obtain an
explanation and, as applicable, documentation supporting the
explanation. On key questions where we identified differences from the
review process for the initial sample of 6, we conducted a targeted review
of documents for the 7 remaining applications that had reached
conditional commitment or closed prior to December 31, 2010, excluding
Mixed 2006 applicants. The six loan guarantee application files reviewed
in full and the seven files reviewed in part were a nongeneralizable
sample of applications.

To identify the initial universe of private lenders with experience financing
energy projects, we reviewed the list of financial institutions that had
submitted applications to the LGP under the Financial Institution
Partnership Program (FIPP) solicitation. We used these firms as a
starting point because of their knowledge about DOE’s program and
processes. To identify financial institutions involved in energy sector
project finance outside of FIPP, we searched or contacted industry
associations, industry conferences, and other industry groups in the same
energy sectors that LGP solicitations to date have targeted. We
interviewed seven private lenders identified through this process using a
set of standard questions and the outline of the DOE's review process to
gain insights on its comparability to the review process for underwriting
loans in the private sector.

We conducted this performance audit from September 2010 to February
2012 in accordance with generally accepted government auditing
standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain sufficient, appropriate evidence to provide a reasonable basis for
our findings and conclusions based on our audit objectives. We believe
that the evidence obtained provides a reasonable basis for our findings
and conclusions based on our audit objectives.
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Appendix II: Tables of Loan Guarantees
Conditionally Committed or Closed

The following tables provide basic details on the loan guarantee
applications that received a conditional commitment by September 30,
2011, or had proceeded to closing by that date. Table 7 lists applications
under section 1703 with conditional commitments. Table 8 lists section
1705-€ligible applications with conditional commitments that did not reach
closing by the expiration of the section 1705 authority on September 30,
2011. Table 9 lists the section 1705 applications with conditional
commitments that reached closing by the expiration of the section of the
1705 authority on September 30, 2011.

Table 7: Section 1703 Applications Reaching Conditional Commitment as of September 30, 2011, by Solicitation

Dollars in millions

Date conditional Guarantee

Solicitation Sponsor Name Technology commitment offered amount
Mixed, 8/8/06 SAGE SAGE Energy Efficiency 3/5/2010 $72
Electrochromics, LLC Electrochromics
EERE 08, 6/30/08 ADA-ES, inc. Red River Energy Efficiency 12/8/2009 245
Nuclear Front-End, 6/30/08 AREVA NC, inc. Eagle Rock Nuclear Front-End 5/20/2010 2,000
Enrichment Facility
Nuclear Power, 6/30/08 Georgia Power Vogtle 3&4 Nuclear 2/16/2010 3,460
Company Generation
Nuclear Power, 6/30/08 MEAG Vogtle 3&4 Nuclear 2/16/2010 1,809
Generation
Nuclear Power, 6/30/08 Oglethorpe Power Vogtle 3&4 Nuclear 2/16/2010 3,057
Corp. Generation
Total $10,643

Source GAO analysis of DOE data

Table 8: Section 1705-Eligible Applications Reaching Conditional Commitment as of September 30, 2011, by Solicitation

Dollars in millions

Date conditional Guarantee
Solicitation Sponsor Name Technology commitment offered amount
EERE 08, 6/30/08 Nordic Windpower,  Nordic Project Wind Manufacturing 7/2/2009 $16
Ltd.
EERE 09, 7/29/09 Solar Millennium, Blythe Solar Power Solar Generation 4/18/2011 2,105
LLC Project Plant
FIPP, 10/7/09 First Solar Topaz (CA) Solar Generation 6/30/2011 1,930
FIPP, 10/7/09 Multiple SolarStrong (USA) Solar Generation 9/8/2011 344
Total $4,395

Source GAO analysis of DOE data
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Table 9: Section 1705-Eligible Applications Reaching Closing as of September 30, 2011, By Solicitation

Dollars in millions

Date
conditional
commitment Date Guarantee
Solicitation Sponsor Name Technology offered closed amount
Mixed, 8/8/06 Beacon Power Corp. Beacon Power Transmission 71212009 8/6/2010 $43
Mixed, 8/8/06 BrightSource Energy, lvanpah 1 Solar Generation 2/22/2010 4/5/2011 520
Inc.
Mixed, 8/8/06 POET, LLC Project LIBERTY Biomass 7/7/12011 9/23/2011 105
Mixed, 8/8/06 Solyndra, Inc. Solyndra Fab 2, Solar 3/20/2009 9/4/2009 535
LLC Manufacturing
EERE 08, 6/30/08 Abengoa Solar, Inc.  Solana Project Solar Generation 71212010 12/20/2010 1,446
EERE 08, 6/30/08  Abound Solar, Inc. Abound Solar Solar 7/2/2010 12/9/2010 400
Manufacturing, LLC Manufacturing
EERE 08, 6/30/08  AES Energy Storage, Project Dyno Transmission 7/30/2010 12/22/2010 17
LLC
EERE 08, 6/30/08  BrightSouce Energy, lIvanpah 2 Solar Generation 2/22/2010 4/5/2011 551
Inc.
EERE 08, 6/30/08 BrightSouce Energy, ivanpah 3 Solar Generation 2/22/2010 4/5/2011 556
Inc.
EERE 08, 6/30/08  First Wind Energy, Kahuku Wind Wind Generation 2/18/2010 7/26/2010 117
LLC Power
EERE 08, 6/30/08  SoloPower, inc. SoloPower Solar 21712011 8/19/2011 197
Manufacturing Manufacturing
Facility
EERE 08, 6/30/08 U.S. Geothermal, Inc. Neal Hot Springs Geothermal 6/9/2010 2/23/2011 97
EERE 09, 7/29/09 1366 Technologies, Project Eagle Solar 6/17/2011 9/8/2011 150
inc. Maufacturing
EERE 09, 7/29/09 Abengoa Bioenergy = Abengoa Bioenergy Biomass 8/19/2011 9/29/2011 132
U.S. Holding Biomass of Kansas
EERE 09, 7/29/09  Abengoa Solar, Inc.  Mojave Solar Solar Generation 6/14/2011 9/23/2011 1,202
Project
EERE 09, 7/29/09  Cogentrix Solar Alamosa Solar Solar Generation 5/10/2011 9/9/2011 91
Services, LLC Generating Project
EERE 09, 7/29/09  Nextlight Renewable Antelope Valley Solar Generation 6/30/2011 9/30/2011 646
Energy, LLC Solar Ranch 1
EERE 09, 7/29/09  Nextlight Renewable Agua Caliente Solar Generation 1/20/2011 8/5/2011 967
Energy, LLC
EERE 09, 7/29/09  Sempra Generation = Mesquite Solar Solar Generation 6/15/2011 9/28/2011 337
Energy
EERE 09, 7/29/09  Solar Reserve, LLC  Tonopah Project Solar Generation 5/19/2011 9/28/2011 737
EERE 09, 7/29/09  Sunpower Corp. California Valley Solar Generation 4/12/2011 9/30/2011 1,237

