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PART II, Organizational Structure 

Enroll America 
EIN: 27-1661221 

1. Enroll America's Articles of Incorporation are attached as Exhibit 1. 

5. Enroll America's Bylaws are attached as Exhibit 2. 

PART IV, Narrative 

Enroll America 
EIN: 27-1661221 

Form 1023 Attachment 

The recently enacted health refonn legislation will offer substantial help to lower- and moderate-income 

uninsured and underinsured people and families. Among the approximate 46.3 million uninsured people, 
a disproportionate number are in lower- and moderate-income households: 37 percent have incomes 
below the federal poverty level (FPL)- annual income levels of $10,830 for a person living alone and 
$22,050 for a four-person household; an additional29 percent have incomes between 100 and 199 
percent of the FPL; and an additional17 percent have incomes between 200 and 299 percent of the FPL. 
In total, five out of every six people without health coverage have incomes below 300 percent of the 

FPL. 

The extraordinary- indeed, historic- improvements in the health reform legislation for lower- and 

moderate-income populations are enormously important. They not only will provide substantial new 
help to lower- and moderate-income uninsured people, they will also reduce the likelihood that 
moderate-income populations are underinsured. Moreover, they will provide significant economic relief 

for moderate-income insured populations when they seek needed health care. 

It is essential, therefore, that these legislative improvements truly result in making health coverage and 

care affordable for America's most economically vulnerable populations. As past experiences with 
means-tested programs demonstrate, however, this will not be easy to achieve. Ensuring that these 

health care improvements really reach out to and successfully enroll the intended lower- and moderate

income people will require effective and tenacious efforts across the country. It is for this reason that 
"Enroll America" was created. 

Enroll America- Its Creation and Mission: The work needed to ensure that lower- and moderate
income people receive the new benefits established by the health reform legislation will require 
significant collaboration among numerous health care stakeholder organizations. Enroll America's 

mission is to educate lower- and moderate-income persons and families concerning the availability of 
health care assistance, including, but not limited to, federal, state and local health care programs, private 
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insurance and other forms of assistance. It is Enroll America's goal to maximize the number of lower
and moderate-income people either enrolled in Medicaid or certified for exchange-based subsidies. 

To accomplish its goals, Enroll America will collaborate with a broad diversity of health care industry 
stakeholders and consumer organizations including, but not limited to, organizations representing 

children, early retirees, racial and ethnic minorities, women, low-income populations, low-wage 
workers, people with disabilities, and others disproportionately affected by the new legislation. 

Enroll America will also collaborate with key health industry stakeholder organizations including 
companies and associations representing hospitals, physicians, nurses, insurers, pharmaceutical 
companies, pharmacists, free clinics, and community health centers. These are the organizations with 

daily contact with people receiving health care services. As a result, they can play very helpful roles at 
the point of service in securing the enrollment of moderate-income people into Medicaid or the new 
subsidy system. For example, when people go to a hospital, or have an appointment with a physician, or 

fill a prescription, it presents an excellent opportunity to get them enrolled in Medicaid or exchange
based subsidized coverage. 

It is our expectation that Enroll America will be governed by a diverse Board of Directors. The 

diversity of the Board will ensure that there will be broad participation in the enrollment process, and 
this diversity will also help to foster cooperation among numerous health stakeholder sectors. 

Now that health care reform has been enacted, the work to expand health coverage must begin. The 
success of this work will determine whether m~aningful inroads are made in expanding health coverage 
for America's uninsured and underinsured population groups. Enroll America's goal is to make a 
significant difference in achieving this expansion and ensure all eligible Americans receive the health 
care coverage to which are entitled. 

Enroll America - Its Organizational Structure: Enroll America will work with national organizations to 
promote effective state-based enrollment systems by engaging the national organizations' state and local 

chapters to participate in the creation and ongoing work of "State Consortia." It is Enroll America's 

goal to create "State Consortia" in as many states as possible. These "State Consortia" will develop and 
implement plans to ensure that optimal public-sector steps are taken to enroll virtually all lower- and 
moderate-income people in Medicaid or the new exchange-based subsidy system. 

