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INSPECTOR GENERAL 
FOR TAX 

ADMINISTRATION 

Karen Groen 
Cause of Action 
21 00 M Street, NW 
Suite 170-247 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

November 30, 2012 

Washington, DC 20037-1233 

Dear Ms. Groen: 

On October 30, 2012, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) referred a portion of your 
October 9, 2012, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, addressed to Ms. Ava 
Littlejohn, Public Liaison, to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
(TIGTA) for handling as the records requested fall under the jurisdiction of TIGTA. The 
TIGTA Disclosure Branch received the referral on October 31, 2012. 

Specifically, we are responding to item #7 of your request for records, from the time 
period of January 1, 2009 to the present, which states: 

7) All documents, including but not limited to emails, letters, telephone logs, and 
reports pertaining to any investigation by the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration into the unauthorized disclosure of§ 6103 "return information" to 
anyone in the Executive Office of the President. 

With regard to your request for documents pertaining to a third party, TIGTA can neither 
admit nor deny the existence of responsive records. Your request seeks access to the 
types of documents for which there is no public interest that outweighs the privacy 
interests established and protected by the FOIA (5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(7)(C) and 
(b)(6)). This response should not be taken as an indication that such records exist; 
rather it is our standard response to requesters seeking records on third parties. 

We have enclosed an Information Sheet that explains your administrative appeal rights. 
You may appeal this decision within thirty-five (35) days from the date of this letter. 
Your appeal must be in writing and signed by you. You should address the envelope as 
follows: 
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Freedom of Information Act Appeal 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

No fees would be assessed for processing this request. 

If you have any questions, please contact Diane K. Bowers at (202) 927-7043 or 
diane.bowers@tigta.treas.gov and reference case# 2013-FOI-00017. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~<-V~ 
Diane K. Bowers 

(For) Amy P. Jones 
Disclosure Officer 



Information on a TIGTA Determination to Withhold Records Exempt From 
the Freedom of Information Act- 5 U.S.C. § 552 

Appeal Rights 

You may file an appeal with the Treasury inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) within 35 days after 
we (1) determine to withhold records, (2) determine that no records exist, or (3) deny a fee waiver or a favorable 
fee category. If some records are released at a later date, you may file within 35 days after the date the last 
records were released. The appeal must be in writing, must be signed by you, and must contain the following 
information: your name and address; description of the requested records; date of the initial request (and a copy, 
if possible); date of the letter denying the request (and a copy, if possible). You should mail your appeal to: 

Freedom of Information Act Appeal 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

Judicial Review 

If we deny your appeal, or if we do not send you a reply within 20 days (not counting Saturdays, Sundays, or legal 
public holidays) after the date we receive the appeal, you may file a complaint with the U.S. District Court in the 
district where (1) you reside, (2) your principal place of business is located, or (3) the records are located. You 
may also file in the District Court for the District of Columbia. 

The court will treat your complaint according to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (F.R.C.P.). Service of 
process is governed by Rule 4(d)(4) and (5), which requires that a copy of the summons and complaint be (1) 
personally served on the United State Attorney for the district in which the lawsuit is brought; (2) sent by 
registered or certified mail to the Attorney General of the United States at Washington, C. C.; and (3) sent by 
registered or certified mail to: 

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

In such a court case, the burden is on the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration to justify withholding 
the requested records, determining that no records exist, or denying a fee waiver or a favorable fee category. 
The court may assess against the United States reasonable attorney fees and other litigation costs incurred by 
the person who takes the case to court and who substantially prevails. You will have substantially prevailed if the 
court determines, among other factors, that you had to file the lawsuit to obtain the records you requested and 
that the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration had no reasonable grounds to withhold the records. 
See Internal Revenue Service Regulations 26 CFR 601.702 for further details. 

Exemptions 

The Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S. C.§ 552, does not apply to matters that are: 

(b)( 1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive Order to be kept secret in the 
interest of national defense or foreign policy and 

(B) are, in fact, properly classified under such an Executive Order; 
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(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempt from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that the 
statute 

(A) requires that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion 
on the issue, or 

(B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

Note: subsection (b)(3) protects information exempted by certain qualifying statutes, such as Internal 
Revenue Code§ 6103, which protects tax returns and information generated by and collected by the IRS 
with regard to a taxpayer. 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or 
confidential; 

(b)(S) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other 
than an agency in litigation with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files that disclosure of which would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production 
of such law enforcement records or information 

(A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, 

(B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, 

(C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 

(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, 
local or foreign agency or authority or any private institution which furnished information on a 
confidential basis, and in the case of a record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a 
criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source. 

(E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or 
would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure 
could reasonable be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or 

(F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the 
use of an agency responsible for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and date, including maps, concerning wells. 
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PRIVACY, GOVERNMENTAL. 
LIAISON AND DISCLOSURE 

Brandon Sherman 
Cause of Action 
1919 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Suite 650 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Brandon Sherman: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20224 

December 11, 2012 

This is an interim response letter to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 
dated October 9, 2012, that we received on October 10, 2012. 

This interim response letter is addressing Items 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 of your request. Our 
office is continuing to process Items 1 and 2 of your request. 

Your request indicates you are aware that Section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code 
(IRC) requires that tax returns and return information be confidential. With this 
understanding, in the context of your FOIA request, you have indicated you are not 
seeking taxpayer specific information to which you are not entitled under Internal 
Revenue Code (IRC) section 6103. 

In response to Items 3 and 4, you asked for all communications, documents, notes, and 
emails by or from anyone in the Executive Office of the President constituting requests 
for taxpayer or "return information" within the meaning of IRC section 6103(a) that were 
not made pursuant to IRC section 6103(g). 