Solar Ranch
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Dollars in millions

Date
conditional
commitment Date Guarantee
Solicitation Sponsor Name Technology offered closed amount
EERE 09, 7/29/09  Yale University Record Hill Wind Wind Generation 3/3/2011 8/15/2011 102
Transmission, LS Power Associates, Southwest Intertie  Transmission 10/19/2010 2/11/2011 343
7/29/09 LP Project (SWIP) -
South
FIPP, 10/7/09 Caithness Energy, Shepherds Flat Wind Generation 10/8/2010 12/16/2010 1,051
LLC (OR)
FIPP, 10/7/09 First Solar Desert Sun (CA) Solar Generation 6/30/2011 9/30/2011 1,169
FIPP, 10/7/09 Nevada Geothermal Blue Mountain (NV) Geothermal 6/15/2010 9/3/2010 79
Power Company
FIPP, 10/7/09 NextEra Genesis Solar (CA) Solar Generation 6/14/2011 8/26/2011 682
FIPP, 10/7/09 Noble Environmental Noble Granite (NH) Wind Generation 6/21/2011 9/23/2011 135
Power, LLC
FIPP, 10/7/09 Ormat Nevada, Inc.  Ormat (NV) Geothermal 6/9/2011 9/23/2011 280
FiPP, 10/7/09 Prosun Solar Project Amp (USA) Solar Generation 6/22/2011 9/30/2011 1,120

Development
Company, LLC

Total $15,044

Source GAO analysis of DOE data
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Appendix III: Key Tasks in the LGP’s Review
and Approval Process for Loan Guarantee

Applications

Table 10 provides basic details about key review tasks in LGP’s process
for reviewing and approving loan guarantee applications, as identified
from our review of relevant laws, regulations, LGP guidance, published
solicitations and interviews with LGP officials. These tasks formed the
basis for our examination of LGP files to determine if LGP followed its
review process for each of the 13 applications that had received
conditional commitments from DOE or had progressed to closing by
December 31, 2010, and had not applied under the Mixed 2006
solicitation.! Accordingly, the tasks listed below reflect LGP'’s review
process for the applications we reviewed and do not reflect LGP’s review
process for applicants to the Mixed 2006 solicitation, which was
substantially different and not directly comparable to later solicitations.
Additionally, since we found minor variations in LGP’s review process
across the solicitations, we have noted below which tasks are only
applicable under certain solicitations. If no exceptions are listed, then the
particular task is applicable across all the relevant solicitations.

Table 10: Key Review and Approval Tasks for Loan Guarantee Applications, by Review Stage

Review stage and task

Description

Intake

1. Collect part | application fee.

The first of three fees that LGP collects during the review process. LGP is required by
its authorizing legislation to charge and collect sufficient fees to cover the program’s
administrative costs.

2. Perform part | completeness check.

LGP reviews applications using a solicitation-specific checklist to document that the
application package is complete.

3. Perform innovation review (EERE 08
applicants).

LGP reviews applications to determine if the proposed project uses an innovative
energy technology, as required by the program’s authorizing legislation. For later
solicitations, this review was incorporated into the LGP's technical review.

4. Perform part | technical review (2008
Nuclear Power and Nuclear Front-End) or
commercial review (FIPP).

LGP analyzes the project's eligibility and responsiveness to statutory and program
requirements, such as the project's

« technical relevance against DOE requirements,
» technical approach and work plan, and
« environmental and technological benefits.

"The three excluded Mixed 2006 applications were from Solyndra, Beacon Power, and
Sage Electrochromics, LLC. One of the 13 applications we reviewed was for a project with
multiple sponsors. In this instance, we only reviewed the application with the largest loan
guarantee amount request.
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and Approval Process for Loan Guarantee
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Review stage and task

Description

5. Perform part | financial review (2008
Nuclear Power and Nuclear Front-End).

LGP analyzes

»  creditworthiness elements such as sponsor/management capabilities,
financial/business plans, and market factors; and

» programmatic elements such as (a) construction and start-up factors and (b) legal,
regulatory, and permitting factors.

6. Perform emissions review or lifecycle
analysis (EERE 08 and EERE 09
applicants).

Loan guarantee applications under the EERE 08 and EERE 09 solicitations must pass
an emissions analysis to meet the authorizing law’s greenhouse gas emissions goals.

7. Perform review for solicitation-specific
eligibility requirements.?

Depending on the solicitation, loan guarantee applications must meet certain
solicitation-specific eligibility requirements, related to

« certain project types,
«  certain technology categories, and
« construction commencement requirements for section 1705 projects.

8.a. Rank projects to identify “Early Movers”
(EERE 08 only).

LGP identifies the projects that present the fewest obstacles in moving forward to begin
the technical and financial review process first. The ranking factors are related to

« level of environmental review required under the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1970,

» financial structure,
« readiness to proceed, and

« offtake agreements if applicable (an agreement to buy all or a substantial part of
the output of an energy project).

8.b. Rank Projects and Identify Project
Strengths and Weaknesses as part of the
part | review (2008 Nuclear Power and
Nuclear Front-End).

The 2008 Nuclear Power and Front-End solicitations call for an early ranking of
projects. The ranking factors are related to

« the prospect of repayment,
-  strength of the project and sponsor, and
» regulatory status.

9. Notify applicants of intent to
proceed/invite part Il submissions

(part Il submissions exclude certain EERE
08 projects).

For solicitations with a one-part intake process, applicants are notified of LGP's intent to
proceed with its review. For solicitations with a two-part intake process, applicants are
notified they have qualified under part | and are invited to submit application materials
for part II.

10. Collect part Ii application fee.”

The second of three fees that LGP collects during the review process. LGP is required
by the authorizing legislation to charge and collect sufficient fees to cover the program'’s
administrative costs.

11. Perform part Il completeness check.

LGP reviews applications using a solicitation-specific checklist to document that the part
Il application package is complete.