Although it is anticipated that the initial enrollment will occur in 2014 and 2015, it is expected that the 

work of Enroll America will continue in the years following enrollment to address issues concerning the 
retention and renewal processes for those people enrolled in either Medicaid or eligible for subsidies 
through the state health exchanges. 
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The "State Consortia" will undertake their work in a way that ensures each state establishes effective 
enrollment and retention systems in Medicaid and the subsidy systems operated by state exchanges. The 

Consortia will seek to ensure that enrollment systems established by state executive branch agencies are 

efficient, effective, simple to understand, and not cumbersome- short forms, little ~erification required, 
presumptive eligibility systems for people enrolled or enrolling in other means-tested programs, 

effective electronic application systems, one portal for applications that could lead to Medicaid or 

subsidies in the exchanges, etc. In essence, the Consortia will be the on-the-ground planning and 
coordinating entities designed to promote state and local actions that result in securing optimal 
enrollment systems. 

Once a diverse, well-represented Consortium is developed in a specific state, Enroll America will 

provide core funding so that the Consortium can plan and implement its work with a relatively small 
staff. Enroll America will provide funding for a modest core staff for an approximate nine-year 
functioning period of each Consortium. The decisions concerning funding of a Consortium will depend 
on the meaningful participation in enrollment-related efforts undertaken by a wide variety of diverse 
state-based organizations. Funding provided to a Consortium will be based on a specific plan agreed 
upon by the Enroll America staff leadership and the Consortium. 

At the national level, Enroll America will help to strengthen the efforts undertaken at the state nnd local 
levels. Enroll America's cooperating partners will meet periodically with the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) and other relevant federal agencies, such as IRS, Social Security 

Administration, and the Department of Labor, to ensure that enrollment-related regulations and 
procedures governing state efforts are established in an administratively simple and user-friendly 

manner. At the national level as well, best practices enrollment-related and other technical assistance 

materials will be developed for use by the Consortia. 

Enroll America may develop a number of Advisory Councils that wil.l represent stakeholder groups and 

other allies and experts in the diverse issues which will be critical to ensure that the many aspects of the 
enrollment process can work as effectively and efficiently as possible. 

It is possible that there may be in-person meetings of these Advisory Councils to help Enroll America 
develop its policy recommendations and best practices for enrollment and the renewal and retention 

processes. 

Fundraising: Enroll America plans to raise substantial support through diverse funding sources, 
including health industry stakeholder organizations as well as philanthropic grants. Fundraising 

activities may occur by mail, telephone, email, personal solicitation, or by a form on Enroll America's 
website. Fundraising will be conducted by members of the Board of Directors. Enroll America will 
also explore the possibility of funding through government grants or contracts. 
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PART V, Compensation and Other Financial Arrangements with Officers, Directors, Trustees, 
Employees, and Independent Contractors 

2a. Ronald Poflack, Delma Plummer and Barbara Campbell are all employed by Families USA 
Foundation, Inc., a public charity organized under IRC § 501(c)(3). 

2c. Rachel Klein, who ·will become Executive Director of Enroll America on June 1, 2010, was 
formerly employed by Families USA Foundation, Inc., which also employs the individuals listed in 2a. 

3a. 

Name Title Qualifications Hours Worked Duties 

Vincent Director *B.A. John Hopkins 5 hours/week Establish priorities, 
DeMarco University develop 

*J.D. Columbia Law School programmatic ideas 
and raise money 

Currently: President of 

Maryland Citizens' Health 
Initiative and also Adjunct 
Assistant Professor of Public 

Health at John Hopkins 
University 

Roger Director . *B.A. University of 5 hours/week Establish priorities, 

Schwartz Connecticut develop 
*J.D. Georgetown University programmatic ideas, 

Law Center and raise money. 

Currently: Associate V.P. 
and Executive Branch 

Liaison for the National 
Association of Community 
Health Centers 

Ronald President& *B.A. Queens College 5 hours/week Establish priorities, 
Pollack Director *J.D. NYU Law School develop 

programmatic ideas, 
Currently: Executive raise money and 
Director of Families USA Board governance 
Foundation 
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Experienced public interest 
lawyer and health care 
advocate 

Delma Treasurer *B.A. Adelphi University 
Plummer *MBA Bowie State 

University 

Currently: Director of 
Finance and Administration, 
Families USA Foundation 

Barbara Secretary *B.A. Marquette University 
Campbell *J.D. Columbus School of 

Law, Catholic University of 
America 

Currently: Counsel at 
Families USA Foundation 

Rachel Executive B.A. University of California 
Klein Director at San Diego 

M.A. in Public Health 
George Washington 
University. 