For the time frame specified in your request, all requests made to the IRS from White 
House personnel were for "tax checks". These are requests made when an individual is 
a prospective Presidential appointee, under consideration for employment within the 
Executive Branch. For such prospective employees, "tax checks" are conducted by the 
IRS at the request of the White House. All such disclosures to the White House of 
taxpayer specific information with respect to such "tax checks" are made pursuant to the 
written consent of the prospective employee who signs a waiver authorizing the 
disclosures of his/her return and return information under IRC section 61 03(c). 
Information with respect to any of the requests is taxpayer specific and subject to the 
confidentiality provisions of IRC section 6103 and is therefore being withheld under 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) asserted in conjunction with IRC section 61 03(a). 

, .. 



2 

In response to Items 5 and 6 you asked for all requests, documents, emails, letters, etc., 
for disclosure by any agency pursuant to IRC sections 61 03(i)(1), (i)(2), and (i)(3)(A). 

IRC section 61 03(i) concerns disclosures made in the context of Federal non-tax 
criminal investigations and prosecutions. Pursuant to IRC section 61 03(i)(1 ), such 
disclosures are made pursuant to an ex parte order issued to the IRS by a Federal 
district court judge or magistrate at the request of enumerated personnel from the 
Department of Justice. Under IRC section 6103(i)(2), disclosures are made pursuant to 
an appropriate request from enumerated Executive Branch personnel, including heads 
of Federal agencies; and under IRC section 61 03(i)(3), the IRS may make such 
disclosures at our own initiative when necessary to enforce a federal non-tax criminal 
law, when there is danger of imminent death or physical injury or for purposes of 
thwarting terrorist activities. Disclosures in all three categories are taxpayer specific 
such that all information pertaining to disclosures under IRC sections 6103(i)(1), (i)(2) or 
(i)(3) is protected by the confidentiality provisions of IRC section 6103 and is therefore 
being withheld under FOIA exemption (b)(3) asserted in conjunction with IRC section 
6.1 03(a). 

In response to Item 7, you asked for all documents pertaining to any investigation by the 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) into the unauthorized 
disclosure of IRC section 6103 return information to anyone in the Executive Office of 
the President. 

We have transferred this portion of your request to TIGTA. That office has jurisdiction 
over the records you requested and will respond to your request. If you need more 
information, you may write to: 

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel- Disclosure Branch 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

In response to Item 8, you asked from the time period of March 27, 2012, to the present, 
all documents, including e-mail communications, constituting or relating to a request by 
the President or anyone designated by the President in his Executive Office for tax 
records under IRC section 61 03(g)(1 ). We found no documents specifically responsive 
to this portion of your request. 

We are granting your request to waive fees associated with this response. 
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With the final response letter, we will enclose Notice 393 explaining your appeal rights. 

If you have any questions please call Tax Law Specialist, Denise Higley, ID# 0142331, 
at 801-620-7638 or write to: Internal Revenue Service, HQ Disclosure, 2980 
Brandywine Road, Stop 211, Chamblee, GA 30341. Please refer to case number 
F13286-0081. 

Sincerely, 

P~t;;;~ '.(/._ Y-'J 
Bertrand Tzeng 
Acting Disclosure Manager 
HQ Disclosure Program Operations and FOIA 
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PRIVACY, GOVERNMENTAL 
LIAISON ANO DISCLOSURE 

Karen Groen 
Cause of Action 
21 00 M Street, NW 
Suite 170-247 
Washington, DC 20037-1233 

Dear Ms. Groen: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20224 

March 4, 2013 

This is the final response letter to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated 
October 9, 2012, that we received on October 10, 2012. 

Request Items 1 and 2 

We have located records associated with the litigation filed by your organization 
concerning such requests and have deemed these records to be responsive to items 1 
and 2 of your request. 

Of the 796 pages located in response to this portion of your request, we are enclosing 
790 pages on the enclosed CD. We are withholding 289 pages in part and 6 pages in 
full under FOIA exemptions (b)(5) and (b)(6). We are also withholding pages in part that 
our outside the scope of your request. 

FOIA exemption (b)(5) exempts from disclosure inter-agency or intra-agency 
memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an 
agency in litigation with the agency. There are three primary privileges covered by this 
exemption: 

• The deliberative process privilege protects documents that reflect the pre­
decisional opinions and deliberations that play a direct part in the process of 
making recommendations on legal or policy matters. 

• The attorney work product privilege protects documents prepared by an 
attorney or other Service employee during litigation or in reasonable 
contemplation of litigation, and 

• The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an 
attorney and a client relating to a legal matter for which the client has sought 
professional advice. 
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FOIA exemption (b )(6) exempts from disclosure files that, if released, would clearly be 
an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. These include medical, personnel, and 
similar files. We base the determination to withhold on a balancing of interests between 
the protection of an individual's right to privacy and the public's right to access 
government information. 

The Supreme Court ruled that Congress intended the "similar files" provision to be 
construed broadly, so that all information which applies to a particular individual 
qualifies for consideration under exemption (b)(6). 

The redacted portions of each page are marked by the applicable FOIA exemptions. 

Your password for accessing the CD is F#13286-0081f. To access the information on 
the CD, please follow the steps below: 

1. Select GuardianEdge Removal Storage Access on your CD. 
2. Select the file in the top left. 
3. Select "open" file. 
4. Select F#13286-0081. 
5. Enter password F#13286-0081f. 