12. Perform part |l technical review
(excludes FIPP).

LGP analyzes

« the project’s technical relevance against DOE requirements,
» track record and experience of applicant,

«  project work plan, and

« environmental benefits of project.
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Review stage and task

Description

13. Perform part Il financial review (excludes
FIPP).

LGP analyze

« creditworthiness elements such as sponsor/management capabilities,
financial/business plans, and market factors; and

« programmatic elements such as (a) construction and start-up factors and (b) legal,
regulatory, and permitting factors.

14. Perform an environmental critique and
synopsis.

LGP may prepare a publicly available environmental critique and synopsis to document
the consideration given to environmental factors and record that the relevant
environmental consequence of each alternative has been considered in its evaluation
and selection process.

15. Application screening/ranking sessions
for finalization of merit review scores for
selections to due diligence.

To focus limited loan guarantee funds on the best applicants, LGP evaluates and
competitively ranks all applications within each solicitation’s cohort. This ranking is the
basis for LGP's decision to invite applicants to due diligence.

16. DOE’s Credit Review Board (CRB)
approves projects recommended for due
diligence by LGP (only projects proceeding
to due diligence prior to 6/25/09).

DOE's CRB reviews LGP’s recommendations of projects for due diligence and
provides approval. The CRB delegated this authority to LGP on June 25, 2009, and
this task was phased out for applications proceeding to due diligence following this
decision.

17. Notify applicant of LGP's decision to
proceed into due diligence (excludes FIPP).

After clearing requirements of parts | and Il, the applicants are notified that they will
proceed into due diligence.

Due diligence

18. Evaluate financing plan and assess
financial viability.

To evaluate the project in detail, LGP will

« thoroughly review the uses and sources of funds;

- analyze adequacy, leverage, timing of funding;

« review terms/rights of funding source;

« assess the adequacy of proposed contingency/reserve funding;

« determine compliance with program requirements from the law, final regulations,
and the solicitation;

« assess the project's financial viability, with an emphasis on the applicant's ability
to repay the guaranteed portion of loan; and

« evaluate assumptions underlying projected revenues/expenses/likelihood
technical performance will be achieved.

19. Perform a review of applicant’s
management.

LGP performs certain checks (e.g., background check, credit check, IRS check) to
evaluate the key players for the loan guarantee applicant.

20. Evaluate project risks and identify risk
mitigants.

To evaluate the project's risks and potential mitigants, LGP will

. identify, assess, and estimate the impact of risks associated with the project;
« determine the types and magnitude of the risks associated with the project;
« determine the proper risk allocation among the parties; and

» determine the extent to which risks have been mitigated.

21. Perform a financial model analysis and
stress-test.

To evaluate the project’s financial model, LGP will
« verify the applicant’s calculations for its financial model, and

« quantify the impacts of risks by stress-testing the applicant's and LGP’s financial
models for changes in assumptions.
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Review stage and task Description

22. Assess strengths and weaknesses of
project participants.

LGP will examine the sponsor’s investment to date and financial/managerial
capability to implement the project as proposed, including

« the project sponsor’s track record in project development and the technology
used in the application,

- the project sponsor’s financial strength and resources,
« the strategic value of the project to the sponsor, and
« the experience of the project's management team.

23. Assess whether an environmental
assessment, environmental impact statement,
or categorical exclusion applies. (For FIPP
projects, this assessment step occurs during
intake.)

As required by the National Environmental Palicy Act of 1970 (NEPA), LGP reviews
the project and determines which environmental review process is necessary.

24. Prepare Environmental Assessment,
Environmental Impact Statement or
Categorical Exclusion.

25, Identify significant findings under other
applicable environmental laws.

Based on LGP's analysis under task 23, LGP prepares the appropriate documents,
which include a description of any significant findings under other applicable
environmental laws.

26. Receive independent engineering/technical
consultant report.

To determine the technical efficacy of the project, LGP or an independent
engineering firm, will thoroughly review the applicant's independent engineering
report, including consideration of factors such as environmental impact and
infrastructure requirements. This review also provides input for the risks and mitigants
section of the credit paper.

27. Receive independent legal analysis.

To review the project’s legal structure, LGP or an external firm will
- analyze draft legal agreements among project participants,

« analyze intellectual property rights of participants in the project to use the
proposed technology, and

«  provide input for the risks and mitigants section of the credit paper.

28. Receive independent marketing consultant
report (as applicable).

As necessary, LGP will consult with external marketing advisors to assess the
project’s market and off-take risk as part of the underwriting and credit analysis
process. This assessment should be supported by data, examples, and/or research
that substantiate the score assigned for each attribute.

29. Negotiate term sheet.

Based on its due diligence analysis and input from any external advisors, LGP
prepares a term sheet and negotiates its provisions with the applicant.

30. Calculate expected recovery rate.

LGP calculates the percentage of value the agency can expect to recover in the
event of default.

31. Prepare a credit approval package.

LGP assembles key documents describing the proposed loan guarantee agreement
and project for internal review. These include

- the credit paper providing an overview of the project and its attributes,

o available third-party input,

« draft term sheet,

« internal risk rating matrix,

« recovery rate notching matrix,

« compliance checklist, and

» presentation summarizing the transaction for internal and external review.
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Review stage and task Description

32. Credit committee reviews and approves
the credit approval package.

LGP management internal review and approval step.

33. Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
reviews LGP’s credit subsidy estimate.

OMB reviews LGP's calculation of the estimated credit subsidy cost range for the
project and provides informal approval. The credit subsidy cost is based on a formula
designed to determine the net present value of the estimated cost to the federal
government of guaranteeing the loan.

34. LGP consults with U.S. Treasury regarding
the commitment of Federal Financing Bank
funds.

The Department of the Treasury reviews the transaction.

35. DOE's CRB approves projects
recommended by LGP for conditional
commitment.

DOE leadership review and approval step.

Conditional commitment to closing

36. DOE offers applicant conditional
commitment for a loan guarantee and
applicant accepts.

DOE conditionally commits to issuing a loan guarantee agreement dependent upon
whether the conditions precedent laid out in the term sheet are met. Upon accepting
the offer, the applicant pays all or a portion of the second fee, depending on the
solicitation.

37. LGP prepares and negotiates definitive
financing documentation

LGP and external counsel prepare and negotiate the final financing terms and loan
guarantee agreement.

38. LGP receives final credit rating from a
rating agency via the applicant.

The applicant obtains and provides final credit rating to LGP.