Previously: Deputy Director 
of Health Policy at Families 
USA Foundation. 

Coordinated research and 
policy work on Medicaid, 
including initiatives to 
strengthen and increase 
health coverage for low-
income people 

McKinsey Independent Management consulting fli111 
& Company Contractor advising leading companies 

on issues of strategy, 
organization, technology and 
operations. 
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3 hours/wk 

3 hours/week 

40 hours/wk 

Approximately 
four McKinsey 
staff working 
intensively over 
a 10-week period 

Enroll America 
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Oversee fmances 

Board governance 
and maintain 
corporate records 

Serve as Chief 
Executive Officer. 
Along with Board, 
establish priorities 
and develop and 
implement program 
ideas. 

Develop business 
plan for Enroll 
America 
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The following is additional information regarding the independent contractor: McKinsey & Company 

has been asked to develop a business plan that will help to defme Enroll America's method of operation, 
the need for resources, and involvement of diverse national organizations. McKinsey & Company was 

selected because it has a stellar reputation among the organizations most likely to participate in Enroll 

America. Fees for the comprehensive business plan were negotiated so that they would be cost-effective 
and are consistent with market rates for this type of consultant work. 

5a. Enroll America's Conflict of Interest Policy is attached as Exhibit 3. It was adopted by 
resolution of Enroll America's Board of Directors. 

PART VI, Members and Other Individuals and Organizations that Receive Benefits 

lb. As noted above in the Narrative, Enroll America will provide contracts to national organizations 
to promote effective state-based enrollment systems by engaging their state and local organizations to 
participate in the creation and ongoing work of "State Consortia." Enroll America's goals are to create 
or facilitate the creation of "State Consortia" in as many states as possible. Those "State Consortia" will 

develop and implement plans to ensure that optimal public-sector steps are taken to enroll virtually all 
lower- and moderate-income people in Medicaid or the new exchange-based subsidy system. 

The "State Consortia" will work with state executive branch agencies to ensure each state establishes 
effective enrollment and retention systems in Medicaid and the subsidy systems operated by state health 

exchanges. 

Once a diverse, well-represented Consortium is developed in a specific state, Enroll America will 

provide core funding so that the Consortium can plan and implement its work with a relatively small 

staff. On average, Enroll America will provide modest funds for the functioning period of each 
Consortium, the amount of time estimated to implement national health care reform. The funds 

provided will be calculated to provide core staffmg so that the activities of the diverse organizations in 
the Consortium are adequately coordinated. 

Enroll America, with the assistance of its independent contractor, is in the process of developing specific 

requirements and performance standards for the Consortium contracts. No funds have been awarded at 
this time. The specifics of these contracts will be determined prior to the release of the funds. It is 
expected that there will be ongoing review of the State Consortia's work and that they will have to 

report annually on the expenditure of the funds, as well as provide a work plan for each coming year so 
that there will be benchmarks for evaluating the performance of each State Consortium. 

See also Part VIII, 13b for more information regarding the proposed contracts. 
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PART VIII, Specific Activities 

Enroll America 
EIN: 27-1661221 

Form 1023 Attachment 

2a. Enroll America does not plan to spend a substantial amount of time influencing legislation. 
Instead, Enroll America will monitor closely the implementation of the recently-enacted health reform 

legislation, the bulk of which will occur in the executive branch at both the federal and state levels of 
government. 

Enroll America plans to have conversations with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
and other relevant federal agencies as identified previously in the Narrative that are responsible for 
drafting numerous implementing regulations for the recently-enacted health reform legislation. In 
addition, Enroll America will keep abreast of the developments Qeing made by the state agencies with 
jurisdiction over the Medicaid program and the state health exchanges to ensure that, in 2014, when the 
eligibility for the uninsured and underinsured begins, there can be a seamless and speedy enrollment of 
people in the programs for which they are eligible. 