Request Items 3-7 

On December 4, 2012, our office sent an interim response letter addressing Items 3, 4, 
5, 6, and 7 of your request. The following is a recap of the information provided in that 
letter. 

Your request indicates you are aware that Section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code 
(IRC) requires that tax returns and return information be confidential. With this 
understanding, in the context of your FOIA request, you have indicated you are not 
seeking taxpayer specific information to which you are not entitled under Internal 
Revenue Code (IRC) section 6103. 

In response to Items 3 and 4, you asked for all communications, documents, notes, and 
em ails by or from anyone in the Executive Office of the President constituting requests 
for taxpayer or "return information" within the meaning of IRC section 61 03(a) that were 
not made pursuant to IRC section 61 03(g). 

For the time frame specified in your request, all requests made to the IRS from White 
House personnel were for "tax checks". These are requests made when an individual is 
a prospective Presidential appointee, under consideration for employment within the 
Executive Branch. For such prospective employees, "tax checks" are conducted by the 
IRS at the request of the White House. All such disclosures to the White House of 
taxpayer specific information with respect to such "tax checks" are made pursuant to the 



2 

FOIA exemption (b )(6) exempts from disclosure files that, if released, would clearly be 
an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. These include medical, personnel, and 
similar files. We base the determination to withhold on a balancing of interests between 
the protection of an individual's right to privacy and the public's right to access 
government information. 

The Supreme Court ruled that Congress intended the "similar files" provision to be 
construed broadly, so that all information which applies to a particular individual 
qualifies for consideration under exemption (b)(6). 

The redacted portions of each page are marked by the applicable FOIA exemptions. 

Your password for accessing the CD is F#13286-0081f. To access the information on 
the CD, please follow the steps below: 

1. Select GuardianEdge Removal Storage Access on your CD. 
2. Select the file in the top left. 
3. Select "open" file. 
4. Select F#13286-0081. 
5. Enter password F#13286-0081f. 

Request Items 3-7 

On December 4, 2012, our office sent an interim response letter addressing Items 3, 4, 
5, 6, and 7 of your request. The following is a recap of the information provided in that 
letter. 

Your request indicates you are aware that Section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code 
(IRC) requires that tax returns and return information be confidential. With this 
understanding, in the context of your FOIA request, you have indicated you are not 
seeking taxpayer specific information to which you are not entitled under Internal 
Revenue Code (IRC) section 6103. 

In response to Items 3 and 4, you asked for all communications, documents, notes, and 
em ails by or from anyone in the Executive Office of the President constituting requests 
for taxpayer or "return information" within the meaning of IRC section 61 03(a) that were 
not made pursuant to IRC section 61 03(g). 

For the time frame specified in your request, all requests made to the IRS from White 
House personnel were for "tax checks". These are requests made when an individual is 
a prospective Presidential appointee, under consideration for employment within the 
Executive Branch. For such prospective employees, "tax checks" are conducted by the 
IRS at the request of the White House. All such disclosures to the White House of 
taxpayer specific information with respect to such "tax checks" are made pursuant to the 
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written consent of the prospective employee who signs a waiver authorizing the 
disclosures of his/her return and return information under IRC section 61 03(c). 
Information with respect to any of the requests is taxpayer specific and subject to the 
confidentiality provisions of IRC section 6103 and is therefore being withheld under 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) asserted in conjunction with IRC section 61 03(a). 

In response to Items 5 and 6 you asked for all requests, documents, emails, letters, etc., 
for disclosure by any agency pursuant to IRC sections 6103(i)(1), (i)(2), and (i)(3)(A). 

IRC section 61 03(i) concerns disclosures made in the context of Federal non-tax 
criminal investigations and prosecutions. Pursuant to IRC section 6103(i)(1), such 
disclosures are made pursuant to an ex parte order issued to the IRS by a Federal 
district court judge or magistrate at the request of enumerated personnel from the 
Department of Justice. Under IRC section 6103(i)(2), disclosures are made pursuant to 
an appropriate request from enumerated Executive Branch personnel, including heads 
of Federal agencies; and under IRC section 6103(i)(3), the IRS may make such 
disclosures at our own initiative when necessary to enforce a federal non-tax criminal 
law, when there is danger of imminent death or physical injury or for purposes of 
thwarting terrorist activities. Disclosures in all three categories are taxpayer specific 
such that all information pertaining to disclosures under IRC sections 6103(i)(1), (i)(2) or 
(i)(3) is protected by the confidentiality provisions of IRC section 6103 and is therefore 
being withheld under FOIA exemption (b)(3) asserted in conjunction with IRC section 
6103(a). 

In response to Item 7, you asked for all documents pertaining to any investigation by the 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) into the unauthorized 
disclosure of IRC section 6103 return information to anyone in the Executive Office of 
the President. We have transferred this portion of your request to TIGTA. That office 
has jurisdiction over the records you requested and will respond to your request. If you 
need more information, you may write to: 

Request Item 8 

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel - Disclosure Branch 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

In response to item 8 of your request, the IRS has no record of requests from the White 
House or President of the United States pursuant to IRS 61 03(g)(1 ). 
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Other Matters 

We have granted your request to waive fees associated with this response. 

This constitutes a partial denial of your request. We have enclosed Notice 393 
explaining your appeal rights. 

If you have any questions please call Tax Law Specialist, Denise Higley, ID# 0142331, 
at 801-620-7638 or write to: Internal Revenue Service, HQ Disclosure, 2980 
Brandywine Road, Stop 211, Chamblee, GA 30341. Please refer to case number 
F13286-0081. 