39. LGP legal team circulates an action memo
to all relevant parties for concurrence and the
Secretary’s signature.

internal review and approval step that includes a crosswalk between the key terms
at the time of conditional commitment and the final closing terms, including any
material adverse differences.

40. OMB formally approves the final credit
subsidy cost.

OMB review and key decision step.

41. Outside counsel confirms that all
conditions precedent to the loan guarantee
agreement have been satisfied.

LGP asks outside counsel to verify that the applicant has met all of the terms agreed
to at conditional commitment as preconditions for LGP’s approval of the final loan
guarantee agreement.

42. DOE and applicant execute loan
agreement, and DOE issues guarantee.

The final loan guarantee documents are executed at closing and the loan is
considered closed once the agreements have been executed.

43. First funds disbursement.

At the time of or shortly after the loan guarantee's closing, the Federal Financing
Bank, or other lender, disburses the first payment of funds to the loan guarantee
recipient.

Sources: GAO analysis of DOE guidance, published solicitations, and relevant regulations

*According to LGP officials, this step is a component of the innovation and other eligibility reviews
rather than a separate step. However, we included it as a separate step in our list of key review tasks
since it was an important aspect of the process.

®As applicable, for solicitations where LGP established a two part application process for some or all
applicants (excludes stand-alone or manufacturing projects that applied under EERE 08).
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Appendix IV: Comments from the
Department of Energy

Note: GAO comments
supplementing those in
the report text appear at
the end of this appendix.

Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

FER P 3 2012

Mr. Frank Rusco

Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U.S. Government Accountability Office

441 G Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Mr. Rusco:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Government Accountability Office’s (GAO)
draft report on the Department of Energy’s (DOE or Department) Loan Guarantee Program
(LGP), Further Actions Are Needed to Improve Tracking und Review of Applications. A draft
statement of facts was provided to the Department for review on October 20, 2011, and a draft
report was sent on January 19, 2012.

As the GAO's report makes clear, commercial lenders interviewed by GAO have stated that
LGP’s underwriting and due diligence standards are as rigorous as, or more rigorous than,
those in the private sector. Specifically, GAO reports that:

> “According to private lenders we contacted who finance energy projects, the LGP’s
established review process is generally as stringent as or more stringent than those lenders’
own due diligence processes.”

> “Some lenders that sponsored applications under the FIPP [Financial Institution Partnership
Program] solicitation said that the LGP’s review process was more rigorous than their own.”

v

“Some private lenders we spoke with also noted that financing an innovative energy project
involves a certain amount of risk that cannot be eliminated.”

> “It is noteworthy that the process DOE developed for performing due diligence on loan
guarantee applications equals or exceeds those used by private lenders to assess and mitigate
project risks.”

As the GAO report also noted, as of September 30, 2011, the LGP had made $16.2 billion in loan
guarantees to 28 projects under Section 1705 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005. To put this in
context, in the approximately two and one-half years since the Section 1705 program was
authorized by Congress, the Department managed to build and continuously improve an
organization that has succeeded in making an unpreccdented level of clean energy
investments while maintaining standards that are as high or higher than major financial
institutions in the United States.

The LGP’s portfolio includes a broad range of clean energy technologies under Title XV11,
including two biomass projects, three geothermal power projects, 12 solar power generation
projects, four solar manufacturing projects, three transmission/storage projects and four wind
power generation projects.

The LGP has been recognized as an industry leader in the clean energy financing sector. 1n the
recently published Bloomberg New Energy Finance Clean Energy and Energy Smart
Technology League Tables, six of the “Asset Finance ~ Top 10 Deals” were LGP transactions,
and LGP’s loan guarantee support resulted in the Federal Financing Bank being ranked #1 in the

@ Printed with soy ink on recycled paper
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“Asset Finance — Lead Arrangers” category. The #1 ranking reflects more than $10 billion in
deal credit across 13 transactions.

While the GAO focused on recordkeeping within the loan program, the report should not be read
as a comprehensive evaluation of the LGP. The GAO report acknowledged: “We did not
evaluate the quality of the LGP’s analyses supporting the completion of these [review] steps.”
As a result, the GAO’s findings do not purport to assess the credit risks from the substantive
quality of the LGP’s underwriting of any transactions. DOE hopes that the GAO report makes
clear to readers that the scope of GAO’s review did not include an analysis of the merits and
creditworthiness of any DOE loan guarantees. As an independent review by outside experts of
the overall health of the loan program’s portfolio recently concluded, the LGP’s portfolio holds
significantly less risk than that anticipated by Congress in funding the programs.

With respect to the GAO’s findings on the LGP’s recordkeeping, we note the following:

See comment 1. > Most, if not all, of GAO’s findings relate to procedures that the LGP had in place in 2009 and
early 2010, rather than those in place during 2011 or 2012. The GAO acknowledged that its
review only covered six applications (and it collected more limited information for seven
projects) that had received conditional commitments or had closed by December 31, 2010,
and five of those applications had previously been the subject of a GAO report from July
2010.

» The GAO did not review any of the 23 projects that received conditional commitments in
2011, nor does it account for any of the organizational, procedural, transactional, and system
improvements the LGP has implemented during this period. The LGP continuously updates
its processes, practices, and procedures to adapt to applicable market conditions and prudent
industry standards.

v

Currently the LGP has a robust records management platform, and is in the process of
deploying a consolidated state-of-the-art business management system. In addition, the LGP
has designed, tested, and deployed a state-of-the art electronic portfolio management system.

See comment 2.

Enclosed please find the Department’s response to GAO's recommendations and separate
technical and factual comments on specific items in the draft report. While some of GAO’s
observations may have been valid in 2009 and early 2010, the LGP has since instituted many
processes and systems not mentioned in the report that have addressed these concerns. It is
therefore inappropriate to suggest that LGP oversight has in any way been ineffective without
first considering the extent and value of these established and on-going process and system
improvements.

See comment 3.

The LGP remains committed to promoting the objectives of the Title XVI1I program and will
continue to accelerate the commercial use of innovative technologies, contribute to economic
growth, and promote projects that yield long term environmental benefits, at the same time
maintaining program objectivity and protecting the interests of the American taxpayer.

Sin

erely,
_ ]
4 ...
avid G. Ffantz

Acting Executive/Director

Enclosures
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Appendix A

U.S. Department of Energy
GAO -12-157 — “Further Actions Are Needed to
Improve Tracking and Review of Applications”

Response to the GAO Recommendations

GAQ Recommendation: Commit to a timetable to fully implement a consolidated system that
enables the tracking of the status of applications and that measures overall program performance.