2b. Enroll America's Form 5768 is attached as Exhibit 4. 

4a. Enroll America plans to raise substantial support through diverse funding sources, including 
health industry stakeholder organizations as well as philanthropic grants. Fundraising activities will 

largely occur through individualized solicitations. Fundraising may occur by mail, telephone, email, 
personal solicitation, or by a form on Enroll America's website. Fundraising will be conducted by 
members of the Board of Directors. Enroll America will also explore the possibility of funding through 
government grants or contracts. 

4d. Enroll America intends to fundraise in all fifty states through the means described above in 

question 4a. 

13b. As noted above in the Narrative, Enroll America will provide contracts to national organizations 

to promote effective state-based enrollment systems by engaging their state and local organizations to 
participate in the creation and ongoing work of "State Consortia." It is also possible that contracts will 
be provided to some national organizations for developing technical assistance materials and best 

practices guides to be used by the State Consortia, as well as monitoring the work of the State Consortia. 
The development of planning has not advanced sufficiently to be able to provide more specifics on these 
activities. 

Enroll America's goals are to create or facilitate the creation of "State Consortia" in as many states as 
possible. Those "State Consortia" will develop and implement plans to ensure that optimal public-sector 
steps are taken to enroll in each participating state virtually all moderate-income people in Medicaid or 
the new exchange-based subsidy system. 
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Once a diverse, well-represented Consortium is developed in a specific state, Enroll America will 

provide core funding so that the Consortium can plan and implement its work with a relatively small 
staff. On average, Enroll America will provide modest funds for the functioning period of each 
Consortium, the amount of time estimated to implement national health care reform and to assist with 

the renewal processes for Medicaid and the subsidy systems operated by state health exchanges. The 

funds provided will be calculated to provide core staffing so that the activities of the diverse 
organizations in each Consortium are adequately coordinated. 

13c. Enroll America, with the assistance of its independent contractor, is in the process of developing 

specific requirements and performance standards for the Consortium written contracts. No contracts 
have been developed yet and no funds have been awarded at this time. The specifics of these contracts 
will be determined prior to the release of the funds. It is expected that there will be ongoing review of 

each State Consortia's work. 

13d. The recipients of the State Consortium contracts are not known at the present time. 

13e. The recipients of the State Consortium contracts will have to report annually on the expenditure 

of the funds, as well as provide a work plan for each coming year so that there will be benchmarks for 
evaluating the performance of each State Consortium. These reports and work plans will be retained. 

13f (i). It is unknown at the present time what the application process will be for the State Consortium 
contracts. 

13g. As stated in 13e, the recipients will have to report annually on the expenditure of the funds, as 
well as provide a work plan for each coming year so that there will be benchmarks for evaluating the 

performance of each State Consortium. It is expected that there will also be ongoing monitoring of the 

work of each State Consortium. 
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Part IX, Financia1 Data 

15. See table below for proposed expenses: 

2010 2011 
Contracts to State Consortia $0 $1,000,000 

Contract for development of State $100,000 $300,000 
Consortia technical assistance materials 

Contracts to oversee State Consortia 

Contract to McKinsey & Company $450,000 

TotaJ $550,00 $1,300,000 

As noted previously, no contracts have yet been awarded. 

23. See table below for other expenses: 

2010 2011 

Meeting and Travel $18,750 $30,000 
Miscellaneous $750 $1,500 
Office Equipment $60 $150 

Office Supplies $100 $110 
Postage and Delivery $50 $100 

Telephone and $300 $600 
Internet 
Payroll Taxes and $10,395 $23,100 
Other Benefits 

Printing $1,000 $750 
Support System for $1,020 $2,040 
Accounting and 
Computer/Web 

Total $32,425 $58,350 
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2012 

$2,500,000 

$500,000 

$100,000 

$3,100,000 

2012 

$31,500 
$1,650 

$165 

$121 
$110 

$660 

$24,255 

$750 
$2,244 

$61,455 
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ELLIOTT C . LICHTMAN 
MICHAEL B. TRISTER 
GAIL E . ROSS 
B. HOLLY SCHADLER 