Enclosures: 
CD 
Notice 393 

Bertrand Tzeng 
Disclosure Manager 
HQ Disclosure Program Operations and FOIA 



Information on an IRS Determination to Withhold Records Exempt From 
The Freedom of Information Act- 5 U.S.C. 552 

Appeal Rights 
You may file an appeal with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) within 35 days after we (1) deny you access to a record in 
whole or in part; (2) have made an adverse determination as to your category as a requester; (3) deny your request for a 
fee waiver or reduction; or (4) have advised you that no records responsive to your request exist. You may file an appeal 
within 10 days when a request for expedited processing has been denied. 

Your appeal must be in writing, must be signed by you, and must contain: 

Mail your appeal to: 

Your name and address, 
Description of the requested records, 
Date of the request (and a copy, if possible), 
Identity of the office and contact on the response letter, and 
Date of the letter denying the request (and a copy, if possible) 

IRS Appeals 
Attention: FOIA Appeals 
M/Stop 55202 
5045 E. Butler Ave. 
Fresno, California 93727-5136 

Judicial Review 
If we deny your appeal, or do not address an issue raised in your appeal within 20 days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 
or legal public holidays) after the date we receive your appeal, you may file a complaint in United States District Court in 
the district in which (1) you reside; (2) your principal place of business is located; (3) the records are located; or (4) the 
District of Columbia. A complaint may be filed within 10 days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal public holidays) 
after the date we receive your appeal if your appeal is from an adverse determination of a request for expedited 
processing. If you choose to file suit before receipt of a final determination by the Appeals office, the administrative 
appeals process may cease. 

The rule for effecting service of judicial process upon the Internal Revenue Service is set forth in Federal Rule of Civil 
Procedure 4(i). In addition to service upon the United States, as set forth in Rule 4(i)(1 ), service must be made upon the 
Internal Revenue Service by registered or certified mail as set forth in Rule 4(i)(2)(A). 

The address of the Internal Revenue Service is: Internal Revenue Service, Attention CC:PA, 1111 Constitution Avenue, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20224. 

Exemptions 
The Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, does not apply to matters that are: 

(b)(1) • specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of 
national defense or foreign policy and are in fact properly classified under such executive order, 

(b)(2) • related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency, 

(b)(3) • specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that the 
statute: 

(A) requires that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on 
the issue, or 

(B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld. 

Note: Internal Revenue Code sections 6103 and 6105 are statutes which qualify for exemption 
3 treatment. Section 6103 protects the confidentiality of tax returns and information 
pertaining to a taxpayer collected by the IRS. Section 6105 protects information obtained 
from a foreign country under a tax treaty. 

f 
Notice 393 (Rev. 11-2011) Cat. No. 45B03X www.irs.gov Department of the Treasury - Internal Revenue Service 
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PRIVACY, GOVERNMENTAL 
LIAISON ANO DISCLOSURE 

Karen Groen 
Cause of Action 
21 00 M Street, NW 
Suite 170-247 
Washington, DC 20037-1233 

Dear Ms. Groen: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20224 

March 4, 2013 

This is the final response letter to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated 
October 9, 2012, that we received on October 10, 2012. 

Request Items 1 and 2 

We have located records associated with the litigation filed by your organization 
concerning such requests and have deemed these records to be responsive to items 1 
and 2 of your request. 

Of the 796 pages located in response to this portion of your request, we are enclosing 
790 pages on the enclosed CD. We are withholding 289 pages in part and 6 pages in 
full under FOIA exemptions (b)(5) and (b)(6). We are also withholding pages in part that 
our outside the scope of your request. 

FOIA exemption (b)(5) exempts from disclosure inter-agency or intra-agency 
memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an 
agency in litigation with the agency. There are three primary privileges covered by this 
exemption: 

• The deliberative process privilege protects documents that reflect the pre­
decisional opinions and deliberations that play a direct part in the process of 
making recommendations on legal or policy matters. 

• The attorney work product privilege protects documents prepared by an 
attorney or other Service employee during litigation or in reasonable 
contemplation of litigation, and 

• The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an 
attorney and a client relating to a legal matter for which the client has sought 
professional advice. 



2 

FOIA exemption (b )(6) exempts from disclosure files that, if released, would clearly be 
an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. These include medical, personnel, and 
similar files. We base the determination to withhold on a balancing of interests between 
the protection of an individual's right to privacy and the public's right to access 
government information. 

The Supreme Court ruled that Congress intended the "similar files" provision to be 
construed broadly, so that all information which applies to a particular individual 
qualifies for consideration under exemption (b)(6). 

The redacted portions of each page are marked by the applicable FOIA exemptions. 

Your password for accessing the CD is F#13286-0081f. To access the information on 
the CD, please follow the steps below: 

1. Select GuardianEdge Removal Storage Access on your CD. 
2. Select the file in the top left. 
3. Select "open" file. 
4. Select F#13286-0081. 
5. Enter password F#13286-0081f. 

Request Items 3-7 

On December 4, 2012, our office sent an interim response letter addressing Items 3, 4, 
5, 6, and 7 of your request. The following is a recap of the information provided in that 
letter. 

Your request indicates you are aware that Section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code 
(IRC) requires that tax returns and return information be confidential. With this 
understanding, in the context of your FOIA request, you have indicated you are not 
seeking taxpayer specific information to which you are not entitled under Internal 
Revenue Code (IRC) section 6103. 

In response to Items 3 and 4, you asked for all communications, documents, notes, and 
em ails by or from anyone in the Executive Office of the President constituting requests 
for taxpayer or "return information" within the meaning of IRC section 61 03(a) that were 
not made pursuant to IRC section 61 03(g). 