DOE Response: The LGP believes that it is important that the GAO report distinguish between
See comment 4. “project tracking” and “records management.” LGP has placed a high priority on records
management and is currently implementing a consolidated state-of-the-art records management
system. This system should be distinguished from the GAO’s concept of a consolidated “project
tracking” database across all LGP solicitations.

Each LGP solicitation is designed to provide unique application and project evaluation criteria.
The manufacturing or generation projects proposed under the various LGP solicitations cover a
wide range of nuclear energy, fossil fuels, renewable energy, and transmission technologies. The
Department utilizes a broad array of resources and expertise — scientific, engineering, financial,
cnvironmental and legal — to analyze these highly differentiated projects and technologies. To
track projects, the Loan Guarantee Origination Division (Origination) intake team maintains
separate spreadsheets for each solicitation containing core project information and the status of
cach application under consideration. Origination meets weekly to provide updates and discuss
developments on due diligence activities, which are then recorded in various DOE internal
reports. While the GAO report suggests that the LGP create a comprehensive “project tracking”
database across all solicitations, such a consolidated tracker is impractical for the highly varied
and specialized processes of the LGP.

To achieve its objectives, the LGP is organizing the voluminous records for cach project in its
records management system to distinguish the evaluation bases employed for various
technologies and is employing a continuous improvement management approach in its robust
records management and comprehensive project tracking to ensure that LGP staff can readily
access the historical and current information they need on a day-to-day basis and over time.

In addition to continuously refining and enhancing its existing records management platform, the
LGP is in the process of deploying a consolidated state-of-the-art business management system,
and has designed, tested, and deployed a state-of-the art electronic portfolio management system.

GAO Recommendation: Ensure that the new records management system contains documents
supporting past decisions as well as those in the future.

DOE Response: The LGP has designed, developed, and deployed a portfolio management
system which will interface with the records management platform and maintain on-going
reports on all conditionally committed and closed projects. This integration will ensure that
historical records are organized and maintained appropriately and on-going project status reports
are retained and updated.
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GAQ Recommendation: Regularly update the LGP’s credit policies and procedures manual to
reflect current program practices to help ensure consistent treatment for applications to the
program.

DOE Response: The LGP last updated its credit policies and procedures manual on October 6,
2011, and appreciates that GAO noted in its report that the updated manual addressed many of
the differences GAO identified between the LGP’s established and actual review processes. The
LGP is committed to further updating its credit policies and procedures manual as appropriate.
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GAO Comments

The following are GAO'’s comments on the Department of Energy's letter
dated February 23, 2012.

1.

We disagree with DOE’s assertion that our findings relate only to
procedures that LGP had in place in 2009 and early 2010. We
compared LGP's actual process to its established process for each of
the applications that reached closing or conditional commitment by
December 31, 2010. As we note in the report, LGP did not revise its
policies and procedures manual until October 2011, so the same
established procedures were in place for all of the applications that
closed by September 30, 2011. We did not review any of the
applications that were committed or closed during 2011 in depth, in
part because it took through November 2011 for LGP to respond to
our repeated requests for available documentation for the applications
closed or committed to through 2010. Our 2010 report on LGP (GAO-
10-627) and this report had information on five of the same
applications. We examined DOE'’s review process for these
applications in much more depth for this report than in the previous
one. We did take into account changes in LGP procedures, systems,
and other improvements as part of our review, as noted by the
references to LGP’s new records management system and its
updated policies and procedures manual. We also took into account
changes in LGP policies and procedures that affected the 13 files that
we reviewed, when LGP was able to document that these changes
had occurred.

As noted in the report, these systems were not fully implemented at
the time we were gathering data for our review and this is still the
case, according to DOE's written comments, dated February 23,
2012.

As stated above, we disagree with LGP’s statement that our findings
relate only to procedures that LGP had in place in 2009 and early
2010. As we note in the report, LGP did not revise its policies and
procedures manual until October 2011, so the same established
procedures were in place for all of the applications that closed by
September 30, 2011. The report describes LGP’s efforts to update its
documentation management and tracking systems and notes that
none of these were fully implemented at the time of our review.

DOE disagrees with the recommendation to implement an application
tracking system. However, as noted in our report and DOE’s
comments, LGP is in the process of implementing a consolidated
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state of the art business management system that DOE believes may
address this need. As we stated in the draft report, under federal
internal control standards, federal agencies are to employ control
activities, such as accurately and promptly recording transactions and
events to maintain their relevance and value to management on
controlling operations and making decisions. Because LGP had to
manually assemble the application status information we needed for
this review, and because this process took the program over three
months to accomplish, we continue to believe DOE should develop a
consolidated system that enables the tracking of the status of
applications and that measures overall program performance. This
type of information will help LGP better manage the program and
respond to requests for information from Congress, auditors, or other
interested parties.
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From: Silver, Jonathan

Sent: Friday, June 25,2010 12:42 PM (GMT)

To: '‘Tames C McCrea' I ENGcGcINING

Subject: RE: Meeting Schedule -- Treasury and Policy Issue Discussions

You better let him know that the WH wants to move Abound forward. Policy will have to wait unless they have
a specific policy problem with abound.

Jonathan Silver

Executive Director

Lean Programs

US Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.
i 2

From: James C McCrea
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2010 1:29 AM
To: Silver, Jonathan

Subject: FW: Meeting Schedule -- Treasury and Policy Issue Discussions

Jim

James C. McCrea
JAMES McCREA & ASSOCIATES LLC

Froim: McCrea, Jim

Sent: Thursday,_June 24, 2010 7:26 PM
To: jimmccread
Subject: FW: Meeting Schedule

From: [an Samuels
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2010 7:25:29 PM
To: McCrea, Jim

Cc: Frantz, David; Gary. Burner|j || | | JNIR Paula.Farrell_

Tudson Jafte] NN, )<<t Foster N
Subject: RE: Meeting Schedule

Aulto forwarded by a Rule

Jim -

Thank you for the email. I'd propose the following:

1. Scheduling the Abound briefing at a time and place that is convenient for Paula and
Gary.
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2. For the first 2@ minutes of that briefing, have you provide an introduction and briefly
walk through the following guidelines that were provided in regards to:
a. 1603
b. Those that were laid out on the second page of the tax equity guidelines provided
to the NEC working group
3. Discuss policy review process going torward, including laying out a timeline (that
includes discussions next week)}

I would note that we view the discussion of outstanding policy issues, outside of the
transaction review process, as a key part of our consultative role. Accordingly, we must
engage in a discussion on these important issues in the near term, and look forward to doing
s0.