By Hand Delivery 

Internal Revenue Service 
SE:T:EO:RA:T: 1 
Justin Lowe (3L2) 

LAW OFFICES 

LICHTMAN, TRISTER & Ross, PLLC 
1666 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W. , FIFTH FLOOR 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009 

PHONE: (202) 328·1666 

FAX: (202) 328·9162 

www.ltsrlaw.com 

October 20, 2010 

1111 Constitution A venue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20224 

Re: Enroll America (EIN 27-1661221)- Form 1023 

Dear Mr. Lowe: 

KAREN A. POST 
LILAH S. ROSENBLUMl> 

ALLEN H. MATTISONA 
REAL. HOLMESO 

AA~.SO ADI<ITTED IN I<AFIYLAND 

OcNLY AD ... ITTEO IN WISCONSIN 

LAURENCE E. GOLD 
ALEXANDER W. DEMOTS 

Of Counsel 

This letter responds to your letter dated October 4, 2010 requesting additional information 
concerning the above-referenced organization. A copy of your letter is attached. 

At the outset, it is important to understand that Enroll America will not engage in any 
direct enrollment of eligible individuals. Enrollment will be carried out entirely by federal and 
state agencies and any public or private entities that may contract with those agencies to assist in 
the enrollment process. Experience from previous reforms in the health care system and related 
healthcare progran1s suggests, however, that there will be significant barriers to full participation 
by eligible persons. Enroll America's program will be devoted to organizing and coordinating 
advocacy efforts aimed at addressing these barriers so that the enrollment procedures and policies 
adopted by the federal and state governments will best effectuate the goals of the legislation. 
The process of developing these policies and procedures has already begun and will continue 
until the enrollment periods begin in 2013. 

Initial fundraising and other organizational activities for Enroll America are currently 
being conducted by the Executive Director and other staff of Families USA Foundation, an 
established 501(c)(3) public charity that has played a major role in the development of the 
concept for Enroll America and will continue to play a significant part in its activities. The 
limited funds raised to date have been spent almost entirely on a Business Plan for Enroll 
America. Implementation will not take place in full until additional funds are raised and staff 
employed over the coming months. The current three-member board of directors will also be 
expanded by the end of2010 to include additional representative of key healthcare stakeholder 
organizations. 
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1. a. Enroll America will use a variety of means to involve healthcare system stakeholders 
in its efforts. An Advisory Council composed of representatives from consumer groups, provider 
organizations and the healthcare industry is in the process of being formed. To date, 
approximately twenty organizations have indicated a desire to participate, including the 
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, American Diabetes Association, American 
Heart Association, Asian Pacific Islander American Health Forum, Association for Community 
Affiliated Plans, Catholic Charities, Easter Seals, Maximus, National Association of Free 
Clinics, National Association of Public Hospitals and Health Systems, National Council for 
Community Behavioral Health Care, National Council of La Raza, National Hispanic Medical 
Association, National Indian Health Board, National Medical Association, United Way, Voices 
for America's Children, and Young hwincibles. Other organizations that have been invited to 
participate include the AARP and NAACP. In addition to meeting of the Advisory Counscil, 
Enroll America will hold periodic meetings to discuss the development of the enrollment process 
over time. Participants in these activities will be encouraged to join with Enroll America in 
advocating with federal and state officials to improve the enrollment procedures, to engage in 
their own advocacy activities, and to work with their state and local affiliates to advocate for best 
practices at the state and local levels. 

b. See response to 1 a. 

(i) Enroll America plans to contract with outside experts to develop best 
practices and technical assistance materials that national, state and local organizations can use to 
advocate for policies and procedures to ensure that all eligible citizens have easy access to the 
new health care benefits. For example, an "Enrollment Accelerator Package" will include a 
description of nationally recognized best practices, a timeline for when decisions will be made at 
the national and state levels, outreach plans for reaching uninsured populations, and template 
enrollment application and policy options that may be implemented at the state level. Examples 
ofthe kinds of materials that will be distributed by Enroll America are attached. 