For the time frame specified in your request, all requests made to the IRS from White 
House personnel were for "tax checks". These are requests made when an individual is 
a prospective Presidential appointee, under consideration for employment within the 
Executive Branch. For such prospective employees, "tax checks" are conducted by the 
IRS at the request of the White House. All such disclosures to the White House of 
taxpayer specific information with respect to such "tax checks" are made pursuant to the 
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FOIA exemption (b )(6) exempts from disclosure files that, if released, would clearly be 
an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. These include medical, personnel, and 
similar files. We base the determination to withhold on a balancing of interests between 
the protection of an individual's right to privacy and the public's right to access 
government information. 

The Supreme Court ruled that Congress intended the "similar files" provision to be 
construed broadly, so that all information which applies to a particular individual 
qualifies for consideration under exemption (b)(6). 

The redacted portions of each page are marked by the applicable FOIA exemptions. 

Your password for accessing the CD is F#13286-0081f. To access the information on 
the CD, please follow the steps below: 

1. Select GuardianEdge Removal Storage Access on your CD. 
2. Select the file in the top left. 
3. Select "open" file. 
4. Select F#13286-0081. 
5. Enter password F#13286-0081f. 

Request Items 3-7 

On December 4, 2012, our office sent an interim response letter addressing Items 3, 4, 
5, 6, and 7 of your request. The following is a recap of the information provided in that 
letter. 

Your request indicates you are aware that Section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code 
(IRC) requires that tax returns and return information be confidential. With this 
understanding, in the context of your FOIA request, you have indicated you are not 
seeking taxpayer specific information to which you are not entitled under Internal 
Revenue Code (IRC) section 6103. 

In response to Items 3 and 4, you asked for all communications, documents, notes, and 
em ails by or from anyone in the Executive Office of the President constituting requests 
for taxpayer or "return information" within the meaning of IRC section 61 03(a) that were 
not made pursuant to IRC section 61 03(g). 

For the time frame specified in your request, all requests made to the IRS from White 
House personnel were for "tax checks". These are requests made when an individual is 
a prospective Presidential appointee, under consideration for employment within the 
Executive Branch. For such prospective employees, "tax checks" are conducted by the 
IRS at the request of the White House. All such disclosures to the White House of 
taxpayer specific information with respect to such "tax checks" are made pursuant to the 
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written consent of the prospective employee who signs a waiver authorizing the 
disclosures of his/her return and return information under IRC section 61 03(c). 
Information with respect to any of the requests is taxpayer specific and subject to the 
confidentiality provisions of IRC section 6103 and is therefore being withheld under 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) asserted in conjunction with IRC section 61 03(a). 

In response to Items 5 and 6 you asked for all requests, documents, emails, letters, etc., 
for disclosure by any agency pursuant to IRC sections 6103(i)(1), (i)(2), and (i)(3)(A). 

IRC section 61 03(i) concerns disclosures made in the context of Federal non-tax 
criminal investigations and prosecutions. Pursuant to IRC section 6103(i)(1), such 
disclosures are made pursuant to an ex parte order issued to the IRS by a Federal 
district court judge or magistrate at the request of enumerated personnel from the 
Department of Justice. Under IRC section 6103(i)(2), disclosures are made pursuant to 
an appropriate request from enumerated Executive Branch personnel, including heads 
of Federal agencies; and under IRC section 6103(i)(3), the IRS may make such 
disclosures at our own initiative when necessary to enforce a federal non-tax criminal 
law, when there is danger of imminent death or physical injury or for purposes of 
thwarting terrorist activities. Disclosures in all three categories are taxpayer specific 
such that all information pertaining to disclosures under IRC sections 6103(i)(1), (i)(2) or 
(i)(3) is protected by the confidentiality provisions of IRC section 6103 and is therefore 
being withheld under FOIA exemption (b)(3) asserted in conjunction with IRC section 
6103(a). 

In response to Item 7, you asked for all documents pertaining to any investigation by the 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) into the unauthorized 
disclosure of IRC section 6103 return information to anyone in the Executive Office of 
the President. We have transferred this portion of your request to TIGTA. That office 
has jurisdiction over the records you requested and will respond to your request. If you 
need more information, you may write to: 

Request Item 8 

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel - Disclosure Branch 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

In response to item 8 of your request, the IRS has no record of requests from the White 
House or President of the United States pursuant to IRS 61 03(g)(1 ). 
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Other Matters 

We have granted your request to waive fees associated with this response. 

This constitutes a partial denial of your request. We have enclosed Notice 393 
explaining your appeal rights. 

If you have any questions please call Tax Law Specialist, Denise Higley, ID# 0142331, 
at 801-620-7638 or write to: Internal Revenue Service, HQ Disclosure, 2980 
Brandywine Road, Stop 211, Chamblee, GA 30341. Please refer to case number 
F13286-0081. 

Enclosures: 
CD 
Notice 393 

Bertrand Tzeng 
Disclosure Manager 
HQ Disclosure Program Operations and FOIA 



Information on an IRS Determination to Withhold Records Exempt From 
The Freedom of Information Act- 5 U.S.C. 552 

Appeal Rights 
You may file an appeal with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) within 35 days after we (1) deny you access to a record in 
whole or in part; (2) have made an adverse determination as to your category as a requester; (3) deny your request for a 
fee waiver or reduction; or (4) have advised you that no records responsive to your request exist. You may file an appeal 
within 10 days when a request for expedited processing has been denied. 