Additionally, we are looking forward to receiving the one-pagers and the description of the
USG warrants.

Let me know if you have any questions or comments.

Thanks,
Ian

SENS TIVE / PRE-DECISIONAL

Jan Samusels

----- Original Message-----

From: McCrea, Jim [mailto:Jim.McCrea@Hq.Doe.Gov]
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2810 5:34 PM

To: Samuels, Ian

Cc: Frantz, David

Subject: Meeting Schedule

Ian -

In light of the transaction pressure under which we are all now operating as we discussed in
the call, Dave and I were thinking that it might make sense to do an Abound briefing tamorraw
afternoon and move the guideline discussion to next week. Would Treasury/FFB be available
for an Abound discussion any time from 1:38 on tomorrow?

Given the sensitivities, I am just sending this to you.

Jim

James C. McCrea

Senior Credit Advisor
Loan Programs

U.S. Department of Energy
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From: James C McCrez I EENENNEGEGNGGGEEN

Sent: Thursday, September 9, 2010 1:18 AM (GMT)
To: 'boakley @ NG
Subject: Shepherds Flat

Could not get Doug and Dave te agree to go to OMB tomorrow without Roger and Lew Robertson
since they were only available by phone. | told them that if we tried to push OMB to deliver to support
a CRB, this unwillingness would be thrown back at us. Still could not budge them. No real sense of
urgency. Preity amazing. Jonathan was a bit unhappy that we did not go on Thurs but understands

exactly why.
Pressure is on real heavy on SF due to interest from VP.

Also, remind me to tell you about Treasury when we talk. Changes over there that are helpful,

Jim

James C. McCrea
JAMES McCREA & ASSOCIATES LLC

Ji_00087515
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From: James C McCrea I NN

Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2010 10:14 PM (GMT)
To: 'Fridell, Monique'

'Heimert, Kimberly'

, 'Duong, Hai'
; 'Sandra Claghorn'

Subject: RE: late breaking news

Monique --

I absolutely love the expression "pineapple” as it is so fitting. Ihave been trying for days to identify the objects surronnding e and [
could not think of the name. Now I know!Il See you on the other one as well.

Jim

James C. McCrea
JAMES McCREA & ASSOCIATES LLC

--—Original Message-—--
From: Eridell, Monique [

Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2010 5:55 PM

To: Heimert, Kimberly; Duong, Hai, john.ashbume@-; 'Sandra Claghorn'
Cc: Jim McCrea

Subject: lale breaking news

‘Team,

As of this afiernoon, DOE has made political commilment to get Unistar through approval process by 6/15. This means I'll have to
dedicate myself pretly much entirely to that deal to meet interim and final milestone. I will need your Lelp in assuming most of the
responsibilily to get FW through closing OMB process. Hai and John, T will need you to help out Kimberly and Sandy in every
financial way possible. Please kecp me in the loop but basically I cannol do much at all for the next few weeks,

Sorry to leave you with this "pineapple"” (expression in Brazil for a prickly problem)
Mouique

JM_00076831
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From: James C McCrea—

Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2010 5:31 PM (GMT)

To: 'Fridell, Monique' . "Paul Ameer'
- 'reneesass@='; ‘StewartTulic @ | EGTR;
‘boakley @ NG

Ce: - 'Frantz, David' NG

Subject: UniStar Schedule

Just came down from the Secretary’s office. He is adamant that this transaction is going to OMB by the end of
day Fri if not sooner. Not a way to do things but a direct order.

Jim

James C. McCrea
JAMES McCREA & ASSOCIATES LLC

JM_00076530
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From: James C McCre2 [N

Sent: Saturday, December 5, 2009 334 AM (GMT)
To: ‘barbiar

Subject: Next Week and Please Cail

Paul —

What a day. Memo got done and went upstairs. There is other significant news from here today so we definitely
need to talk over the weekend.

I am on an 8am flight down on Mon morming given everything that is going on. Roger is likely on the same flight
You can make a decision once we talk.

The following is text from an e-mail | sent Kelly this evening that | thought that you might want to think about given
the BrightSource events today.
The situation may be volatile. | knew that Reid was having senous issues as | keep an eye on the poiitical
situation nationally in spite of generally not talking about it. | was doing my normal daily check on things
and not loaking for Reid when | found the following posted today:

Senate Majority Leader is already facing an uphill climb as he attempts force healith care reform
through an irascible Senate in Washingion. But a new poll shows that fight couid be nothing
compared {6 whai he faces back home in Nevada. In a new Mason-Dixon poll of Nevada voters out
today, Reid has jusl a 38% approval rating -- and is losing in a hypothetical malchup with both of the
leading contenders for the Republican nomination.

It's not news that Reid is facing a tough reslection battle. But the new poll today shows he's made
very little progress in regaining the trust of his constituents after weeks of trying.

The August Mason-Dixon poll, out in August, showed him with a 37% approval rating. In response to
numbers like that, Reid launched what the Las Vegas Review-Joumal called a "promotional
bembardment” featuring TV ads and other outreach. That effort appears tc have not done the job

That may put recent events in a different perspective, both in terms of how Reid will handle this as well as
how the WH might respend to him given the circumstances and their respective agendas.

There may be larger considerations. However, if those truly come into play, there may be an ability 1o move
several transactions with political issues simultanecusly, allowing LGPO to finish the year with a trifectal

Since this is not gaing into the DOE, and just to be clear, the translation is: Reid may be desperate. WH may want
to help. Short tarm considerations may be more important than longer term considerations and what’s a billion
anyhow? I[f it has o go down that way anyhow, maybe AREVA can be moved at the same time allowing for a
trifecta including Vogtle and allowing for a dramatic advancement of the cause of getting on the boards.

| ended up at the Embassy Suites again for Fri night. | am northbaund on the 9am Acela Saturday moming to
Stamford. | am up tanight until about 11:30. Talk whenever.

Jim

James C. McCrea
JAMES McCREA & ASSOCIATES LLC

Ji_00123362
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From: James C McCrea—

Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2010 6:24 PM (GMT)

To: ‘Julie Stevart' | . - << [N

Subject: RE: UniStar

Don't really know what all this will mean other than life will be crazy. Have to wait for the dust to settls a little
bit.