Due to the absence of funding, Enroll America bas not yet entered into contracts 
for the development of these materials. It is considering a wide variety of academic, think tank 
and advocacy organizations for this effort, including the National Academy of State Health 
Policy, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, families USA Foundation, and the Georgetown 
Center on Children and Families, each of which have extensive experience in developing the 
kinds of information Enroll America hopes to disseminate. Contracts will be at ordinary and 
customary rates for similar work by nonprofits and similar entities. 

c. The most important work by government agencies to develop enrollment policies 
and practices is expected to occur during 2010-2011. As described in response to 1 a., Enroll 
America and the national organizations that join with it will meet with these agencies 
periodically to discuss the enrollment process. Many of these meetings will involve the U.S. 
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Department of Health and Human Services, which is the lead agency on the implementation of 
the health reform legislation. In addition, Enroll America and its partners will meet with state 
officials responsible for establishing the insurance exchanges mandated under the reform 
legislation and state health department and other agency officials responsible for developing 
enrollment systems for the expanded Medicaid programs. Where state legislation is required to 
implement the healthcare reforms, Enroll America and its partners may also engage in legislative 
lobbying efforts to the extent permitted under IRC §§ 501(h) and 4911. 

d. (i) As explained above, Enroll America expects to contract with established 
organizations that are experts in the health care field to provide the materials which it plans to 
disseminate and to conduct trainings throughout the country. Contractors will be selected on the 
basis of their experience in addressing problems posed by enrollment of eligible individuals into 
new public benefit programs. The amounts paid will be based on ordinary and customary rates 
for similar work. 

(ii) Enroll America has not yet produced any materials. 

(iii) No fees will be charged for the use or distribution of the materials. 

2. a. Enroll America has revised the structure it will implement at the state level. Rather 
than forming formal consortia ass described in the Form 1023, Euroll America now plans to 
encourage state level stakeholders to form informal collaboratives (working groups) to engage 
state and local officials with respect to the enrollment policies and procedures being developed. 
These collaboratives will have no formal structure and will be open to all organizations in a 
particular state who are interested in developing suitable enrollment policies and procedures for 
the new benefit programs. 

Collaboratives will be expected to develop plans by which they hope to influence 
the enrollment process in their states. No model plan has been developed. It is expected that the 
plans will include a list of goals for the enrollment process to ensure that it will be user-friendly 
and will reach all segments of the uninsured population, as well the steps that the members of the 
coalition hope to take to achieve these goals, such as meetings with specific agency officials and 
specific efforts to educate the public about the issues. 

b. Depending upon the success of its fundraising efforts, Enroll America currently plans 
to provide funding to a participating nonprofit organization in each of the states to hire a 
"facilitator" to work with the collaboratives. No formal process will be followed to apply for 
these funds. Rather, based on its knowledge of activities in particular states, Enroll America will 
solicit applications from an appropriate nonprofit to host the facilitator. No such grants have 
been made at the present time. Contracts with the local groups will provide that funds may only 
be used to support IRC § 501(c)(3) activities. 
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c. No state plans have been developed to date. State plans will draw from the Enroll 
America business plan, and should include a description of proposed outreach efforts to expand 
the groups participating in the collaborative, specific types of interactions with state officials, and 
the types of enrollment policies and procedures that it hopes to obtain. Goals may include, for 
example, adoption of easily understood application forms, development of a network of 
application sites at locations frequented by the uninsured, including points of healthcare contact 
such as clinics, emergency rooms, and doctors' offices, the use of on-line application procedures, 
and access to assistance in the enrollment process. 

d. There will be no fonnal governance structures for the state collaboratives. No 
national organization will control the collaboratives. 

e. Enroll America staff and the state facilitators will be in regular contact with the state 
collaboratives to render technical assistance and to evaluate their progress. 

f. Specific benchmarks have not yet been developed. State collaboratives will likely be 
evaluated on their ability to bring together a diverse group of stakeholders as active participants, 
the efforts made to interact with state officials, and the extent to which the goals set out in the 
state plan have been achieved. 

g. Enroll America no longer plans to provide support directly to the state consortia. 