Your appeal must be in writing, must be signed by you, and must contain: 

Mail your appeal to: 

Your name and address, 
Description of the requested records, 
Date of the request (and a copy, if possible), 
Identity of the office and contact on the response letter, and 
Date of the letter denying the request (and a copy, if possible) 

IRS Appeals 
Attention: FOIA Appeals 
M/Stop 55202 
5045 E. Butler Ave. 
Fresno, California 93727-5136 

Judicial Review 
If we deny your appeal, or do not address an issue raised in your appeal within 20 days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 
or legal public holidays) after the date we receive your appeal, you may file a complaint in United States District Court in 
the district in which (1) you reside; (2) your principal place of business is located; (3) the records are located; or (4) the 
District of Columbia. A complaint may be filed within 10 days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal public holidays) 
after the date we receive your appeal if your appeal is from an adverse determination of a request for expedited 
processing. If you choose to file suit before receipt of a final determination by the Appeals office, the administrative 
appeals process may cease. 

The rule for effecting service of judicial process upon the Internal Revenue Service is set forth in Federal Rule of Civil 
Procedure 4(i). In addition to service upon the United States, as set forth in Rule 4(i)(1 ), service must be made upon the 
Internal Revenue Service by registered or certified mail as set forth in Rule 4(i)(2)(A). 

The address of the Internal Revenue Service is: Internal Revenue Service, Attention CC:PA, 1111 Constitution Avenue, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20224. 

Exemptions 
The Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, does not apply to matters that are: 

(b)(1) • specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of 
national defense or foreign policy and are in fact properly classified under such executive order, 

(b)(2) • related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency, 

(b)(3) • specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that the 
statute: 

(A) requires that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on 
the issue, or 

(B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld. 

Note: Internal Revenue Code sections 6103 and 6105 are statutes which qualify for exemption 
3 treatment. Section 6103 protects the confidentiality of tax returns and information 
pertaining to a taxpayer collected by the IRS. Section 6105 protects information obtained 
from a foreign country under a tax treaty. 

f 
Notice 393 (Rev. 11-2011) Cat. No. 45B03X www.irs.gov Department of the Treasury - Internal Revenue Service 
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INSPECTOR GENERAL 
FOR TAX 

ADMINISTRATION 

Karen Groen 
Cause of Action 
21 00 M Street, NW 
Suite 170-247 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

November 30, 2012 

Washington, DC 20037-1233 

Dear Ms. Groen: 

On October 30, 2012, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) referred a portion of your 
October 9, 2012, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, addressed to Ms. Ava 
Littlejohn, Public Liaison, to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
(TIGTA) for handling as the records requested fall under the jurisdiction of TIGTA. The 
TIGTA Disclosure Branch received the referral on October 31, 2012. 

Specifically, we are responding to item #7 of your request for records, from the time 
period of January 1, 2009 to the present, which states: 

7) All documents, including but not limited to emails, letters, telephone logs, and 
reports pertaining to any investigation by the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration into the unauthorized disclosure of§ 6103 "return information" to 
anyone in the Executive Office of the President. 

With regard to your request for documents pertaining to a third party, TIGTA can neither 
admit nor deny the existence of responsive records. Your request seeks access to the 
types of documents for which there is no public interest that outweighs the privacy 
interests established and protected by the FOIA (5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(7)(C) and 
(b)(6)). This response should not be taken as an indication that such records exist; 
rather it is our standard response to requesters seeking records on third parties. 

We have enclosed an Information Sheet that explains your administrative appeal rights. 
You may appeal this decision within thirty-five (35) days from the date of this letter. 
Your appeal must be in writing and signed by you. You should address the envelope as 
follows: 
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Freedom of Information Act Appeal 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

No fees would be assessed for processing this request. 

If you have any questions, please contact Diane K. Bowers at (202) 927-7043 or 
diane.bowers@tigta.treas.gov and reference case# 2013-FOI-00017. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~<-V~ 
Diane K. Bowers 

(For) Amy P. Jones 
Disclosure Officer 



Information on a TIGTA Determination to Withhold Records Exempt From 
the Freedom of Information Act- 5 U.S.C. § 552 

Appeal Rights 

You may file an appeal with the Treasury inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) within 35 days after 
we (1) determine to withhold records, (2) determine that no records exist, or (3) deny a fee waiver or a favorable 
fee category. If some records are released at a later date, you may file within 35 days after the date the last 
records were released. The appeal must be in writing, must be signed by you, and must contain the following 
information: your name and address; description of the requested records; date of the initial request (and a copy, 
if possible); date of the letter denying the request (and a copy, if possible). You should mail your appeal to: 

Freedom of Information Act Appeal 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

Judicial Review 

If we deny your appeal, or if we do not send you a reply within 20 days (not counting Saturdays, Sundays, or legal 
public holidays) after the date we receive the appeal, you may file a complaint with the U.S. District Court in the 
district where (1) you reside, (2) your principal place of business is located, or (3) the records are located. You 
may also file in the District Court for the District of Columbia. 

The court will treat your complaint according to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (F.R.C.P.). Service of 
process is governed by Rule 4(d)(4) and (5), which requires that a copy of the summons and complaint be (1) 
personally served on the United State Attorney for the district in which the lawsuit is brought; (2) sent by 
registered or certified mail to the Attorney General of the United States at Washington, C. C.; and (3) sent by 
registered or certified mail to: 

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

In such a court case, the burden is on the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration to justify withholding 
the requested records, determining that no records exist, or denying a fee waiver or a favorable fee category. 
The court may assess against the United States reasonable attorney fees and other litigation costs incurred by 
the person who takes the case to court and who substantially prevails. You will have substantially prevailed if the 
court determines, among other factors, that you had to file the lawsuit to obtain the records you requested and 
that the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration had no reasonable grounds to withhold the records. 
See Internal Revenue Service Regulations 26 CFR 601.702 for further details. 