Jim

James C. McCrea
JAMES McCREA & ASSOCIATES LLC

From: Jutie Stewart [

Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2010 2:22 PM
To: James C McCrea; 'Renee Sass'
Subject: Re: UniStar

- Thanks for the heads’ up.... with this acceleration will AES stay on the same schedule as outlined earlier?

Julie Stewart

Stewart Energy Consultants LL

DISCLAIMER 'This transmission contains information that may be confidential, 1t is inlonded for the numed addresses only, Unloss you ars the numed addressee you may not
capy or use it or disclosc it to anyono clse,
We cannot accept any linbility for any loss or damage sustained as a result of software virnses and would advise that you earry out your own virus checks before opening any

altachment.

At 02:01 PM 5/25/2010, James C McCrea wrote:

Gas pedal on this transaction just got tromped upon. 7% floor has decided mid June CRB. Not sure what that
means nor do I think it will get through, even on the 7 floor. It has fallen to me to tell Monique and I am
looking for her now but she is in a meeting. More details as this develops. However there has been a

commitment from S1 to Steny Hoyer on this. Nothing like over committing and under delivering. Close hold
for now but you needed to know.

Jim

James C. McCrea
JAMES McCREA & ASSOCIATES LI.C

JM_00076849
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From: John Woolard

Sent: Mber 11,2010 2:37 AM
To: hg.doe.gov' .

Cc: Kris Courtney

Subject: 2e: tomorrow morning

From: Silver, Jonathan hg.dge.gov>
To: John Woolard

Cc: Kris Courtnay

Sent: Wed Nov 10 18:17:51 2010

Subject: Re: tomorrow morning

You may not have gotten my other email.
Address is ﬁin Georgetown.
Came anytime. Guest bedroom is ready.

I'll be back from my breakfast at 9:30.
Jonathan Silver

Executive Director

Loan Programs
U.S. Department of Energy

From: Jonn Woolard -

To: Silver, Jonathan

cc: krs Courtne <[
Sent: Wed Nov 10 21:13:05 201

Subject: tomorrow morning

lonathan — Thanks for offering to meet at your house tomorrow morning. It looks like | land at Dulles at 7:20am ~ can
you please send your address or let me know if it works out better for me to just land and grab a hotel for run/shower
and meet later?

I truly appreciate your offer, and am fine either way. My “pre-meeting” is at 11:30 at the Hay Adams hotel, Regards,
lohn

John Woolard / President, CEO / Brightsource Enerzy / N
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Obama Fundraisers Tied to Green Firms That Got Federal Cash

By MATTHEW MOSK and RONNIE GREENE ABC NEWS and iWATCH NEWS
Sept. 29, 2011 — abcnews.go.com

abcnews.go.com

@NEWS '‘Bundler’ Steve Spinner Worked for Energy Dept. As It Dispensed Millions

Several of Barack Obama's top campaign supporters went from soliciting political contributions to working from
within the Energy Department as it showered billions in taxpayer-backed stimulus money on alternative energy
firms, ABC News and iWatch News have learned.

One of them was Steven J. Spinner, a high-tech consultant and energy investor who raised at least $500,000 for the
candidate. He became one of Energy Secretary Steven Chu's key loan program advisors while his wife's law firm
represented a number of companies that had applied for loans.

Recovery Act records show Allison Spinner's law firm, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, received $2.4 million
in federal funds for legal fees related to the $535 million Energy Department loan guarantee to Solyndra, a solar
company whose financial meltdown has prompted multiple investigations. She pledged to take no portion of the
money and did not work on the loan applications.

As House Republicans step up their probe of the Obama administration's green-energy loan program in the wake
of Solyndra's bankruptcy, a key focus -- and open question -- is whether the president's political supporters had
any hand in influencing which companies received the taxpayer support.

"There is great concern over political influence contaminating the DOE loan guarantee program," said Rep. Cliff
Stearns (R-Fla), who chairs the House Energy and Commerce Committee's Oversight and Investigations
Subcommittee. "The prevalence of fundraisers and bundlers scattered throughout DOE is cause for alarm and is a
subject our investigation does not take lightly -- we are looking into this and will see where it leads us."

The administration has repeatedly said that politics has played no role in deciding which companies received
federal loans.

Spinner declined requests to be interviewed. But representatives for Spinner, his wife, and for the Energy
Department all told ABC News and iWatch News that Spinner and his wife took elaborate steps to avoid conflicts
between his government work and her legal work. Spinner obtained a waiver that promised he would not work on
cases involving clients of his wife's firm. And she pledged not to take proceeds from her firm's work with
companies that had applied for loans.

Damien LaVera, an Energy Department spokesman, described Spinner as someone who had "no role" in
evaluating loan applications or selecting recipients.

Spinner described his job differently. He wrote in an online bio for the Center for American Progress, the
left-leaning think tank he joined after leaving the administration, that he "helped oversee the more than $100
billion of loan guarantee and direct lending authority" for the department's green-energy loan program. And in a
speech at a "Green Tech" conference in June 2010, Spinner described how he "worked very, very closely with all
the various organizations, the various offices, in trying to streamline operations and ... move the funding
opportunity announcements out, get the solicitations out on the street."
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"What the Secretary really cared about was he wanted us to get the money out fast, he wanted us to pick and select
fantastic projects," Spinner said.
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play a role at the Energy Department. California venture capitalist Steve Westly, who
raised more than $500,000 for Obama, had Secretary Chu's ear on green energy issues as a member of a high-level
volunteer advisory panel. Mackey Dykes, who was a finance manager for the Obama campaign, was hired to be
the liaison between the Energy Department and White House. Each declined interview requests.
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Obama's political supporters were also investors in companies that had applied for loans. Westly has held stakes in
at least five companies that have won DOE support. Oklahoma billionaire George Kaiser, another Obama bundler,
was the biggest private backer of Solyndra. Westly, Spinner and the CEO of Allison Spinner's law firm, John V.
Roos, (now Obama's ambassador to Japan), each raised more than $500,000 for Obama's 2008 campaign.

Watchdog: Unusual for Donor To Get Federal Loan Job

While it is common for presidents to reward top donors with ambassadorships or other political posts, the Sunlight
Foundation's Bill Allison said it is unusual to see a major donor such as Spinner given a position inside a relatively
obscure government loan program.

"For an administration that won't hire lobbyists to be hiring fundraisers for that role, that seems to be a bit of a
contradiction,” Allison said. "Obviously you want to keep all people who are involved in political influence out of
positions of responsibility." As a presidential candidate, Obama had said lobbyists "won't find a job in my White
House," but then dialed that back to "won't dominate [my White House]."