3. Enroll America and the state collaboratives will not enroll eligible individuals in the new 
health benefit programs. 

4. The Business Plan is attached. This plan is intended as a preliminary document to provide 
potential partner organizations with a clear sense of how the organization will operate. Some of 
the activities described in the business plan will evolve to keep pace with developments at the 
federal and state levels and as more partners become active in Enroll America. 

Respectfully submitted, 

.·· , ";."1p_..- _.?( t---/ (5 r ~·~"-
/ 

·' Michael B. Trister 

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined the foregoing information, including 
accompanying documents, and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information contains 
all of the relevant facts relating to the re information, and such facts are true, correct, 
and complete. 
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GOP chairmen want IG to look into Sebelius calls on
ObamaCare
By Elise Viebeck - 05/30/13 12:20 PM ET

Leading Senate Republicans are calling for an independent federal investigation of Health and Human Services

Secretary Kathleen Sebelius's fundraising efforts for a nonprofit that will promote ObamaCare.

GOP leaders on the Senate Finance, Health and Homeland Security committees on Thursday asked the Health
and Human Service Department's inspector general to probe Sebelius's phone calls to health industry players.

Sebelius has been under fire for the calls, in which she sought funds for Enroll America, a group with close

Obama administration ties that was established to educate the public about new coverage options under the

Affordable Care Act.

"These activities call into question whether appropriations and ethics laws are being followed," the senators wrote

in a letter to Inspector General (IG) Daniel R. Levinson.

"While we recognize that under current law, there are certain circumstances in which Executive Branch officials

might be allowed to participate in fundraising in an official capacity, the precise nature and appropriateness of
Secretary Sebelius's activities is not clear from public reports," the senators wrote.

The letter was signed by ranking members Orrin Hatch (Utah) of the Senate Finance Committee, Lamar

Alexander (Tenn.) of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, and Tom Coburn (Okla.)

of the Senate Homeland Security Committee.

The request for an IG probe is the latest move by congressional Republicans to scrutinize the fundraising calls,

which some have characterized as a "shakedown" that will benefit Obama supporters.

One insurance industry official recently told The Hill the close links between the White House and Enroll

America have created an “air of expectation” that insurers will donate to the group. 

Republicans on the House Energy and Commerce, and Ways and Means committees have launched their own

investigations into Sebelius’s fundraising, arguing that the secretary should not seek donations from the industries

she regulates.

http://thehill.com/
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/301471-insurers-feel-pressure-from-health-group-with-close-ties-to-white-house


The Health and Human Services (HHS) Department said Sebelius's outreach was legal and has several

precedents in the George W. Bush administration.

The department also said Sebelius only made two phone calls, and several Bush-era health officials have come to

her defense.

The criticism of the Enroll America fundraising comes at a delicate time for the Obama administration, which is

besieged by several controversies as it works to roll out major provisions of the Affordable Care Act next year.

Sebelius and her department are deep into the law's most complicated tasks, including the construction of more

than 20 federally facilitated health insurance exchanges for states that refused to create their own. Those

exchanges are intended to be “one-stop shops” for people looking to buy subsidized insurance.

But the success of the exchanges depends, in large part, on whether people sign up for them. Without enrollment

from a wide cross section of the uninsured, the marketplaces could stumble out of the gate.

Magnifying the challenge, polling has found a wide swath of the public isn’t aware that ObamaCare is still the law
of the land.

Enroll America wants to change that. The group is run by former Obama administration officials and will use

campaign-style techniques to target the uninsured with information about their new benefits.

HHS says the effort will be vital to healthcare reform's success because lawmakers have not appropriated

enough funds to properly implement the law. The divided Congress has ignored several requests by the
administration for more money.

Sebelius is at the center of the storm as Republicans, and even some Democrats, raise alarms about the

implementation of the healthcare overhaul.

Republicans have regarded the former Kansas governor with suspicion since she violated the Hatch Act, a
prohibition on political activity by federal employees, during the last election. HHS has since rectified the offense.

Progressive lawmakers recently voiced frustration with Sebelius, saying she's too defensive, but many other
Democrats defended her as making the best of a difficult situation. 

Follow @eliseviebeck

This story was first posted at 10:38 a.m. and has been updated.

Source: 

http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/302541-top-republicans-call-for-sebelius-
investigation
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