Exemptions 

The Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S. C.§ 552, does not apply to matters that are: 

(b)( 1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive Order to be kept secret in the 
interest of national defense or foreign policy and 

(B) are, in fact, properly classified under such an Executive Order; 



-2-

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempt from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that the 
statute 

(A) requires that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion 
on the issue, or 

(B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

Note: subsection (b)(3) protects information exempted by certain qualifying statutes, such as Internal 
Revenue Code§ 6103, which protects tax returns and information generated by and collected by the IRS 
with regard to a taxpayer. 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or 
confidential; 

(b)(S) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other 
than an agency in litigation with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files that disclosure of which would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production 
of such law enforcement records or information 

(A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, 

(B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, 

(C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 

(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, 
local or foreign agency or authority or any private institution which furnished information on a 
confidential basis, and in the case of a record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a 
criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source. 

(E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or 
would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure 
could reasonable be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or 

(F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the 
use of an agency responsible for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and date, including maps, concerning wells. 



INSPECTOR GENERAL 
FOR TAX 

ADMINISTRATION 

Karen Groen 
Cause of Action 
21 00 M Street, NW 
Suite 170-247 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

November 30, 2012 

Washington, DC 20037-1233 

Dear Ms. Groen: 

On October 30, 2012, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) referred a portion of your 
October 9, 2012, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, addressed to Ms. Ava 
Littlejohn, Public Liaison, to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
(TIGTA) for handling as the records requested fall under the jurisdiction of TIGTA. The 
TIGTA Disclosure Branch received the referral on October 31, 2012. 

Specifically, we are responding to item #7 of your request for records, from the time 
period of January 1, 2009 to the present, which states: 

7) All documents, including but not limited to emails, letters, telephone logs, and 
reports pertaining to any investigation by the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration into the unauthorized disclosure of§ 6103 "return information" to 
anyone in the Executive Office of the President. 

With regard to your request for documents pertaining to a third party, TIGTA can neither 
admit nor deny the existence of responsive records. Your request seeks access to the 
types of documents for which there is no public interest that outweighs the privacy 
interests established and protected by the FOIA (5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(7)(C) and 
(b)(6)). This response should not be taken as an indication that such records exist; 
rather it is our standard response to requesters seeking records on third parties. 

We have enclosed an Information Sheet that explains your administrative appeal rights. 
You may appeal this decision within thirty-five (35) days from the date of this letter. 
Your appeal must be in writing and signed by you. You should address the envelope as 
follows: 
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Freedom of Information Act Appeal 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

No fees would be assessed for processing this request. 

If you have any questions, please contact Diane K. Bowers at (202) 927-7043 or 
diane.bowers@tigta.treas.gov and reference case# 2013-FOI-00017. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~<-V~ 
Diane K. Bowers 

(For) Amy P. Jones 
Disclosure Officer 



Information on a TIGTA Determination to Withhold Records Exempt From 
the Freedom of Information Act- 5 U.S.C. § 552 

Appeal Rights 

You may file an appeal with the Treasury inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) within 35 days after 
we (1) determine to withhold records, (2) determine that no records exist, or (3) deny a fee waiver or a favorable 
fee category. If some records are released at a later date, you may file within 35 days after the date the last 
records were released. The appeal must be in writing, must be signed by you, and must contain the following 
information: your name and address; description of the requested records; date of the initial request (and a copy, 
if possible); date of the letter denying the request (and a copy, if possible). You should mail your appeal to: 

Freedom of Information Act Appeal 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

Judicial Review 

If we deny your appeal, or if we do not send you a reply within 20 days (not counting Saturdays, Sundays, or legal 
public holidays) after the date we receive the appeal, you may file a complaint with the U.S. District Court in the 
district where (1) you reside, (2) your principal place of business is located, or (3) the records are located. You 
may also file in the District Court for the District of Columbia. 

The court will treat your complaint according to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (F.R.C.P.). Service of 
process is governed by Rule 4(d)(4) and (5), which requires that a copy of the summons and complaint be (1) 
personally served on the United State Attorney for the district in which the lawsuit is brought; (2) sent by 
registered or certified mail to the Attorney General of the United States at Washington, C. C.; and (3) sent by 
registered or certified mail to: 

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

In such a court case, the burden is on the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration to justify withholding 
the requested records, determining that no records exist, or denying a fee waiver or a favorable fee category. 
The court may assess against the United States reasonable attorney fees and other litigation costs incurred by 
the person who takes the case to court and who substantially prevails. You will have substantially prevailed if the 
court determines, among other factors, that you had to file the lawsuit to obtain the records you requested and 
that the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration had no reasonable grounds to withhold the records. 
See Internal Revenue Service Regulations 26 CFR 601.702 for further details. 

Exemptions 

The Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S. C.§ 552, does not apply to matters that are: 

(b)( 1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive Order to be kept secret in the 
interest of national defense or foreign policy and 

(B) are, in fact, properly classified under such an Executive Order; 



INSPECTOR GENERAL 
FOR TAX 

ADMINISTRATION 

Karen Groen 
Cause of Action 
21 00 M Street, NW 
Suite 170-247 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

November 30, 2012 

Washington, DC 20037-1233 

Dear Ms. Groen: 

On October 30, 2012, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) referred a portion of your 
October 9, 2012, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, addressed to Ms. Ava 
Littlejohn, Public Liaison, to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
(TIGTA) for handling as the records requested fall under the jurisdiction of TIGTA. The 
TIGTA Disclosure Branch received the referral on October 31, 2012. 