The Energy Department said Spinner brought experience working with startup companies -- the type of firms
lining up for green-energy funding intended to aid the environment and economy.

"Spinner is a Harvard MBA and an experienced business executive with more than 15 years advising innovative
start-up companies in the technology, media and retail industries. He advised over 50 start-up companies over the
last 10 years," DOE's LaVera wrote.

Both Spinner and Westly were among a California contingent of green-energy executives who put their money,
and energy, behind Obama.

When President Obama won the White House in 2008, Spinner was one of several Silicon Valley executives to
help vault him to victory. Spinner was one of just 52 fundraisers to raise more than half a million dollars for the
president. He served the Obama-Biden Presidential Transition Team, focused on technology innovation and
government reform.
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In February 2009, San Francisco Magazine quoted several local Obama backers reflecting on the campaign. "In
May, about 120 of us had an Entrepreneurs for Obama video teleconference with Barack. Afterward, Steve Westly
and some other senior Silicon Valley executives stayed and put forth their ideas on tech issues and initiatives and
the campaign,” Spinner was quoted as saying. "I really loved that I could help differentiate this campaign's
technology from any others in history. [ knew most of the venture capitalists and entrepreneurs, and if there was
something good, I could bubble it up to the campaign.”

In April 2009, Spinner joined a Department of Energy poised to unleash billions of dollars, becoming a "small
business loan guarantee advisor," a title that later shifted to "loan program advisor," focused on financing start-up
green energy firms and cutting-edge car makers. He held the job for 17 months.

The move turned a hearty presidential supporter and frequent energy investor into a DOE insider.

Spinner's financial disclosure forms showed that he was an active investor in energy-related companies. On his
final disclosure report signed Oct. 15, 2010, Spinner listed at least 15 purchases and 14 stock sales of
energy-related stock earlier that year.

An initial review of financial disclosure records by iWatch News and ABC News showed one investment in an
energy firm whose subsidiary received funds from the Energy Department while he was working there, and
investments in three others that landed Energy Department support after he sold his stakes. Energy officials said
they considered his portfolio small enough to fall "within the Executive Branch-wide de minimis exception for
interests in securities."

Spinner reported making $12,155 from a 2008 investment in Atheros Communications. In June 2010, Atheros
announced it would receive up to $4.5 million in DOE grant funding. DOE said Spinner sold his Atheros stock
before joining the department.

On another form, Spinner reported selling off his $1,001-$15,000 investment in Air Products & Chemicals Inc. in
February of 2010, four months before Air Products announced it landed $253 million in stimulus funding. "To the
best of our knowledge, he had no involvement" with the award, a company official said.

Spinner invested $1,001-$15,000 in Exelon. A subsidiary of Exelon was awarded a $200 million DOE grant in late
2009. A spokeswoman said the company never dealt with Spinner as their grant was being considered.

His wife's role in a law firm representing corporate clients seeking federal funds prompted Energy Department
ethics officials to take a close look, according to documents obtained under the Freedom of Information Act. The
law firm, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, has represented several companies that had applied for Energy
Department loans and loan guarantees.

On August 18, 2009, four months into his tenure at DOE, Spinner received an ethics opinion involving that
connection. Matt Rogers, then the senior advisor to the Energy Secretary, wrote that Spinner could continue in his
duties, but "not participate in any discussion regarding any application involving Wilson [Sonsini]." The opinion
said his wife would forgo pay "earned as a result of its representation of applicants in programs within your
official duties."”

Rogers said Spinner's conflict was minimized because his role at DOE was supervisory -- "to embrace strategic
objectives, inquire on overall progress of applications to the program staff, anticipate and help senior management

clear any institutional roadblocks to accomplishment of the program's objectives."

Spinner's Wife's Firm Worked for Solyndra
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Courtney Dorman, a spokeswoman for Allison Spinner's law firm, Wilson Sonsini, said the firm also took strides
to avoid conflicts, establishing a wall between her and client matters involving the Energy Department while
Spinner was in office.

One of those law-firm clients, SEC records show, was Solyndra -- the California solar panel firm whose collapse
put half a billion dollars of taxpayer money at risk and prompted an investigation by the FBI and other agencies.

WATCH the Original ABC News Report on Solyndra

READ the Original ABC News Report on Solyndra The law firm worked on the solar company's failed public
offering, the records show. And it also provided Solyndra with outside counsel on the DOE loan guarantee
transaction. The company was paid $2.44 million for its Solyndra work, records show -- money generated by the
Energy Department's stimulus loan guarantee to the solar panel firm.

Allison Spinner "was not involved with that transaction, nor has she ever worked with Solyndra in any capacity,"
Dorman said.

The law firm's website cites Allison Spinner's work with other clean-tech firms -- including Amyris Inc. and HCL
CleanTech. Both companies had engaged in the time-consuming process of applying for green energy grants.
Amyris Biotechnologies won $25 million from DOE in late 2009 to develop a diesel substitute and went public the
next year -- with Spinner's wife helping handle the [PO. After Spinner left the department, HCL CleanTech landed
a $9 million Energy Department grant to convert biomass feedstocks into fuel and chemical products.

Dorman, the firm spokeswoman, said in an email that Wilson Sonsini "established an ethical wall around Allison
with respect to [Wilson Sonsini] representation of clients in matters involving DOE loan programs." Dorman
added that Allison Spinner represented "clients who had DOE loans or grants that fell outside of Steve's
jurisdiction."

Steven Spinner was not with the department when Solyndra won a conditional commitment for the loan guarantee
in March 2009. But he was on board when the loan closed that September. A few days later, at a clean-tech forum
in Boston in September 2009, Spinner spoke of the virtue of the DOE's support.

"We liked the taste of it," he said, telling the Boston group the company would bring thousands of jobs.
After leaving the department last September, Spinner has continued to cheerlead for its mission. This July, he
co-authored an article for the Center for American Progress titled "Don't Let Clean Energy Funding Die on the

Vine." The House committee's investigation of the Solyndra financing was just heating up.

Click Here to Sign Up for Breaking News and Investigation Alerts From The Brian Ross Investigative Unit

"This 'embattled' program has by all business metrics proven an outright success," he

wrote. "Even the most controversial loan guarantee recipient -- Solyndra, a solar manufacturer -- is seeing an
operational turnaround.”

Little more than a month later, Solyndra fired 1,100 workers and filed for bankruptcy.

Click Here for the Blotter Homepage.
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