Specifically, we are responding to item #7 of your request for records, from the time 
period of January 1, 2009 to the present, which states: 

7) All documents, including but not limited to emails, letters, telephone logs, and 
reports pertaining to any investigation by the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration into the unauthorized disclosure of§ 6103 "return information" to 
anyone in the Executive Office of the President. 

With regard to your request for documents pertaining to a third party, TIGTA can neither 
admit nor deny the existence of responsive records. Your request seeks access to the 
types of documents for which there is no public interest that outweighs the privacy 
interests established and protected by the FOIA (5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(7)(C) and 
(b)(6)). This response should not be taken as an indication that such records exist; 
rather it is our standard response to requesters seeking records on third parties. 

We have enclosed an Information Sheet that explains your administrative appeal rights. 
You may appeal this decision within thirty-five (35) days from the date of this letter. 
Your appeal must be in writing and signed by you. You should address the envelope as 
follows: 
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Freedom of Information Act Appeal 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
Office of Chief Counsel 
City Center Building 
1401 H Street, NW, Suite 469 
Washington, DC 20005 

No fees would be assessed for processing this request. 

If you have any questions, please contact Diane K. Bowers at (202) 927-7043 or 
diane.bowers@tigta.treas.gov and reference case# 2013-FOI-00017. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~<-V~ 
Diane K. Bowers 

(For) Amy P. Jones 
Disclosure Officer 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

November 30, 2012 

Washington, DC 20037-1233 

Dear Ms. Groen: 

On October 30, 2012, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) referred a portion of your 
October 9, 2012, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, addressed to Ms. Ava 
Littlejohn, Public Liaison, to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
(TIGTA) for handling as the records requested fall under the jurisdiction of TIGTA. The 
TIGTA Disclosure Branch received the referral on October 31, 2012. 

Specifically, we are responding to item #7 of your request for records, from the time 
period of January 1, 2009 to the present, which states: 

7) All documents, including but not limited to emails, letters, telephone logs, and 
reports pertaining to any investigation by the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration into the unauthorized disclosure of§ 6103 "return information" to 
anyone in the Executive Office of the President. 

With regard to your request for documents pertaining to a third party, TIGTA can neither 
admit nor deny the existence of responsive records. Your request seeks access to the 
types of documents for which there is no public interest that outweighs the privacy 
interests established and protected by the FOIA (5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(7)(C) and 
(b)(6)). This response should not be taken as an indication that such records exist; 
rather it is our standard response to requesters seeking records on third parties. 

We have enclosed an Information Sheet that explains your administrative appeal rights. 
You may appeal this decision within thirty-five (35) days from the date of this letter. 
Your appeal must be in writing and signed by you. You should address the envelope as 
follows: 
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Washington, DC 20037-1233 

Dear Ms. Groen: 

On October 30, 2012, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) referred a portion of your 
October 9, 2012, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, addressed to Ms. Ava 
Littlejohn, Public Liaison, to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration 
(TIGTA) for handling as the records requested fall under the jurisdiction of TIGTA. The 
TIGTA Disclosure Branch received the referral on October 31, 2012. 

Specifically, we are responding to item #7 of your request for records, from the time 
period of January 1, 2009 to the present, which states: 

7) All documents, including but not limited to emails, letters, telephone logs, and 
reports pertaining to any investigation by the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration into the unauthorized disclosure of§ 6103 "return information" to 
anyone in the Executive Office of the President. 

With regard to your request for documents pertaining to a third party, TIGTA can neither 
admit nor deny the existence of responsive records. Your request seeks access to the 
types of documents for which there is no public interest that outweighs the privacy 
interests established and protected by the FOIA (5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(7)(C) and 
(b)(6)). This response should not be taken as an indication that such records exist; 
rather it is our standard response to requesters seeking records on third parties. 

We have enclosed an Information Sheet that explains your administrative appeal rights. 
You may appeal this decision within thirty-five (35) days from the date of this letter. 
Your appeal must be in writing and signed by you. You should address the envelope as 
follows: 
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(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempt from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that the 
statute 

(A) requires that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion 
on the issue, or 

(B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

Note: subsection (b)(3) protects information exempted by certain qualifying statutes, such as Internal 
Revenue Code§ 6103, which protects tax returns and information generated by and collected by the IRS 
with regard to a taxpayer. 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or 
confidential; 

(b)(S) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other 
than an agency in litigation with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files that disclosure of which would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production 
of such law enforcement records or information 

(A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, 

(B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, 

(C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 

(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, 
local or foreign agency or authority or any private institution which furnished information on a 
confidential basis, and in the case of a record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a 
criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source. 

(E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or 
would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure 
could reasonable be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or 

(F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the 
use of an agency responsible for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and date, including maps, concerning wells. 
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(b)(3) specifically exempt from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that the 
statute 
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on the issue, or 
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Note: subsection (b)(3) protects information exempted by certain qualifying statutes, such as Internal 
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(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production 
of such law enforcement records or information 

(A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, 

(B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, 

(C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 

(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, 
local or foreign agency or authority or any private institution which furnished information on a 
confidential basis, and in the case of a record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a 
criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source. 

(E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or 
would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure 
could reasonable be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or 

(F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the 
use of an agency responsible for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and date, including maps, concerning wells. 
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